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President’s Message 

Happy 2020. With that said, I need 
to thank Bonnie Samuel for the 
mountain (eouldn't think of a bigger 
or better word) of work she has done 
for SCGS programing while serving 
as our Viee President. She has laid a 
very firm foundation for us to build upon in the eoming 
years. I would list all her accomplishments, but know I 
would forget something so a very big thank you for 
everything you have done. Please keep the ideas 
coming. Thank you so much. 

Thank you, Gwenna for doing our publicity and getting 
the word out to the media. Very good job. 

Big thank you to all who are serving on the Board and 
keeping me in line. 

There are some really good presentations planned for the 
upcoming year. The first one being our regular monthly 
meeting with Bob Bourne speaking about Railroad Jobs 
Back in the Day. And then we have our annual January 
speaker, Dr. Paul Lasley speaking about Westward Ho: 
How'd They Get There? for Genealogy Plus. The topic 
for the Help Session has yet to be determined. So, as you 
can see, we are off to a very good start. 

I sure hope everyone has been working recording their 
Family History Stories. I feel this is so very important 
for future generations in many ways. I keep finding I 
have more questions to be answered so I can fill in more 
pieces of my puzzle. 

See you at our SCGS meeting on January 13*. 

SNiancy 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday January 13, 2020 
6:30-8:30 PM 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 

Railroad Jobs Back in the Day 

Speaker: Bob Bourne 

Genealogy Plus 
Wednesday January 15, 2020 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library Auditorium 

Westward Ho! How’d They Get There? 

Speaker: Dr. Paul Lasley 

Genealogy & Computer Help Session 

Wednesday January 22, 2020 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 

See Page 3 for Details on All Programs 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Meeting Minutes Noyember 11,2019 

The meeting was called to order by President Nancy Long 
at 6:35 p.m. Twenty-eight members were in attendance. 

Veterans present were acknowledged and received a 
round of applause. 

Introductions were made by attendees telling of a 
nontraditional food they associate with Thanksgiving. 

Attendees were given index cards to jot down program 
topic and speaker ideas for the education committee to 
consider. 

Minutes of the October meeting were approved with the 
following correction. The next to the last sentence of the 
first paragraph in the second column should read “Some 
of those sessions will be live streamed.” 

Treasurer Pete Peterson presented the financial report. It 
will be filed for audit. Nancy informed the group that she 
is looking for members to serve on the audit committee. 

President Nancy Long previewed next week’s Genealogy 
PLUS program. Dennis Allen will speak on what to do 
with DNA test results. 

There will not be a Genealogy Help Session in November 
due to the Thanksgiving holiday. The next Help Session 
will be in January. 

The proposed slate of officers to be voted on was 
presented by President Nancy Long. They are as follows: 
vice president - programming: Lyle Hammes, publicity 
officer - Rhonda Graham, secretary - Annette Anderegg, 
librarian - Malvina Lutz and web manager - Mary Lohr. 
Jolene Webber moved that all be accepted as named. 
Prior to the motion receiving a second opportunity was 
given for nominations from the floor. None were voiced. 
The motion received a second. Members voted 
unanimously by show of hands to approve the officers as 
listed above. These officers will serve for two years. 

The Genealogy Fair held in August was reviewed with 
attendee input and feedback via an email from Megan 

Continued in next column (MINUTES) 


Continued from previous column (MINUTES) 

Klein-Hewett of the Ames Public Library. Ideas for an 
event next year were discussed. 

Donna Kallem, vice president - membership, was present 
to receive dues renewal payments. Dues may also be paid 
online. Credit card or automatic withdrawal is processed 
through PayPal 

Mary Lohr reminded the group about Smile.com as a way 
to support the society through Amazon purchases. There 
is no extra charge to the individual on a purchase. 

Rhonda Graham brought up the idea of sharing magazine 
articles through the newsletter. Mary Lohr advised that 
copyrighted information should not be published in the 
society newsletter. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

Submitted by Annette Anderegg, Secretary 


REMEMBER 

If the Ames Public Schools are closed for a 

weather-related closure, that means that 
SCGS will not hold whatever meeting may be 

planned for that day also. 


5 Golden Rules of 

Genealogy 

1. Leave no stone unturned, unless it is a 
headstone. 

2. Handwriting legibility is inversely proportional 
to the documents importance. 

3. The further away a cemetery or library is, the 
more awkward the opening hours will be. 

4. The relative you most need to talk with is the 
one whose funeral you are currently attending. 

5. Wherever you find two or more siblings, there 
also will you find two or more surname spellings. 

www.fortyandlogan.vved3ly.com > 


This genealogy humor courtesy of: 
https://fortvandlogan.weeblv.eom/uploads/l/9/5/0/19502 

151/5-golden-rules orig.png 
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The Best Laid Plans... 

the best-laid plans of mice and men often go awry. This 
is a passage from the poem To a Mouse, written by the 
Scottish poet Robert Burns in 1786. It certainly applies to 
the idea of having brick wall stories in this newsletter. 

According to the November SCGS newsletter, I had full 
intentions of writing an article each month about 
someone’s Genealogical Brick Wall, in other words an 
ancestor that you just can’t discover no matter how hard 
you might look and search. 

I soon discovered that I may not have any brick walls, 
even though I thought that I did. I recently discovered a 
FaceBook site called Your Genealogy Brick Wall. While 
this may not be new to some of you, it was to me. At the 
administrator’s recommendation, I read the rules of 
posting to the FaceBook page and the suggestions of 
information to post so that other genealogists can assist 
you to find your ancestor. 

After reading the list, I soon realized that I still have a lot 
of research to do before I can say that I have a brick wall. 
Some of the items that should be researched are: 

Newspapers - census records - vital statistics (birth, 
marriage and death) information - wills and probate files 
- land records - maps - calls and letters to courthouses 
and other sources of information and many, many others. 

Much of this information can be found online through the 
hundreds of websites for genealogists but sometimes you 
must visit cemeteries and various courthouses or libraries 
to obtain information. 

If you discover that you really do have a Genealogy Brick 
Wall, go to the FaceBook location shown at the beginning 
of this article. You will be required to read the rules of 
posting which include courtesy, complete information to 
post and other items. This is a private group that you must 
apply to and be accepted as a member, but there are many 
genealogists that are willing to help you. 

So, maybe there won’t be a brick wall article in this 
newsletter unless there is someone who has done 
extensive research on an ancestor but can’t find the 
desired documentation, then you may send your article(s) 
to the newsletter editor and ask for help. 


Upcoming Events At SCGS 

Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday January 13, 2020 
Ames Public Library 
6:30 pm 

Railroad Jobs Back in the Day 

Learn about railroad jobs, titles and duties, unions and 
mutual benefit societies ... and the ladies’ auxiliaries. 

Speaker: Bob Bourne 


Genealogy Plus 
Wednesday January 15, 2020 
Ames Public Library - Auditorium 
10:00 am - Noon 

Westward Ho! How’d They Get There? 

Learn about the great western migration and be 
prepared to hear some interesting tales! 

Speaker: Dr. Paul Lasley 

Wednesday January 22, 2020 
Ames Public Library - Auditorium 
10:00 am - Noon 

Genealogy and Computer Help Session 

Bring your genealogy and computer questions and we'll 
try to help you find solution to your genealogy or 
computer questions. If you are interested in any other 
genealogy topic to be discussed at the Help Session, 
please contact any SCGS officer by going to the SCGS 
website: (https ://storvgenes .com) and click on the About 
Us menu item in the left margin. The officers that have 
email addresses are: Nancy Long, Lyle Hammes, Dick 
Cooper, Rhonda Graham and Malvina Lutz. Send an 
email with your idea of a genealogical topic that we can 
discuss. 
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Did You Know???? 

A few years ago, the SCGS made a decision to expand 
our presence on the Internet and improve our website. 
The decision led to the purchase of a website that was 
created and powered by EasyNetSites.com Webware. 
The features that this website has are too numerous to 
mention, but I will write about 1 of the many features 
found in the menu on the left side of the website and is 
accessible by SCGS members only. The link is called 
Members and contains 1) the membership list 2) 
handouts from many of the SCGS speakers and 3) other 
important papers for genealogists. Some of them are 
shown below: 

Members listing and profiles 
SCGS By-laws 

Ames Cemetery Club information from the Ames Middle 
School 

Ancestry Library Edition at the APE 

Basic Genealogy information sheet 

Beginning Genealogy parts 1 & 2 sheets 

Some genealogy books available at the APE 

Cemetery research for online information 

Census worksheets and citation from 1790-1940 

Information regarding changing demographics 

Civil War Veterans buried in Story County 

Class handouts #1 & #2-what to do and where to search 

Digital Eiles - what to do with them 

DNA testing information 

European research 

Eacebook for Genealogy 

EamilySearch.org - how to search this free sight 
Genealogy $$$ and 000 
Genealogy Eair Handouts (12) 

Heritage Room at the Ames Public Library 

HeritageQuest Online at the APE 

Index to the Tri-County Times obituaries 

Learning Resources and where to find them online 

Newspapers for Genealogy Research -i- links 

Parks Library Campus Map for ISU 

Self-Learning genealogy 

Dr. Easley’s handouts on immigration 

Swedish Records 

Using the APE Online Catalog 

Writing Ancestors’ Story - several handouts 

The SCGS website is: https://storvgenes.com/ 


Article Re-Written 

This article was in the November 2019 SCGS 
newsletter but it is very important to everyone 
and I feel that it should be re-published. 

Library Relocates the Genealogy Section 

The genealogy books are now located right behind the 2nd 
floor service desk. This collection was moved for a couple 
of reasons. Eirst, we thought moving the collection up 
front would both make it more accessible for people while 
also putting it in a spot where folks can more easily get 
help with the materials. It also allowed us to have the 
genealogy materials located next to the microfilm 
collection to create a one-stop location for those materials, 
rather than having them spread across the floor. We do not 
have signage at this time, but we are working on a long¬ 
term wayfinding plan for the 2nd floor. 

Thank you for including this change in the SCGS 
newsletter! We've received some positive feedback from 
members so far, so I hope that others find this change to 
be positive. 

Contributed by Librarian Megan Klein-Hewitt 


[Editor’s Note: The 2nd floor service desk, AKA Adult 
Services Desk, is directly south from the elevator and 
about half say to the south end of the library]. 



Big shout-out to the APE for this move!!!!!!!!! 
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Editor’s Notes 


Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 

January 1, 2020 - New Year’s Day 
January 13, 2020 - Stephen Foster Memorial Day 
January 21, 2020 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
January 21, 2020 - Idaho Human Rights Day 
January 21, 2020 - Civil Rights Day 
February 1, 2020 - National Wear Red Day 
February 2, 2020 - Ground Hog Day 
February 2, 2020 - Super Bowl 

There are many other religious and regional holidays in 
March. Visit https://www.timeanddate.com/holidavs/ for 
holidays and observances anywhere in the world. 



SCGS 2020 Officers 


Back row from left: Dick Cooper, newsletter editor; Pete 
Peterson, treasurer; Lyle Hammes, vice-president 
programming; Paul Marstchung, historian; Donna 
Kallem, vice-president membership. 

Front row from left: Nancy Long, president; Malvina 
Lutz, librarian; Mary Lohr, web manager; Annette 
Anderegg, secretary; Rhonda Graham, publicity 

Thank you to all officers who have stepped-up to help 
keep SCGS a great organization. People are always 
needed to serve on committees and help with the various 
aspects of SCGS. Also, if you have any suggestions for 
programs, speakers or anything else, please tell one of the 
officers. 

MEMBERSHIP IN SCGS 

Thank you to everyone who has recently paid your 
membership dues to SCGS. Your membership goes a long way 
to develop educational and informational programs. 


Welcome to the new year and new decade of 2020. I 
wonder if everyone made New Year’s Resolutions and if 
they will make them come true?? 

Looks like sending out this newsletter is about 1 of 2 days 
later than I would like. This newsletter is also a little 
shorter than I would like to see. Hopefully some of the 
members will step up with stories for me to publish. 

I would like to get some input regarding the idea of 
having a Brick Wall article in each of the SCGS 
newsletters. As I mentioned in my article elsewhere in 
this newsletter, I feel that I don’t have a Brick Wall but I 
feel that I just haven’t done enough research. There are 
probably many members who have been doing this a lot 
longer than I have that REALLY do have Brick Walls. 
Those are the people who can really benefit from sending 
their information to me and have it published. 

Have you ever heard of the phrase that Retirement is 
supposed be full of leisure time or that the typical week 
of a retired person consists of 6 Saturdays and 1 Sunday? 
Well I’m here to tell you that, since I started genealogy, 
those sayings aren’t true. I’ve always been one to become 
involved in various projects whether it’s with our church 
or other things. Of course, becoming active with any 
organization means MEETINGS. I think that being the 
Newsletter Editor is rather fun, unless I find myself filling 
in the “white space” myself, then it’s more of a chore. I 
like it when people submit articles about their 
genealogical finds, their ancestor’s Brick Walls, book 
reviews or anything else related to genealogy and/or 
SCGS. 

I wonder if any of the libraries on this mailing list would 
like to submit an article on their library. Maybe they 
would like to let people know where they are located, 
what unique items they may have in their library or 
available to the public and other interesting items. 

Vick/Cocper 
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President’s Message 



The weather in January was not kind to 
us for our meetings hut many of you 
ventured out and heard some really good 
speakers. Boh Bourne really got me to 
thinking about the all the jobs the 
railroad had and how I need to check out 
if I had someone doing something connected with the 
railroad. Of course, Paul Lasley is always interesting and gets 
you thinking about a new approach to researching your 
genealogy. I think he knows that he is a permanent speaker 
for our GP in January. There were those of you who ventured 
out for our Help Session and hopefully you got some questions 
answered. 


Attended the funeral of Tom's aunt and Tom was met by one 
of his cousins and he said he was in charge of the family 
history now and started asking questions. Tom pointed to me 
and said she knows lots about the family. I was able to share 
what I had found and of course new questions were asked and 
more research needs to be done. Part of that family has 
remained a mystery to me, so maybe this is the year I can find 
more answers. Also, one of ladies serving the meal after the 
funeral saw my notebook on the table and said she had done 
some genealogy and had an Aunt she would like to talk to 
some more. I told her to call her and ask questions or send a 
list of questions for her to fill out and then visit her. She 
thanked me and thought that was a good idea. 

Also, will be meeting with my cousin from Maryland and we 
will be sharing our family history on my mother's family. I 
know I will learn much from her and hopefully I can answer a 
question for two for her. 

I would like to hear what you have been discovered or how 
you are coming recording and writing your family history. 

hJancy 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday February 10, 2020 
6:30-8:30 PM 

Ames Public Library Danfoss Room (2"** floor) 

Speaker: Megan Klein-Hewitt, MLS 

What's At the Library for Genealogists? 

See Page 2 

Genealogy Plus 
Wednesday February 19, 2020 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library Auditorium 
Speaker: Linda Greethouse 
Ethnic Groups in Iowa: The Norwegians 

See Page 2 

Genealogy & Computer Help Session 

Wednesday February 26, 2020 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 
See Page 2 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Meeting Minutes January 13, 2020 

The meeting was called to order by President Nancy Long 
at 6:35 p.m. Twenty-one members and three visitors were 
in attendance. 

President Nancy Long previewed this month’s Genealogy 
PLUS program to be held January 15* at 10:00 a.m. Dr. 
Paul Lasley will present the program titled “Westward Ho 
- How They Got There.” 

The Help Session will be held on January 22"‘^ beginning 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Danfoss room of the library. Dennis 
Allen and Gris Nagla will be there to answer questions 
and provide assistance with GEDMatch as a follow-up to 
their November Genealogy PLUS presentation. 

The February SCGS meeting will be held in the Danfoss 
room. Megan Klein-Hewitt will present information on 
the genealogy resources available at the Ames Public 
Library. 

Lynette Spicer introduced the evening’s speaker. Bob 
Bourne is a railroad historian and board member of the 
Ames History Museum (formerly Ames Historical 
Society.) The title of his presentation was “Working on 
the Railroad.” The presentation included information 
about the importance of unions, the ladies’ auxiliary, 
periodicals and descriptions of jobs in years past. He 
named railroad retirement board records, historical 
societies, unions and brotherhoods as helpful sources for 
genealogical research. 

The meeting concluded at 7:50 p.m. 


REMEMBER 

If the Ames Public Schools are closed for a 

weather-related closure, that means that 
SCGS will not hold whateyer meeting may be 

planned for that day also. 
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Upcoming Eyents At SCGS 

Story County Genealogical Society 

Regular Meeting 
Monday February 10, 2020 
Ames Public Library - Danfoss Room 
6:30 pm 

Speaker: Megan Klein-Hewitt, MLS 

What’s At the Library for Genealogists? 

Learn what resources are available for 
genealogists at the Ames Public Library. 

Be prepared to be surprised! 

Genealogy Plus 
Wednesday February 19, 2020 
Ames Public Library - Auditorium 
10:00 am - Noon 

Ethnic Groups in Iowa: The Norwegians 

Speakers: Linda Greethouse 

Explore the lives and times of the Norwegian 
emigrants to Iowa, many of whom settled in 
Story County. 

Wednesday February 26, 2020 
Ames Public Library 
10:00 am - Noon 

Genealogy and Computer Help Session 

Bring your genealogy and computer questions 
and we'll try to help you find solution to your 
genealogy or computer questions. 
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’’Genealogy Resources Too Good to Miss" 

OLLI Class Begins March 26 

A class emphasizing various genealogy resources will be 
offered through the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
(OLLI) at Iowa State University. The class begins 
Thursday, March 26 and runs from 1 to 2:30 PM for four 
consecutive Thursdays. In-person registration begins at 
the OLLI Spring Open House on February 20 at 1:30 in 
the Alumni Center (south of Stephens Auditorium on the 
ISU campus.). Mail and online registration open the 
following day. Cost is estimated at $44. One must also 
be a member of OLLI. For full details visit the website 
at http://olli.iastate.edu/ The classes will be held in the 
Alumni Center. 

Topics and presenters: 

Thursday, March 26, Mary Lohr: HeritageQuest 
Online/Ancestry; Internet Archive; The Ancestor Hunt 
and Cyndi's List; Social Media 

Thursday, April 2, Diana Shonrock: Library of Congress 
Website 

Thursday, April 9, Jim and Annette Anderegg: 
FamilySearch.org 

Thursday, April 16, Kathy Jones and Pete Peterson: 
AncestryDNA results, finding and connecting with 
relatives 

From the Web Manager 

Interesting items for 2019 about the SCGS website 
(www. story genes. com): 

*There are between 600-800 page visits a month to the 
website 

* January through March had the highest activity 
*Peak times are 10 PM and between 2 and 3 AM (late 

night genealogy!) 

* Tuesday is the busiest day 

*The most popular download is the newsletter, SCGS 
News 

*The section on Cemeteries was also among the most 
frequently visited 


A Visit to the Midwest Genealogy Center 

by Mary J. Lohr 

Midwest Genealogy Center (MGC), part of the Mid- 
Continent Public Library, is located in Independence, 
Missouri. I had an opportunity to visit the library in early 
November 2019 and had a pleasant research experience. 

The library features 42, 000 square feet of space and holds 
three-quarters of a million on-site materials. (I took their 
word for it and did not count all the items!) The library 
was built in 2008 and is an extremely pleasant 
environment in which to do research. 

The first floor has a phenomenal collection of periodicals 
and genealogy society newsletters, including back issues 
of SCGS News . On the day I was there, I couldn’t locate 
where they were, even with the help of a librarian. The 
title is listed in the catalog so I thought the issues should 
be on the shelf. Upon returning home, I sent the library a 
note using the “contact us” portion of their website. To 
my delight I had a response in a few hours. The issues 
were shelved slightly dilferently from what I had 
expected and are indeed available. Mystery solved! 

The second floor holds an incredible amount of local and 
state histories and information on all fifty states 
(including Story County!) I checked some country 
histories for Clayton County, Iowa, and found a 
prescription of the family of my great-grandfather dealing 
with the death of two young children from diphtheria. 

I did not have an opportunity to explore all the great 
holdings of the library but was really impressed by what I 
saw. More time and research needed! 

A valuable resource is that a person can obtain a library 
card and access various online databases from home, 
including many newspapers. Since I am not a resident of 
Missouri, I was able to get a card good for six months, for 
only thirty-two dollars. The card must be renewed in 
person, so that seems like a good excuse, I mean reason 
for a return visit next spring. 

One of the other delightful finds is the library has an 
extensive Ostfriesen of Ortssippenbuch (OSB) 

Continued on page 4 column 1 (Midwest) 
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Genealogy Games 

How many of you have ever thought that genealogy could be done through games?? Although 
genealogy is a life-changing hobby or way of life, one of SCGS’ members showed me that games 
can be of help in this hobby. 

The SCGS member had 3 games can be considered in genealogy. The games are: U.S.A. Trivia, 
Generations and Life Stories. 



This game can be helpful in tracking ancestors through their 
travels in the United States. You can find out what rivers, railroads 
and mountains may have hindered or helped them on their travels. It may also give you locations of 
various places mentioned in your ancestors’ travels. Although this particular game can be very 
helpful, there may be other, similar games available that may be more up-to-date or suitable for your 
purposes. Whatever your situation, you can probably find this game of help to you when tracing your 
ancestors in the United States. Play this game with other friends and/or family members and maybe 
it will jog someone’s memory about a certain situation or period in time. 


U.S.A. Trivia is just what the name implies. Information on the 
side of the box states: “A FUN AND PATRIOTIC BOARD 
GAME. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE UNITED 
STATES OE AMERICA. 3000 Questions. Ages 14 to Adult. © 
Boynton Games”. 


Another of the games that our SCGS member discovered was 
Generations. Information on the side of the box states “. . A GAME OF 
FAMILY HISTORY” and “GROW A FAMILYTREE WITH 
GENERATIONS-A GENEALOGY GAME - NAMES, CAREERS, 
LIFESTYLES, BIRTHPLACES”. This game like it’s right up our alley 
- a game for all generations of genealogists. As the information states, 
you can create/grow a family tree through information obtained from 
family and/or friends about their ancestors. When you create the family 
tree you will include names, careers, lifestyles and birthplaces. This 
board game is an enjoyable way to get more information about your 
ancestors and tell you more about them. Remember that genealogists are 
always looking for these 4 pieces of information: NAMES, CAREERS, 
LIEESTYLES, BIRTHPLACES. This game shows © 1986 

GENEALOGY FOR FUN, INC. Other similar games may be available so I would encourage you 
to start searching. I’m certain that some are available on the Internet. 



Continued page 5 column 1 (GAMES) 
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Continued from page 4 (GAMES) 


Continued from page 3 eolumn 2 (Midwest) 


The third game in 
this collection is 
entitled Life Stories. 
This is a board game 
that can become 
very interesting and 
informative. The 
cover of the game 
box states “A fun 
game of telling 
tales & sharing smiles with family & friends”. This 
board game is good for 2 to 8 players and ages 6 to 106. 
The instructions are on the back of the box and the board 
has a “track” that you must navigate to win the game. 
Along the way you may be required to draw a card that 
has a very thoughtful question that the player must 
answer. This type of game process leads to some very 
good discussions and information. This is a fun way to 
interview your family and friends and get some 
information about your ancestors at the same time. As 

with the other 
games, there may be 
other similar games 
on the market but 
hopefully the result 
is the same. 

Genealogists often 
don’t think of 
games as a way to 
obtain information from family and friends. While some 
games may be time consuming, they can be fun and 
enjoyable for everyone. Genealogists will generally be 
able to get information from these and other similar 
games and have fun at the same time. These and other 
games or fun projects will be worth the investment of 
time and money. Today you can search the Internet for 
genealogy games or you can talk to other genealogists at 
meetings or other gatherings. 

The 3 games that I have discussed in this article are held 
by a SCGS member. She is willing to bring the games to 
a SCGS function that may be set aside for people to play 
these games and explore information. If you are 
interested in participating in these games, please email 
the newsletter editor at newsletter@storvgenes.com . 




collection. These are family lineage books from various 
villages in the northwest part of Germany. Most have 
been compiled from church records. 

If you have an opportunity, the Midwest Genealogy 
Center is well-worth a trip. You can do a lot of 
preparation from home by visiting their website at 
https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy 


Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 

February 1 - National Freedom Day 
February 2 - Groundhog Day 
February 2 - Superbowl 
February 4 - Rosa Parks Day 
February 7 - National Wear Red Day 
February 12 - Lincoln’s Birthday 
February 14 - Valentine’s Day 
February 15 - Susan B Anthony’s Birthday 
February 17 - President’s Day 

There are many other religious and regional holidays in 
March. Visit https://www.timeanddate.com/holidavs/ for 
holidays and observances anywhere in the world. 




REMEMBER YOUR 

VALENTINE 
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From the Editor’s Desk 

Well, as you can imagine, as a genealogist, the editor’s 
desk looks like a tornado struck then just put everything 
back on my desk in piles. There are so many things to do 
that I don’t know where to start; genealogy work in 
addition to the “To Do” things required by the offices I 
hold at church. I have tried to get organized but this is 
about as close as I can get. 

In November 2019 I had an idea (call it a new year’s 
resolution) to replace the Word Search with a Genealogy 
Brick Wall article from members for each issue of the 
newsletter. I tried to write about a brick wall that I have 
but then I found a group on FaceBook {Your Genealogy 
Brick Walls) that deals with nothing but brick walls, so I 
joined it. I soon discovered that brick walls only happen 
when you have exhausted searching every place for 
necessary information. I found that I have not exhausted 
every place so I really don’t have a brick wall and I would 
only be asking someone else to help me with my 
genealogy. So, I abandoned the brick wall idea and you 
will find a Word Search in this newsletter. If anyone has 
an idea for a Word Search, let me know. 

Please read the article on genealogy games in this 
newsletter. I didn’t even think of using games to obtain 
genealogical information from family and/or friends, but 
it sounds like it would be really fun and functional also. 

Our membership list is really growing. This means that 
we will be able to continue to provide quality speakers on 
subjects that interest nearly everyone. I am also looking 
forward to a “road trip” in the future also!! I am also 
really excited with the field of officers that SCGS has for 
2020. The 2019 officers did a great job and with the 
changes in the 2019 SCGS bylaws we can continue to do 
more and better work in the interest of genealogy in the 
community. 

Remember that if anyone needs a ride to a SCGS meeting 
or event, talk to an officer email the newsletter editor at 
newsletter@storvgenes.com . Most of the officers’ email 
addresses are on the SCGS website and are listed in the 
About Us option located in the left column of the web 
page. 

VCchCodper 


I am willing bet that nobody knows the people in 
this pieture. Well, I do; and if you want to guess 
or know the answer, email me at 
newsletter(S;storvgenes.eom . I would guess that 
the picture was taken about 1950ish. 



SCGS 2020 Officers 


Back row from left: Dick Cooper, newsletter editor; Pete 
Peterson, treasurer; Lyle Hammes, vice-president 
programming; Paul Marstchung, historian; Donna 
Kallem, vice-president membership. 

Front row from left: Nancy Long, president; Malvina 
Lutz, librarian; Mary Lohr, web manager; Annette 
Anderegg, secretary; Rhonda Graham, publicity 

Thank you to all officers who have stepped-up to help 
keep SCGS a great organization. Thank you to everyone 
who serves on committees and helps with the various 
aspects of SCGS. Also, if you have any suggestions for 
programs, speakers or anything else, please tell one of the 
officers. 
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February Words - SCGS Word Search #i6 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 
Answers at Word Search Answers on the Story County Genealogical Society website 
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President’s Message 

February has been much better to us as 
far as weather is concerned. Hopefully 
March will be even better. 

We had some very good speakers in 
February and look forward to the 
presentations coming up in March. Linda Greethurst 
really showed us lots on how to find information in 
newspapers. So, have you been spending time looking 
for info on your family in old newspapers? Megan Klein- 
Hewett told us what is available at the Ames Public 
Library for Genealogists and shared a little of her 
genealogy. We also had our District Rep from Iowa 
Genealogy Society visit. We had a couple of sisters at 
our Help Session looking for suggestions on how to put 
their information in a book to give to their children. 

I have been doing some research on my mother's side of 
the family (which is Norwegian) and start to get it under 
control and then several more names pop up. Don't tell 
Alice Hoyt Veen but I am off and running looking into 
another branch of the family. I guess that is the way I 
roll. 

Hope to see everyone in March and hear what new 
information you have found. 

Money 




Ides of March 

A Roman seer cautioned Julius Caesar to “beware the 
ides of March”. Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Julius 
Caesar, written around 1599, immortalized this dark 
moment and gave us the classic line of dismayed betrayal, 
“ Et tu. Brute?” when Julius Caesar was stabbed to death. 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday March 9, 2020 
6:30-8:30 PM 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 

Using Probate Records 

Speakers: Mary J Lohr & Malvina Lutz 

Details on Page 3 

Genealogy Plus 
Wednesday March 18, 2020 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library Auditorium 

Tools of the Trade: Timelines, 

Tables, Templates 
Speaker: Alice Hoyt Veen, CG 
Details on Page 3 

Genealogy & Computer Help Session 

Wednesday March 25, 2020 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 
Details on Page 3 
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SCGS Minutes-Page 2 

Daylight Saving Time-Page 2 

Rootsweb Mailing Lists-Page 3 

Web Manager-Page 4 

Meeting/Event Dates-Page 5 

Blank Page for Your Use-Page 6 

WordSearch-Page 7 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Meeting Minutes February, 10, 2020 

The meeting began under the direction of President 
Nancy Long at 6:34 p.m. Twenty-five members and six 
visitors were in attendance. 

Megan Klein-Hewett, an adult services librarian at the 
Ames Public Library, spoke to the group on the topic, 
“What’s at the Library for Genealogists?” She named, 
described and showed examples of library resources for 
genealogy research. The Heritage Room, located on the 
floor, is devoted to local history. Many of the items 
housed there are being digitized by the Historical Society 
(ameshistory.org). The genealogy reference collection is 
located behind the adult services desk. Digital resources 
are available on the library’s website 
(https ://www. amespubliclibrary. org) by choosing 

“Online Learning” and “Local History” in the “Learn & 
Explore” category on the home page. There is also a 
collection of genealogy materials, including magazines, 
that circulate. Items not housed at the library may be 
requested through interlibrary loan. Item requests may be 
made on the library’s website by filling out the form on 
“Request an Item” under “Books, Movies & More.” 

Following the presentation, attendees were encouraged to 
submit future program ideas on cards provided and 
introductions were made by each person relating 
something learned from the presentation. 

Nancy introduced Kathy Gourley, the Iowa Genealogical 
Society Region 8 representative. She spoke about her 
position as a representative. In answer to a question, she 
indicated that IGS personnel do provide programs about 
IGS resources to genealogical societies. 

Treasurer Pete Peterson presented the financial report. It 
will be filed for audit. 

Rhonda Graham of the audit committee reported that the 
treasurer followed good bookkeeping procedure and that 
no issues were discovered. 

Minutes of the January 2020 meeting were approved as 
published in the newsletter 

Continued in next column (MINUTES) 


Continued from previous column (MINUTES) 

President Nancy Long previewed this month’s 
GenealogyPLUS program to be held February 19th at 
10:00 a.m. Linda Greethurst will present the program 
titled “Genealogical Treasures in Newspapers.” 

The Help Session will be held on February 26* beginning 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Danfoss room of the library. 

Librarian Malvina Lutz reported that she had placed an 
order for a book about the history of the DAR in memory 
of Merlene Whisenand. She also submitted an order 
request for fourteen new titles to become part of the joint 
SCGS/library collection for this year. 

The meeting concluded at 7:45 p.m. 

CORRECTION NOTICE: In paragraph 4 of the January 
13, 2020, minutes the name of Megan Klein-Hewett was 
misspelled. 

Submitted by Annette Anderegg, Secretary 

Daylight Saving Time 

Daylight Saving Time in 2020 that happens on March 7- 
8*. It is the practice of setting the clocks forward 1 hour 
in the spring to make better use of natural daylight until 
the fall when the clocks are changed back to standard time 
again. 

Clocks Back or Forward? “Spring forward, fall back” is 
one of the little sayings used to remember which way to 
set your watch. You set your clock forward 1 hour in the 
spring when DST starts (= lose 1 hour), and back 1 hour 
when DST ends in the fall (= gain 1 hour). 

More Than 100 Years When Germany switched to DST 
on April 30, 1916 for the first time, it became the first 
country in the world to use DST on a national level. 
However, the town of Thunder Bay in Ontario, Canada 
implemented DST already in 1908. 

Suggested Earlier US inventor and politician Benjamin 
Franklin first proposed the concept of DST in 1784, but 
modern Daylight-Saving Time was first suggested in 
1895. At that time, George Vernon Hudson, an 
entomologist from New Zealand, presented a proposal for 
a 2-hour daylight saving shift. 

Daylight Saving Time information was taken from: 
www.timeanddate.com website. 
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Farewell to Thee, O Rootsweb Mailing Lists 

submitted by Mary J. Lohr 

As genealogy researehers, we’re used to change, 
especially in technology. One such change is the 
Rootsweb Mailing Lists which were archived in early 
March 2020 and are now a read-only database. The lists 
can still be searched but, essentially, nothing new can be 
added. Effectively, it’s as if they’ve been frozen in time. 

The lists are owned and hosted by Ancestry.com. The 
company is now recommending the Ancestry Message 
Boards which operate in much the same way. However, 
one must have a registered account with Ancestry. Note; 
this does not require a paid subscription. If you have ever 
had a paid subscription, free guest account, or had testing 
done with AncestryDNA then you still have access to that 
account (but not all the content unless you have an active 
subscription). The Ancestry Message Board are free to 
use. 

Google Groups (https://groups.google.coni/) is another 
option and there are some genealogy groups available, 
one of which is the Ostfriesen List. 

A number of the mailing lists from Rootsweb have 
migrated to a site called Groups.io 
(https://groups.io/groups) . You can search for groups by 
topic— or even start your own group! 

Many long-term genealogy researchers have fond 
memories of the old Rootsweb Mailing Lists. Some of us 
cut our genealogy teeth on them since they were our first 
introduction to research via something new called “social 
media.” A few of the original lists date back to the late 
1990s, just as the Internet was becoming more widely 
available for genealogy activity. In their heyday, the 
mailing lists were a hub of activity with hundreds of 
messages posted per month. 

And, yes, it’s true that change is constant. It remains to 
be seen if the Google Groups, Group.io, and Ancestry 
Mailing lists will continue to be as active as the Rootsweb 
Lists. Facebook groups and pages are a strong rival and 
currently seem to have more engagement. But I predict 
there will be even more developments in the years to 
come and information sharing among genealogist will 
continue to evolve. 

But what that will be is beyond my ability to predict! 


Upcoming Events At SCGS 

Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday March 9,2020 
Ames Public Library - Auditorium 
6:30 pm 

Using Probate Records 

Probate records can contain useful information for 
genealogists. An overview of using these records will be 
given, followed by an example that solved a research 
problem. 

Speakers: Mary J Lohr & Malyina Lutz 

Genealogy Plus! 

Wednesday March 18,2020 
Ames Public Library - Auditorium 
10:00 am - Noon 

Tools of the Trade: Timelines, 

Tables, Templates 

Inspiring ideas for your genealogy research from an 
experienced and Certified Genealogist! 

Speaker: Alice Hoyt Veen, CG 

Wednesday, March 25,2020 
Ames Public Library - Auditorium 
10:00 am - Noon 

Genealogy and Computer Help Session 

Bring your genealogy and/or computer questions and 
we'll try to help you find solutions to your questions, even 
if you aren’t a member. Bring a friend also. 

LIBRARIES & HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 

SCGS would like to hear from you. Tell us and our 
readers about your library or historical society. Tell us 
about your genealogy information or your history or 
anything else that may be of interest to our readers. 
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Mission / Purpose 


Editor’s Notes 

SCGS officers got an email from your friendly newsletter 
editor recently soliciting articles from them. Again in 
2020 we have a very fine staff of officers and we’re 
expecting great things from them. Let’s see if we can get 
articles that tell about what they do, or maybe about their 
research or how they stay so organized. 

I just received a book that I purchased about the early 
Cooper family. I haven’t had a chance to read it yet but it 
looks like it contains a lot of information. I have also read 
statements from other Cooper genealogists who refute 
the family genealogy shown in this book. Documentation 
may be tough either way as this part of the family dates 
back to the 1700s and further back to England. There is 
also evidence that this ancestor was bom in Virginia and 
died in North Carolina - (ROAD TRIP? - Maybe!!). 

The big news lately in the world and even the USA is the 
Coronavims or COVID-19. I’m certain that most of you 
who read this newsletter have seen at least 1 news report 
on the Coronavirus/COVID-19 and know that, although 
it appears to be contained and limited in the USA, it is 
still very dangerous. I won’t say any more on it except to 
be very, very cautious because it is so dangerous. 

VCch Cotyper 

From the Web Manaser .,. 

Membership in SCGS has its benefits, and one of those 
is access to the Members portion of the website. 
(storygenes.com) 

After signing in with your login credentials, you’ll find a 
list of topics from A to W in the left-hand column. These 
include handouts from the August 2019 Taste of 
Genealogy Fair, some speaker handouts, and genealogy 
papers on a variety of topics. Examples; Basic 
genealogy, beginning genealogy, cemetery research, 
learning resources, and Swedish research. 

Is there a topic you’d like to see posted here? 
Suggestions are welcome! Would you care to submit an 
article for inclusion? If so, please email these ideas and 
articles to webmanager(^storygenes.com. 


The Story County Genealogical Society, founded in 1968, 
is dedicated to promoting genealogy research through 
providing quality programs, classes, and resources. 

2020 Officers of SCGS 



Eeft to right: Rhonda Graham, Publicity; Donna Kallem, 
VP-Membership; Annette Anderegg, Secretary; Paul 
Martsching, Historian; Mary Eohr, Web Manager; Eyle 
Hammes, VP-Programming; Malvina Eutz, Eibrarian; 
Pete Peterson, Treasurer; Nancy Eong, President; Dick 
Cooper, Newsletter Editor. 

I know that this paragraph is here in nearly every 
newsletter, but it’s the tmth. Without you we couldn’t be 
the excellent organization that we are. Thank you to all 
officers who have stepped-up to help keep SCGS a great 
organization. Thank you to everyone who serves on 
committees and helps with the various aspects of SCGS. 
Also, if you have any suggestions for programs, speakers 
or anything else, please tell one of the officers. 

Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 

March 2 - Texas Independence Day 

March 2 - Read Across America Day 

March 3 - Super Tuesday 

March 6 - Employee Appreciation Day 

March 8 - Daylight Saving Time starts 

March 17 - St Patrick’s Day 

March 19 - March Equinox 

March 29 - National Vietnam War Veterans Day 

March 30 - Seward’s Day 

There are many other religious and regional holidays in 
March. Visit https://www.timeanddate.com/holidavs/ for 
holidays and observances any place and any time. 
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Following are the scheduled dates for Story County Genealogical Society 
meetings, seminars and events. 

These functions are all held at the Ames Public Library, 515 Douglas Avenue, Ames, Iowa 
50010 - 515-239-5646. 

Please watch your SCGS newsletter for any changes and details about the room and/or 
location, meetings, seminars and/or events. 


Please note that these dates are September 2020 thru May 2021 


SCGS Functions 
Month and Year 
September 2020 
October 2020 
November 2020 
December 2020 
January 2021 
February 2021 
March 2021 
April 2021 
May 2021 


SCGS Meeting and 
Function (6:30-7:30pm) 

September 14, 2020 
October 12, 2020 
November 9, 2020 
No meeting 
January 11, 2021 
February 8, 2021 
March 8, 2021 
April 12, 2021 
May 10, 2021 


Genealogy Plus and 
Function (lOam-noon) 

September 16, 2020 
October 21, 2020 
November 18, 2020 
December 16, 2020 
January 20, 2021 
February 17, 2021 
March 17, 2021 
April 21, 2021 
May 19, 2021 


Help Session - Genealogy & 
Technology (lOam-noon) 

September 23, 2020 
October 28, 2020 
November 25, 2020 
No meeting 
January 27, 2021 
February 24, 2021 
March 24, 2021 
April 28, 2021 
May 26, 2021 


Ideas for Meetings, Seminars and Event Functions 

Listed below you will find a list of ideas for meetings, seminars and other event functions. This is a list of random 
ideas compiled by our new Vice President - Programming, Lyle Hammes. These are suggested subjects only and 
possible speakers may have not been decided upon yet, although ideas regarding speakers are welcome also. 


SAR, DAR, Sons of Norway, Masons, Lineage Soc. 

Courthouse, census and maps research 

Story Teller ancestors in Story County in 1850s 

Research in foreign countries 

FaceBook & Grave searching topics 

Western Iowa development 

DNA information 

Preserving records 

County exploration & how they changed with time 

RootsMagic & computer technology presentation 

Civil War ancestors 

History & highlights of SCGS 

Various search methods 

Orphan Train and CCC in the 1930s & WPA 

Finding obituaries 

Social media & other types of research media 

SCGS members’ search results and organization 

Ghost towns in Iowa 

Road Trip to Iowa State Historical Society or IGS 

Writing your ancestors’ history 

Ostfriesen discussion and information 

History & evolution of country schools in Iowa 

Lineage societies including Mayflower 

Ethnic groups in Iowa 

Military records 



This list is only a thumbnail summary of ideas from all of the SCGS members and is certainly not complete. If you 
have any ideas that you want to add to those above, or wish to expand on any idea or speakers above, please feel free 
to contact any SCGS officer via phone or email. 
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This Page Left Blank For Your Use Only 

Use it for your program ideas, research notes, 

meetings and other items. 
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Native Americans in Iowa - SCGS Word Search #17 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 
Answers at Word Search Answers on the Story County Genealogical Society website 


ARIKARA 

IOWA 

MESKWAKI 

OSAGE 

PONCA 

CHIPPEWA 

lOWAY 

MIAMI 

OTOE 

POTAWATOMI 

DAKOTASIOUX 

KANSA 

MISSOURI 

OTTAWA 

POWESHIEK 

FOX 

KICKAPOO 

MIONGWENA 

PAHODJA 

SAUK 

HIDATSA 

MANDAN 

NEZPERCE 

PAWNEE 

SIOUX 

HOCHUNK 

MASCOUTEN 

OMAHA 

PEORIA 

WINNEBAGO 
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President’s Message 

I These are very uncertain times and 
not knowing what is going to happen, 
we have cancelled all our programs 
for the rest of our year. Our website 
has many good links to finding just 
about anything you are interested in 
and there are many different sites on-line that we can 
check and get some Genealogy done. Or maybe we can 
get started on those Family History stories. I belong to a 
couple of other groups who started a kind of email chain 
and check in every day or so to see how everyone is doing 
or just to say Hi. Maybe we could do that. 

I can't help but think that although we are concerned 
about the future, history is being made right now and 
what a great resource to leave for future generations by 
writing down your thoughts and concerns while you are 
living it. 


Just A Reminder 

All Story County Genealogical Society 

Meetings and Events Thru The End of 

May 2020 Have Been Cancelled. 

The Ames Public Library is Closed Until 

May 15**^, Therefore The Decision Was 
Made That All Activities Will Be Cancelled 

Thru May 2020. 

See You In The Fall - Have A Good Summer 




I have been staying in. You sure have to think ahead 
when you have someone else get and deliver groceries to 
you. I certainly wasn't very happy last night when the 
microwave bit the dust. I didn't realize I used it that 
much. Now everything I want to do involves the 
microwave. I guess I can live without it for a while. 

I have been putting off digging into my Norwegian side 
of the family, every time I start, I get so confused and 
walk away. Maybe I will finish one of the Family Stories 
I have started. 

Stay safe. 

hJa^icy Lon^ 


Just A Few Items Inside This Issue 


President’s Message-Page 1 

SCGS Minutes-Page 2 
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Ancestry LE-Page 3 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Meeting Minutes March 9, 2020 

The meeting began under the direction of President 
Nancy Long at 6:33 p.m. Nineteen members and one 
visitor were in attendance. 

Introductions were made by attendees relating whether or 
not they had worked with probate files in their research. 

Minutes of the February 2020 meeting were approved as 
published in the newsletter. 

Librarian Malvina Lutz reported that book order is in 
process with the public library. 

President Nancy Long previewed this month’s 
GenealogyPLUS program to be held March 18'^ at 10:00 
a.m. Alice Hoyt Veen will present the program titled 
“Tools of the Trade.” 

The Help Session will be held on March 25* beginning at 
10:00 a.m. in the Danfoss room of the library. 

Presenters of the evening’s program were introduced by 
President Nancy Long. Mary Lohr is a long-time SCGS 
member and the society’s Web Manager. Malvina Lutz is 
a fairly new member and serves as the society’s Librarian. 
The topic of their presentation was “Using Probate 
Records.” Mary provided definitions of terms, 
description of the probate process and possible 
information that can be found in the records. Malvina 
followed with a case study she and Mary had worked on 
together. Details of their joint project, aimed at providing 
an answer to a query submitted to the society, provided 
insight into what to expect when searching through 
probate records at a repository. 

The meeting concluded at 7:30 p.m. 

Submitted by Annette Anderegg, Secretary 


Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 

April 1 - April Fools’ Day 

April 2 - Pascua Florida Day (Florida) 

April 6 - National Tartan Day 
April 13 - Thomas Jefferson’s Birthday 
April 15 - Father Damien Day (Hawaii) 

April 16 - Emancipation Day (DC) 

April 20 - Patriot’s Day (Maine & Massachusetts) 

April 21 - San Jacinto Day (Texas) 

April 21 - National Library Workers’ Day 
April 22 - Administrative Professionals Day 
April 24 - Arbor Day (Nebraska) 

April 26 - Confederate Heroes’ Day (Florida) 

April 27 - Confederate Memorial Day (Alabama) 

April 27 - State Holiday (Georgia) 

There are many religious and regional holidays in April. 
Visit https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/ for 
holidays and observances anywhere in the world. 

Brief History of April Fools’ Day 

April Fools' Day or April Fool's Day (sometimes called 
All Fools' Day) is an annual custom on April 1, consisting 
of practical jokes and hoaxes. The player of the joke or 
hoax often exposes their action later by shouting "April 
fools" at the recipient. The recipients of these actions are 
called April fools. 

Mass media can be involved in these pranks, which may 
be revealed as such the following day. Although popular 
since the 19th century, the day is not a public holiday in 
any country. The only exception is Odessa in Ukraine, 
where the first of April is an official city holiday. 

Aside from April Fools' Day, the custom of setting aside 
a day for the playing of harmless pranks upon one's 
neighbor has historically been relatively common in the 
world. 


This information regarding April Fools’ Day was copied 
(with very slight alteration) form Wikipedia, The Free 
Encyclopedia, page title was April Fools’ Day. 
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Ancestry Library Edition (LE) Availability at APL 

The Story County Genealogical Society has been in contact with Megan Klein-Hewett at the Ames Public Library 
and asked that they make Ancestry LE available from home to their card holders. AND THEY DID IT!!! (Thank 
You). Of course other libraries are doing the same thing. 

Eollowing are the instructions to get on Ancestry EE at the Ames Public Eibrary: 

1) Go to SCGS website (https://storvgenes.com) and click on HOME in the left column. You will see 

“Connecting to Ancestry” below that. Click on “Connecting to Ancestry” link and in the body of the SCGS 
web page you will see a link (see below) to the APE catalog. 

If you have an active library card from the Ames Public Library, you can now connect to Ance: 
from home by following these instructions: 


Start with this link to our catalog: httD://catalo Q amesDl or a' DOlarls/Search/mlsc/es< i. '' <««< 

3SDX?ctx-3.1033.0.0.1 &Cateaorv-232 


2) When you get to the link in the Catalog section of the 
APE website (above), in the listing on the right, you will 
find Ancestry Eibrary Edition (Eogin required - click 
here) Click for login and the link will take you to a page 
that will prompt you for your Username and Password. 
(See insert of Username and Password or PIN page.) 


3) After you enter your Username and Password or PIN, you will be taken to another page that will have a list 
of Databases, which will include Ancestry Library Edition. You can click on “Ancestry Library Edition” and 
it will take you to Ancestry Eibrary Edition website - HAVE EUN WHILE YOU ARE AT HOME. 

Instructions are also on the Storv Countv Genealogical Society FaceBook page 

Please remember that Ancestry LE from the APL is not always accessible from vour home. 

but as Nancy Long stated in this newsletter. “These are very uncertain times...”. The Ames 

Public Library is making Ancestry Library Edition available until the end of April and they 

will re-evaluate the availability at that time. 

Thanks to the Ames Public Library for helping their natrons and our members in this time. 


If you are not registered for library services, click here to register now . 

Please enter your username or barcode, and password. 
Username or Barcode: 

Create Username 

Password or PIN: 

Forgot your password or PIN? 


Log In 


Don't forget to fog out... 


I Home 


Connecting to Ancestry 


About Us 
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Ultimate Genealogist’s Google Toolbox: the Best 
Search Strategies, Tools and Projects for Family 
History, ed., by Lisa Louise Cooke, 

(www.genealogygems.eom), 2020, (220 p.) 

In this most reeent edition of the Ultimate Genealogist’s 
Google Toolbox, author Lisa Louise Cooke gives an 
update on the ever-ehanging ways of Google. Some of 
the resourees formerly available with Google have 
ehanged, some are no longer supported, and new ones 
have been introdueed. 

Nowadays, when a topie rises in eonversation the 
suggestion is to “just Google it.” And genealogy 
researehers are no exeeption. But you ean get lost in a 
maze of results if you don’t have a good seareh strategy. 
This book outlines the steps in formulating, evaluating, 
and exeeuting a seareh, analyzing results, and eontinuing 
the seareh. And that’s just the first two ehapters! 

In addition to being the most popular seareh engine, 
Google also has a plethora of tools: the Chrome 
Browser, Gmail, Google Books, Google News Arehive, 
Google Seholar, Google Patents, Google Photos, Google 



Additional text in next eolumn (GOOGLE) 


Additional text from previous eolumn (GOOGLE) 

Translate, Youtube, and Google Earth. Although none of 
these produets was developed speeifieally for 
genealogists, they ean be used to traek down your 
aneestors. And in a ehapter devoted to eaeh of these 
Google produets, the author deseribes in detail, and with 
elear illustrations, how to harness eaeh one to serve your 
researeh purposes. 

But, wait, there’s more. Google Earth has not one, but 
seven, ehapters! Eeam how to plot your aneestor’s 
homestead, find historie images and maps, aneestral 
homes and loeations, plot migration paths, and ereate 
family history tours. 

Using the methods detailed in this book eould launeh you 
on the way to beeoming a Google seareh expert! 

Book review by Mary J. Eohr 


Editor’s Notes 

Believe it or not. I’m having trouble explaining 
something. In the middle of this total crisis we are all 
experiencing, SCGS is able to publish what I consider as 
a EULL NEWSLETTER. I thank everyone who has 
contributed to this effort. 

This newsletter has started a new idea in articles; that 
would be an article every month about an historical 
society, library and/or genealogical society in or near 
Story County, or anywhere else for that matter. Our first 
history is about Gilbert Community Historical Society in 
Gilbert, Iowa (page 8). 

I won’t spend much space on the virus that is affecting the 
entire world, only to say that I hope everyone will stay 
safe and listen to the doctors and everyone who is giving 
good information. The CDC has a lot of information on 
their website: https://www.cdc.gov . Check it out. 

Also, while you are probably spending extra time at home, 
check out the SCGS web page for lots of information: 
https://storygenes.com. 

VCch Cooper 
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2020 Genealogical Book Purchases - SCGS/APL 


Genealogy for Beginners by Katherine Pennavaria, March 2020 ** 

Genealogy Secrets: A Guide to Successful Research Strategies by Holly T. Hansen and others, 2017 

How to Find Your Family History in U.S. Church Records: A Genealogist’s Guide: 

With Specific Resources for Major Christian Denominations Before 1900 by Harold A. Henderson, 2019 

A Family Tree Scandinayian Guide: How to Trace Your Ancestors in Denmark, Sweden, and Norway by Dayid A. 
Fryxell, 2019 

Tracing Your Scottish Ancestry through Church and State Records: A Guide for Family Historians by Chris Patton, 
January 2020 

Tracing your Irish Ancestors by John Grenham, 2019, 5th Reyised Edition 
Iowa Genealogical Research by Ruby Coleman, 2017 ** 

The Central Iowa Norwegians, Volume 1 by Arlen Twedt, 2017 ** 

The Central Iowa Norwegians, Volume 2 by Arlen Twedt, 2018 ** 

Germany and Scotland Immigrants to Iowa by Margaret Krug Palen, 2019 ** 

Tracing Your Ancestors Using DNA: A Guide For Family Historians by Graham S. Holton, 2019 
How to Write Compelling Stories from Family History by Annette Gendler, 2019 
Ethical Dilemmas in Genealogy by Penny Walters, 2019 

Genealogy Standards - Second Edition by Board for Certification of Genealogists, 2019 
Submitted by - Malyina Eutz - SCGS Eibrarian 

The Ames Public Library has been asked to reyiew the books marked with “**” and possibly barcode these books as 
nonfiction so patrons will be able to check them out and read them. 

This list of books has been presented to the APE and, if approyed, the books will be purchased and SCGS and APE 
will share the cost of them. 
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Exploring Ames Public Library Databases 

by Mary J, Lohr 

Libraries have books. Lots of books. Even books on genealogy! But are you aware the Ames Publie Library also 
has a lot of online databases that have resourees useful for genealogists? 

Some of the databases are only available from within the Library, but many can be accessed from home— even at 2 
AM when you’re in your pajamas. 

To access the list of electronic resources, go to http://www.amespubliclibrary.org, select Learn & Explore, then 
chose Online Learning. You’ll be presented with approximately forty databases, including Ancestry [usually 
available only in the Library, but now accessible from home until April 30. See article in this issue p. 3 how to 
connect]. 

These databases may be of interest: 

Ames Tribune Archive Includes online, searchable issues of the Ames newspapers (title varies) from 1877. A great 
way to search for obituaries and “news of the day.” 

Bridges, hoopla, and Kanopy Three separate databases that include ebooks, audiobooks, videos, and movies. 

Digital Learn and GCF Learnfree Both contain fantastic collections to learn a variety of skills, especially 
technology related. Basic PC and Mac instruction, being safe online, navigating a website, tech tips, job skills and 
resumes, introduction to Skype, Facebook, and Android mobile devices, office technology (Word, Excel, Office), 
Dropbox, Windows, MacOS, and Linux, all things Google (Gmail, Hangouts, Slides, Drive) ... and more! 

Farwell T, Brown Photographic Archives Images from 1860s to the 1990s covering the city of Ames. (This 
database has its own listing under Learn & Explore.) 

FamilySearch Using this database within the Library enables you to use the Affiliate Library status of the Ames 
Public Library to view many records not available at home. 

HeritageQuest Online A resource not to be missed! US census from 1790 through 1940, family history books, 
city directories. Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Records, 

immigration and naturalization records, probates and wills, census for Canada, Library of Congress photo 
collection, as well as some international records. The content of this collection, provided by Ancestry, seems to be 
growing. 

So, if you’re spending more time at home these days, you may want to take a look to see what you have been 
missing! 

Note: some, but not all, of these databases may require an active Ames Public Library card. 


This email newsletter is a good example of SOCIAL DISTANCING 
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This Unique Obituary is Transcribed Below 
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Article reprinted from Thursday, 26 Oetober 1911 issue 
of The Daily Gate City newspaper and was published in 
Keokuk, Iowa. Article can be found on page 4, column 3. 

Obituary Transcribed 


UNIQUE OBITUARY NOTICE. 


MIDDLETON, N.Y., Oct. 26 - One of the most 
remarkable obituary notices ever printed was published 
in the Sullivan County Review from its Montela (Ulster 
County) correspondent. It is as follows: 

“Sam Logdell is dead. Some days ago he was stricken 
with poisoning from a wound in the neck while fighting 
with his wife when he was drunk. Doctors Grindle of 
Eureka and Butts of Claryville were in attendance, but in 
spite of their utmost efforts the poison spread until as a 
last resort they used the knife. The operation was of no 
avail, however, and now he ain’t here any more. 

“Sam was a unique character. Only once in a generation 
is a community pestered with such a human viper, such a 
moral X: he was the unsolved conundrum. ‘What is he 
good for?’ His only virtue was the persistence of his 
wickedness, his only excellence the stability of his 
unrepentance. 


SCGS Officers for 2020 



Left to right: Dick Cooper, Newsletter Editor; Nancy 
Long, President; Pete Peterson, Treasurer; Malvina Lutz, 
Librarian; Lyle Hammes, VP-Programming; Mary Lohr, 
Web Manager; Paul Martsching, Historian; Annette 
Anderegg, Secretary; Donna Kallem, VP-Membership; 
Rhonda Graham, Publicity. 


“Only Once in a Generation is a Community Pestered 
with Such a Human Viper,” Writes a Country 
Correspondent. 


Thank you to all officers both past and present who have 
stepped-up to help keep SCGS a great organization. As 
stated in another article, more people are needed to serve 
on committees and help with the various aspects of 
SCGS. 


Continued in next column (OBITUARY) 
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Gilbert Community Historical Society 

Gilbert is a gem of “small towns”. It is only 4 miles north 
of Ames and has 4 schools with programs that include 
nearly all types of activities. Gilbert also has 3 city parks 
and a population of over 1,200 people. Gilbert is a very 
rich and growing community. 

The Gilbert Historical Society, located at 209 Main 
Street, Gilbert, Iowa is a community-based historical 
society/museum that has collections of items including: 

1. many pictures of days gone by, 

2. school and student class pictures and athletic 
items back to the 1920s 

3. pictures and memorabilia from the Zennorsville 
area 

4. Veterans photos, names and memorabilia 

5. The Gilbert Airport 

6. Gilbert Stock Yard 

7. many, many other items too numerous to 
mention. 

The Historical Society’s mission is to promote the 
preservation of the history of Gilbert and surrounding 
area. The current officers are: 

President - Teri Harriman Gallahan (515-233-9347) 

Vice President - Nancy Long (515-290-8751) 

Secretary - Margot Eness 
Treasurer - Gene Upstill. 

As you can see in the photo, the Gilbert Historical Society 
is especially interested in telling the history of Gilbert to 
young people, and the teachers and helpers at the schools 
know this. Often they will take students on a “field trip” 
to the historical society and see items that are from the 
“good ole days” but are very interesting because 
sometimes the photos may contain pictures of their 
ancestors. The Gilbert Historical Society works in 
conjunction with the “Red” Buchman Community 
Building and the Gilbert Library (207 Main Street) for 
many of their programs. Gilbert works in partnership 
with the Bertha Bartlett Public Library in Story City to 
provide library services to the residents of Gilbert. The 
library, has an active reading program for children of all 
ages. Stop in and pick up a book, use the public computer 
or chat with the friendly and knowledgeable staff. 

Continued in next column (Gilbert) 


Continued from previous column (Gilbert) 

The Gilbert Community Historical Society website is - 
www.citvofgilbertiowa.org/182/Historical-Societv . 

You can find the Gilbert Historical Society Lacebook 
page by typing Gilbert Historical Society in the search 
box. I would encourage everyone to go to both their 
website and the Lacebook page to explore all of the 
information that is stored there. If you scroll the Lacebook 
pages, you will find information and pictures that go back 
many years. Maybe there are people that you can identify 
- or maybe you will see your picture in one of the school 
group photos. 



Mrs Kee’s kindergarten circa 1958 


Editor’s Note: I hope that this will be a continual column 
in this newsletter and encourage all historical societies, 
libraries and/or genealogical societies to email me your 
history or information (newsletter® genes.com) that you 
would like to have published in this newsletter. We have 
a very wide distribution so many people will see it - 
especially in the Story County area. 
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Civil War Battles - SCGS Word Search #i8 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 
Answers at Word Search Answers on the Story County Genealogical Society website 


Antietam 

Chickamauga 

FtSumter 

Mansfield 

Petersburg 

Appomattox 

ColdHarbor 

Franklin 

Monocacy 

PortHudson 

Atlanta 

Crater 

GainesMill 

Olustee 

Shiloh 

Boonsboro 

Donelson 

Gettysburg 

Overland 

Vicksburg 

BullRun 

Dranesville 

Glendale 

OxHill 

Wilderness 

Chancellorsville 

FtHenry 

Leesburg 

Perryville 

Winchester 
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President’s Message 

As I sit here at home with the 
morning news on and the reports of 
the rapidly rising rate of COVID 19 
cases across the state, but the 
Governor is allowing certain places 
to reopen. This is very confusing to 
me as they say that Iowa hasn't even reached its peak yet. 
Maybe our leaders should read what was written about 
the country went thru with the Spanish Flu. I know this 
is different, but in many ways the same. This would be 
another reason to write down your thoughts and 
observations during this time. I opened my journal today 
and found that I haven't written anything for a 
week. Wrote down four pages of info today. I don't write 
down something every day but at least I am trying. 

Even though we haven't been meeting during this time, I 
hope everyone has had found time to do some research 
and writing. I did a little research on a cemetery in Ames 
which I had kind of passed over in the past. Found many 
people buried there that I didn't realize that this was their 
final resting place. All the work that members of SCGS 
did in the 90's sure does help. Find A Grave and Million 
Graves also provide helpful information. 

I understand that Mary Logsdon retired in March. She 
kind of went into retirement very quietly because of all 
that is happening right now but I wanted her to know that 
we really wish her well and thank her for all that she did 
for SCGS to get the good programing going at the Ames 
Public Library. She will be missed but wish her well. 

Everyone stay safe. 

hJancy 


SPECIAL MEETING SCHEDULED FOR 

MAY II™ - SEE PAGE 8, COLUMN 2 FOR 

MORE INFORMATION 


Regular SCGS Meetings 

Genealogy Plus Meetings 
Genealogy & Computer Help Sessions 

NO IN-PERSON MEETINGS 

UNTIL AT LEAST AFTER THE 

I^^ OF JUNE 2020 


Just A Few Items Inside This Issue 
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President’s Article-Page 1 

Keep Your Money at Home-Page 2 

LibraryThing-Page 3 

Support Your Local Genealogy Society - Page 4 

Mother’s Day-Page 5 
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Huxley Public Library-Page 7 

Editor’s Desk-Page 8 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Meeting Minutes April 13, 2020 

As we didn’t have a meeting in April so, therefore we 
don’t have any minutes (sorry Annette) there is nothing 
to fill this space. 

I can tell you that there are some rumors floating around 
that we may have a Zoom meeting on the computer in 
May. It’s fairly easy to do. I have been on several Zoom 
meetings through our church and it works very well. If 
the SCGS board decides to go ahead and do this meeting, 
we will probably use this same email list of SCGS 
members, non-members and friends to get the 
information out - watch your emails. 


Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 

May 1 - Law Day 
May 1 - Loyalty Day 
May 2 - Kentucky Derby 

May 2 - National Explosive Ordnance Disposal Day 

May 5 - Cinco de Mayo 

May 6 - National Nurses Day 

May 8 - Truman Day - Missouri 

May 8 - Victory in Europe Day 

May 8 - Military Spouse Appreciation Day 

May 10 - Mother’s Day 

May 11 - Confederate Memorial Day 

May 12 - Primary Election Day (W. Virginia) 

May 15 - Peace Officers Memorial Day 
May 15 - National Defense Transportation Day 
May 16 - Armed Eorces Day 
May 16 - Preakness Stakes 

May 20 - Emergency Medical Services for Children 

May 22 - National Maritime Day 

May 25 - Memorial Day (Eederal Holiday) 

May 25 - National Missing Children’s Day 

There are many days that indicate that they are the last 
day of lockdown for the COVID-19. Watch your local, 
state and federal officials for more information. There 
are also many other religious and regional holidays in 
May. Visit https://www.timeanddate.com/holidavs/ for 
holidays and observances anywhere in the world. 


“Keep the Money at Home” 

This newspaper article was found in The County Record, 
Vol. XXI, Kingstree, South Carolina, October 3, 1907, 
No. 39. It was located on page 4, column 1 and it still 
applies in 2020; funny how history repeats itself: 

“Suppose you can buy from Sears, Roebuck & Co. an 
article for $ 1.00 that would include cost to you $1.50 from 
your home merchant; are you really the gainer? Deduct 
the express charges and you have a fancied gain of 
twenty-five cents. Suppose the goods don’t suit you - and 
it’s an accident when they do, as these concerns palm off 
on country “greenhorns” the stuff that their city customers 
would scorn - what redress have the out of town patrons? 
You return the goods and they tell you that they are 
damaged and charge you as much as they please, so that 
when your money is returned (they all guarantee to give 
you your money back) it is just about one-half of what you 
are entitled to. 

“Another view to take of it: Suppose you get hard up 
during the dull summer months, would you ask Messrs 
Sears, Roebuck & Co. or Messrs Montgomery, Ward & 
Co. or Messrs R H Macy & Co, to credit you until your 
crop was harvested? Well, hardly, and if you did they 
would laugh at you. 

“And, again, it is to be considered that every dollar that is 
sent away from a town or community impoverishes that 
community just to the amount that is sent off. There is 
such a community of interests in a town or country 
neighborhood that every dollar that goes out of circulation 
affects to a certain extend the entire population. 

“Another point to remember is this: Suppose there is a 
church to be built, or any charitable enterprise needing 
aid, where would you go for money? How much would 
the catch-penny Northern houses contribute? Would not 
the home merchant and business man be the source from 
which you would count on getting the money? 

“These facts are often overlooked and the moral is: “Keep 
the money at home.” 
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LibraryThing: a System to Catalog Your 

Genealogy (and Other) Books 

submitted by Mary J. Lohr 

If you have one, or many, shelves of genealogy books you 
may be interested in learning about a way to keep track 
of your collection. LibraryThing, called a “social 
cataloging web application,” is a tool available that can 
help in many ways. 

Of course, you could use paper and pencil, a spreadsheet 
or form. And those work fine in many cases. 

But LibraryThing has some additional features you may 
wish to explore. 

The software is free ( www.librarvthing.com) and an easy 
download. There is also a LibraryThing app for 
Android and iOS. When you use the app it’s very easy to 
take your collection information with you and know at a 
glance what’s in your personal library. 


Continued from previous column (LibraryThing) 

bar code of the item. On a book the bar code on a book 
is usually located on the back cover. 

You can make your entire collection private or public. 

LibraryThing includes book recommendations, book 
reviews, and groups for discussion. And each month there 
is the option to get a free book in exchange for a review. 

I’ve been using LibraryThing for several weeks and am 
still finding new features! My recommendation is to 
download the app (you’ll need to create a free account) 
and take it for a test drive. You really can’t break 
anything! There are also a number of instructional 
videos on YouTube. 

SCGS Officers for 2020 


The first step is to input the titles of your books, CDs, 
movies, etc. You can manually enter author, title, edition, 
publication information, etc. (How much is up to 
you.) Of course, this can be tedious and there actually is 
an easier way. By entering just the author, title, or 
ISBN, LibraryThing will search various databases and 
if a match is found, the item information can be imported 
directly. You can edit and delete or add more data to suit 
your needs, including personal comments. 

Another feature is that for each item you can also add 
“tags” or keywords to describe the item. For example, a 
book on lineage applications could be tagged “DAR,” 
“lineage.” Other tags could note the type of research such 
as “German,” “Irish,” or “Ostfriesen.” 

LibraryThing allows you to sort by 
“collection.” Obviously, an important one would be 
genealogy! But you can add others, too, including 
historical, reference, books to ready, mysteries, etc. And 
each item can be in more than one collection—whatever 
fits your needs. 

Perhaps the easiest way to add an item is by using the 
LibraryThing app which allows you to simply point the 
camera of your mobile device (cell phone, tablet) at the 



Left to right: Dick Cooper, Newsletter Editor; Nancy Long, 
President; Pete Peterson, Treasurer; Malvina Lutz, 
Librarian; Lyle Hammes, VP-Programming; Mary Lohr, 
Web Manager; Paul Martsching, Historian; Annette 
Anderegg, Secretary; Donna Kallem, VP-Membership; 
Rhonda Graham, Publicity. 


Thank you to all officers and members who have stepped- 
up to help keep SCGS a great organization. As stated in 
another article in this issue, more people are needed to 
serve on committees and help with the various aspects of 
SCGS. 


Continued in next column (LibraryThing) 
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Memorial Day 


Support Your Local Genealogy Society! 

Bonnie Samuel, VP 

Alissa Stoehr has a meaningful quote on her email: 
"Nobody has to do everything, but Everybody has to do 
something! 

Or, to pull from another famous quote: 

You may ask what SCGS offers you, but what do you do 
to support SCGS? 

Over the last five years, SCGS has offered genealogieal 
edueational programming that puts us in line with some 
of the best organizations in the eountry. Attendanee has 
steadily grown as those interested in learning the proeess 
of family research, enabling them to find true ancestors, 
attend regular society meetings, "Write Your Family 
Stories," Genealogy Plus, special classes, conferences, 
the Genealogy Plus Standard course, plus take advantage 
of the monthly help sessions. SCGS has an informational 
website and a monthly newsletter too. 

There are small tasks to large, committees up to Board 
positions that need people to serve. We hope you will 
give some thought to what YOU can do to help. Also 
consider becoming a member if you are not now, or 
paying your dues (due in January under present system). 
Donations are always very welcome and greatly 
appreciated too. You can pay your dues or donate on our 
website at www.storygenes.com. 

Editor’s Note: This article was first written over a year 
ago, and there have been some changes in SCGS’ 
structure, but this article generally holds true today. 
Thank you to Bonnie Samuel for this insightful, timeless 
article. 



Memorial Day is a federal holiday in the United States 
celebrated on the last Monday of May commemorating men 
and women who died while serving in the United States 
Armed Forces. 

Initially (officially since 1868 - proclaimed by General John 
Logan) Memorial Day was a holiday in memory of the 
soldiers who died in the Civil War. The feast was supposed 
to be a step towards national reconciliation. The original 
name (Decoration Day) comes from placing flowers on the 
graves of the soldiers. 

Memorial Day was celebrated differently in different states. 
Until 1890 it was celebrated in all the states of the North. 
After World War I the nature of the holiday changed to 
honor the memory of all Americans who died in any war - 
not only the Civil War. 

From 1868 to 1970 the holiday was held on May 30. The 
Uniform Monday Holiday Act moved its date to last 
Monday of May to increase the number of three-day 
weekends for federal employees. 

No author cited in this article 

This article was taken from the Internet - https://www.calendar- 
12.com/holiday s/memorial_day/2017. 


Unusual Grave Markers 



RAISED FOUR BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTERS A 
WITH ONLY ONE BATHROOM AND , ' 


With four daughters and one bathroom, there is bound to 
be some tension in the house. To maintain love in that kind 
of environment is something any parent would be proud 
of. Apparently, this parent was so proud that they wanted 
it to be their last identifier. 

https://www.postfun.com/categorv/strange/ 


3 5TILL IHHERE WAS LOVE.;, 
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Mother’s Day 

Mother's Day is a celebration honoring the mother of the 
family, as well as motherhood, maternal bonds, and the 
influence of mothers in society. It is celebrated on various 
days in many parts of the world, most commonly in the 
months of March or May. It complements similar 
celebrations honoring family members, such as Father's 
Day, Siblings Day, and Grandparents Day. 

The modern Mother’s Day began in the United States, at the 
initiative of Ann Reeves Jarvis in the early 20th century. 
The U.S.-derived modern version of Mother's Day has been 
criticized for having become too commercialized. Founder 
Jarvis herself regretted this commercialism and expressed 
views on how that was never her intention. 

Information taken from Wikipedia.org 

Editor’s note: Most people will never realize the 
importance of their mother and the influence she had in our 
lives. The realization generally comes when mother is gone. 
Re-read the quote above “motherhood, maternal bonds, and 
the influence of mothers”. Think about it, especially today. 



SCGS & Ames Public Library - 

Working Together 

SCGS is in receipt of a thank you letter from the Ames 
Public Library (APL) acknowledging receipt of the books 
that SCGS wished to obtain in a joint purchase between 
the APL and SCGS and also a book in memory of 
Merlene Whisenand, a long time, loyal SCGS member. 

The book purehased by SCGS in memory of Merlene 
Whisenand (proud DAR member) is entitled: Ameriean 
Treasure: The Enduring Spirit of the PAR. This book will 
include a bookplate saying the SCGS has purchased the 
book in memorial of our longtime member, Merlene 
Whisenand. It will eontain a barcode and shelved as a 
nonfiction book for patrons to check out. 


Memorial Day Remembered 

Written by Andy Rooney 
Forwarded by Dick Cooper, SCGS member 

As many of you know, lately I have been reading books 
by Andy A. Rooney, formerly of 60 Minutes editorial 
fame. He wrote several books that deal with his unusual 
way of looking at many subjects. I thought of genealogy 
when I read Section VI, “Memorial Day” of his book The 
Most of Andy Rooney . 

In the final 4 paragraphs of the “Memorial Day” article, 
he discussed the importance of Memorial Day, some of 
the history and reasons. The following statements close 
out this section of his Memorial Day article and I feel that 
they are very appropriate to genealogy purposes for 
visiting cemeteries: 

“I remember my father and mother, of course, and I 
remember their fathers and mothers. But who remembers 
my grandfathers’ and grandmothers’ grandfathers’ and 
grandmothers’? Or theirs? Not me, and in the long hard 
history of the world, that isn’t much time. 

“It’s all too much to consider-and too depressing. 

“I suspect the best thoughts of old friends come not on 
specific days set aside for remembering them, but from 
the things we used to do with them and from the special 
way we do things because that was the way they did them. 
The life they lived is now part of our own. 

“It’s about the only kind of memorial that means much.” 

The Most of Andy Rooney 
Published by Galahad Books, New York, NY 
Copyright © 1986 by Essay Productions 
ISBN: 0-88365-765-1 
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Exploring My European Roots: Twenty Years of Research 

by Mary J. Lohr 

It’s not unusual for Americans to be able to trace their ancestry, at least on one line of their family, to early New 
England or Colonial times. Branches of their family may have been in the United States for many generations. 
However, my own ancestors, and those of my husband, were “late to the party,” having arrived in the USA between 
approximately 1855 and 1881. I’ve been able to research their lives fairly well in this country using tried and true 
methods. But once my research reached the shores of the Atlantic Ocean I was presented with a challenge since 
finding information in other countries requires a different approach. And that included a variety of languages that I 
do not speak. 

My first step was to consult with SCGS member Donnell Meyer who advised me to be sure I had found all I could 
on my ancestors before exploring internationally. That was excellent advice because it forced me to reevaluate my 
research and fill out pedigree charts with information I had. 

There were several approaches I used for a variety of countries: Germany, Luxembourg, Liechtenstein, Sweden, The 
Netherlands, and Ireland. 

Family Search films: The Lamily History Center became a familiar place as I rented many films for places in 
Germany, all in search of the birthplace of my ancestors. I still recall vividly the Saturday in Lebruary I confirmed 
the birth place and parents of my great-grandfather. My shout of excitement may still be echoing from the walls! I 
also made extensive use of the FamilySearch.org website as more records came online and were indexed. 

Ortssippenbuch (OSB) Collection at Wellsburg, Iowa: Part of my ancestral line hails from the Ostfriesen 
(northwest) area of Germany. Somehow, I learned there were many village lineage books from this area. While 
these are a secondary source, they are valuable because they are compiled from church records and other primary 
sources. Much easier than going to Germany to examine the records! 

So my husband and I made many trips to Wellsburg to examine these books and returned with copies of numerous 
pages. The books are located at the Wellsburg Public Library. And the specialist who maintains them is Dee 
Lindaman, a member of SCGS who is very familiar with the Plat-Deutsch language (low German) spoken in that area 
of Germany! Later, I discovered Dee and I are seventh cousins. 

Uploading Genealogy Online: Very early in my research, I placed my genealogy online with WorldConnect (now 
part of Ancestry.com) and my own website. Fortunately, the search engines such as Google indexed these and the 
results showed up worldwide. I was contacted by a distant relative in Sweden and she shared a quantity of material 
she had researched in the Swedish household examination records. 

Another time I found information of an ancestor on a website and promptly sent the webmaster a tha nk you. This led 
to an incredible exchange of information (I had data from the ancestors’ life and descendants in the USA; he had 
information going back many generations of my ancestor.) In the process we discovered we were eighth cousins. 
Later, this cousin and his wife were guests in our home and served as our hosts when we visited them in Germany. 
He provided me with a two-volume set of the Groeneveld genealogy. This discovery is still one of my greatest 
moments in genealogy! 

And it seems the harder I worked, the more “luck” I had. A professional genealogist saw my online trees and since 
he shared a connection on one of my Luxembourg lines, he provided me with much more of that line. Probably a 
once in a life-time occurrence! 

Continued in column 1 of page 7 (European) 
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Continued from page 6 (European) 

Email: I’ve lost tract of the numbers of inquiry emails 
I’ve sent. Not all of them have resulted in a response nor 
even with anything useful ... but sometimes the results 
can be incredible. 

RootsWeb Mailing Lists: Although these have now 
been archived, “back in the day” these mailing lists and 
message boards were very useful to contact other 
researchers and collaborate on information. 

This is how I contacted a person who had access to and 
lives in the same parish in Germany where my 
grandfather was bom and raised. Jens and Jane have 
given me so much documented research on my paternal 
line. And a real bonus is they discovered copies of family 
correspondence covering forty years between South 
Dakota and Germany. 

Letters: Good ole snail mail can be very productive! I 
sent a letter to the national archives in Liechtenstein and 
was rewarded with an abundance of family material. I 
also sent a letter to the mayor of Rommerskirchen, 
Germany, (home to my husband’s ancestors) prior to our 
visit there and that resulted in meeting several relatives 
and being treated to a reception, tour, and organ concert! 
(This experience still astounds me!) 

Google: This was my friend in searching for maps, 
information, ancestors ... and just about anything else! 
Google Translate helped me understand foreign 
documents, phrases, and correspondence. 

Hiring a Researcher: There were some brick walls or 
obstacles for which I could not find an answer, so I did 
invest in hiring some research to be done. Two of the 
three persons I hired did an outstanding job. The third 
was a bit of a flake and required much prodding but she 
did eventually provide the results. 

As you can see, there was no one way to approach the 
international research. Most of this work was done over 
a twenty year period and the process has changed 
somewhat. Today I would rely much more on the 
FamilySearch Wiki for information and would make 
extensive use of relevant Facebook groups. 

But patience and persistence have worked. Thanks to all 
those who have assisted me along the way. It’s been an 
incredible j ourney! 


Huxley Public Library 

The Huxley Public Library is located in Huxley, Iowa - 
website: (https://huxleviowa.org/public-librarv/) and is 
located at 515 North Main Avenue, Huxley, Iowa 50124. 
The Huxley Public Library is located on the 2nd floor of 
the 3C’s building. The library is fully handicapped 
accessible with an elevator from the ground floor. The 
library proudly hosts a children’s reading and play area 
with over 1500 books to choose from for your little ones. 
The collection grows from there with a wide variety of 
titles for all ages of readers, including newspapers and 
periodicals. We have six public computers, fax and copy 
service, meeting room, and a growing collection of 
DVDs. All library materials are FREE to cardholders. 

The Huxley Eibrary is fully state accredited since 2007. 
Their email address is: huxleylibrary©huxleyiowa.org . 
During this extraordinary time, the Huxley Eibrary is able 
to furnish some special services such as curbside 
delivery/pickup services, etc. Their webpage also 
includes links to other services such as Searches, lists of 
e-books, DVDs, and other books and media in their vast 
assortments and the Huxley Eibrary also has a Eacebook 
page and in-house computers for patron’s use. 

The Huxley Eibrary has an interesting history that started 
in 1972 when they opened in the basement of City Hall. 
A city ordinance was passed in 1973 that created the 
Huxley Public Eibrary. In 1990 it grew so much that they 
moved to the Huxley Professional Building. In 2003 they 
grew even more so they moved to the 3C’s building. Soon 
they expanded to serve the Ballard Jr High School IMG. 
They are one of only six libraries in the State of Iowa to 
participate in a joint venture such as this. 

“Interesting Fact! The Huxley Public Library began 
with about 2000 books and 170 patrons. Today, we have 
over 40,000 items and well over 4,000 patrons! We are 
now open six days and four evenings a week to 
accommodate the various schedules of our patrons. ” 

This short summary of the Huxley Public Eibrary is only 
a summary of their community services. Check your local 
library’s website or call them to find out more 
information. Nearly every community has a public library 
and you may be surprised at what you will find. Much of 
the information above was copied from the Huxley Public 
Eibrary website. 
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The Our Iowa magazine has a section of 2 pages of older 
pictures (I can’t say they are really old because I 
remember some of the cars and farm equipment pictured 
- and we know that I’m not old © ©) sent in by 
subscribers. Well, the pictures shown above are from my 
collection and I would ask anyone to identify them. I 
know of at least 1 person on this email list who can name 
nearly everyone in these pictures, especially the top one. 
The bottom picture is on a post card that is dated between 
1904 and 1918 (no post mark though) and shows how 
field tiling was done in those days - not mechanical like 
it’s done today. The ditches were dug by hand. My 
information tells me that the top picture was taken 
between 1936 and 1937. 



Editor’s Notes 

Well we are finding ourselves in nearly the same situation 
now as we were last month - social distancing, masks, 
virus, etc. From the sound of everything on local, state 
and national level, this might be around for a while, 
unfortunately. Please stay safe for the sake of yourself 
and others around you - don’t feel like you are immune 
to the virus; you may be but maybe not those around you. 

I presented an idea to the SCGS board last week and it 
was accepted 100%. I offered to continue the SCGS 
newsletter thru the summer (June, July and August 2020) 
so that we could keep in contact with everyone on the 
SCGS email list. Since we haven’t had any meetings of 
any kind since March 9*, everyone thought that this 
would be a good way to keep in contact and give everyone 
something to read while they may be stuck indoors. The 
newsletters probably won’t look like past newsletters 
because they may not come out at the regular times and 
may contain unusual content - humor, past articles, etc. 
If you want to put something in the newsletter, email it 
to: newsletter@storvgenes.com and I’ll see that it is 
published. I will also continue to publish the Wordsearch 
throughout the summer. Please stay safe. 

VCch Cooper 

Special SCGS Meeting 

At the last SCGS board of directors’ meeting, the 
decision was made to have a VIRTUAL meeting of 
SCGS members only on May 11, 2020 at 6:30 PM. 

More information will be coming to your email box 
soon so be ready. This will be a first attempt at this type 
of meeting for SCGS members and we hope you can 
join us. 

APL Extends Ancestry Library Edition 

Although the Ames Public Library is closed until at least 
May 15, but SCGS was contacted by the APL to advise 
us that Ancestry Library Edition (LE) access has been 
extended through the month of May 2020. This means 
that you can access Ancestry EE from your home 
computer and through the APE website. If you need 
access instructions, please refer to the April SCGS 
newsletter, page 3 for a complete list of instructions. 
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Iowa Rivers - SCGS Word Search #iq 


D 

I 

B 

0 

Y 

E 

R 

R 

C 

E 

M 

C 

N 

E 

S 

R 

0 

C 

K 

N 

E 

A 

T 

H 

E 

A 

N 

I 

N 

T 

A 

T 

T 

A 

A 

C 

K 

S 

A 

S 

S 

H 

E 

A 

T 

R 

E 

P 

C 

K 

P 

J 

W 

C 

I 

L 

D 

R 

T 

0 

M 

I 

S 

S 

I 

S 

S 

I 

P 

P 

I 

K 

C 

S 

A 

0 

G 

C 

H 

I 

0 

w 

A 

N 

A 

D 

E 

Y 

E 

H 

C 

0 

P 

R 

E 

E 

H 

Y 

D 

S 

I 

E 

L 

L 

D 

I 

E 

N 

E 

V 

0 

L 

E 

R 

H 

A 

E 

D 

c 

V 

N 

I 

S 

H 

N 

A 

B 

0 

T 

N 

A 

U 

L 

D 

R 

I 

L 

N 

T 

0 

E 

N 

G 

L 

I 

S 

H 

0 

H 

T 

E 

M 

S 

I 

E 

E 

I 

T 

D 

E 

S 

0 

U 

T 

H 

R 

U 

P 

T 

R 

I 

X 

T 

M 

S 

S 

M 

A 

Q 

u 

0 

K 

E 

T 

A 

C 

A 

E 

T 

S 

u 

0 

E 

R 

E 

T 

W 

D 

s 

C 

T 

T 

R 

E 

D 

A 

C 

C 

S 

0 

N 

R 

0 

S 

M 

A 

P 

L 

E 

S 

M 

B 

0 

0 

N 

E 

A 

0 

I 

S 

A 

W 

E 

H 

Y 

T 

0 

E 

L 

0 

Y 

D 

E 

E 

H 

D 

u 

s 

I 

N 

R 

R 

E 

I 

D 

L 

0 

S 

N 

U 

E 

L 

K 

T 

I 

R 

G 

c 

H 

A 

I 

E 

L 

A 

R 

X 

K 

Y 

A 

R 

T 

M 

B 

E 

I 

I 

s 

I 

D 

A 

K 

L 

Y 

B 

E 

U 

N 

0 

R 

T 

H 

H 

R 

E 

B 

L 

U 

E 

E 

A 

R 

T 

H 

S 

N 

K 

W 

N 

I 

0 

N 

E 

B 

N 

0 

Z 

C 

E 

V 

B 

C 

A 

E 

K 

C 

0 

R 

L 

L 

E 

H 

S 


Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 
Answers at Word Search Answers on the Story County Genealogical Society website 


Boyer 

DesMoines 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Raccoon 

BigSioux 

Elk 

Little 

Nishnabotna 

Rock 

BlueEarth 

English 

Maple 

Nodaway 

ShellRock 

Boone 

Eloyd 

Maquoketa 

North 

Skunk 

Cedar 

Eox 

Middle 

Ocheyedan 

Soldier 

Chariton 

Grand 

Mississippi 

Platte 

South 
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President’s Message 

I We are now going into summer and 
there are those who feel that the 
world can start getting out and 
about. Hopefully this works out for 
the best. I have been doing some 
research for others. Had a question 
asked about the young man who was killed in Korea in 
1941. A nephew wondered what had happened to him 
because the family never talked about him and were very 
sad when his name was mentioned. I found that he was 
killed in action and his body was never recovered. He 
does have a marker in the Story City Cemetery. I gave 
the nephew info on how to obtain more records if he 
wished. I think this answered his question. I had not 
done much in military records before. 


SPECIAL ZOOM MEETING 

WITH PRESENTATION 
SCHEDULED FOR JUNE I7th - 

KEEP THE DATE OPEN 

Regular SCGS Meetings 

Genealogy Plus Meetings 
Genealogy & Computer Help Sessions 

NO IN-PERSON MEETINGS 

UNTIL AT LEAST AFTER THE 




Also had a lady from Marshalltown asking where Carrie 
Lane Chapman Catt taught school while she was going to 
Iowa State University. She thought it was in the 
Collins/Rhodes area since her first husband was from that 
area. Did find that Mr. Chapman is buried in Collins 
Cemetery. Have not found anything that mentioned 
where she taught, just that she did. Very interesting lady. 

I have been watching the Waltons in the afternoon. John 
Boy has given me inspiration to write more. He wrote 
about the family and everyday events, which we all can 
do now to record what is happening in our lives during 
this pandemic. Also leads into writing your family 
stories, just sit down and start writing - need to start some 
place. 

Stay safe. 

hJancy 


I^^ OF JUNE 2020 
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Notes from the Web Manager 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Meeting Minutes May 11, 2020 

Held Virtually yia Zoom 

The meeting began under the direetion of President 
Naney Long at 6:30 p.m. Twenty-five members signed in 
including one in Arizona and one in Indiana. 

The meeting format was informal. President Nancy Long 
initiated the conversation by asking for participants to ask 
questions or share something they had discovered. 
Questions asked and answered covered such topics as 
finding local obituaries, how to obtain military records, 
advice for saving family tree information and a question 
about how to have a name spelling error corrected on a 
birth certificate. 

Mary Lohr noted that the society’s website has been to 
updated to include some information on counties 
surrounding Story county. 

Resources for free webinars were provided by several 
participants. 

The meeting concluded at 7:50 p.m. 

Submitted by Annette Anderegg. Secretary 

What Is Zoom???? 

So, I’m certain that you noticed that the SCGS meeting 
minutes above contained a “tag line” - Held Virtually via 
Zoom. You may be even wondering “what is Zoom??”. 
Zoom is a virtual communications program that is 
available to various groups for use in meetings, church 
services, SCGS meetings, etc. It allows the participants to 
be at home or near a computer and communicate with 
other SCGS members - with video and audio if you 
desire. The program is fairly easy to operate. Currently 
SCGS has a Zoom account and as a member you will 
receive an email several days before the virtual meeting 

with the Invitation, Meeting ID and Password . Click on 
the “Join Zoom Meeting” button on the email invitation 
and follow the instructions. The email will have phone 
numbers that you can call if you have any questions or 
problems. Please be sure to try to sign on early enough so 
any questions can be answered. Zoom enables people 
from various parts of the USA to communicate when they 
may not be able to attend a meeting. 


A new addition to the website is “Story County 
Neighbors. ” This page gives a few resources to begin 
research in each of the six counties that border Story 
County: Boone, Hamilton, Hardin, Jasper, Marshall, and 
Polk. Your ancestors may have conducted business or 
created records in these adjacent areas. 

Back issues of SCGS News are available on the website 
beginning with January 2017. Issues for the years 2010- 
2019 are also available at the Internet Archive 
(archive.org). Do a search for “SCGS News” to find the 
issues. If you create a free account you can add the list to 
your favorites and the URL will be permanent. 

And SCGS members can add the names they are 
researching to the “Surname Research” section of the 
website. To do this, login as a member, click Profile, then 
select the Surname tab. The surnames are visible to the 
public, but your email address is not. If you receive an 
inquiry, it is your choice to respond or not. If you need 
assistance, email; webmanager@storygenes.com 

Editor’s Note: If you are a member and need help 
accessing the website (lost your password, etc.) please 
email the Web Manager (Mary Lohr) at 
webmanager@storvgenes.com . 

What Is D-Day? 

On June 6, 1944, an armada of 150,000 Allied soldiers 
landed on five beaches in Normandy, France. Their 
mission: to free Europe from the tyranny of Nazi 
domination. This event was the largest seaborne invasion 
in history, and included a collection of American, British, 
Canadian and Australian troops, with soldiers coming 
from a total of 12 countries. 

Launched as the "Operation Overlord" campaign, the 
battle that initiated the invasion of Normandy is forever 
etched in history by one word: D-Day. It would be the day 
on which the rest of World War II turned. 

More than 11,000 aircraft and 5,000 ships landed across 
the five Normandy beachheads, code-named Utah, Gold, 
Juno, Sword, and Omaha. The day was plagued by bad 
weather. Through it all, the attack remained a secret, one 
that surprised the Germans. 

More information found at: https://www.cbsnews.com 
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Online Sources for 
Obituaries and Death Records 

Mary J. Lohr 

The following resources may be helpful in locating 
obituaries and death records; 

Online Searchable Death Indexes and Records 
(deathindexes.com) Includes links to websites with 
death indexes, death notices, obituaries, probate records, 
wills, cemetery burials. Organized by state. 

Legacy.com Founded in 1998 and partners with 1,500 
newspapers, 3,500 funeral homes to provide online 
obituaries. Useful for more recent obituaries. 

The Ancestor Hunt 

(https://www.theancestorhunt.com/obituaries.html) 
Provides links to sources, organized by state. 

FamilySearch.org Contains an indexed list of obituaries 
from GenealogyBank, 1980-2014. 

Also includes some death records from various states and 
countries. 

Ancestry 

(https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61843/) 
Includes Newspapers.com obituary index, 1800s-current 

Cyndi’s List (https://www.cyndislist.com/obituaries/) 
Links galore! 

GenWeb Sites Organized by state and county, may 
contain obituaries. The Story County GenWeb 
(http://iagenweb.org/story/) is a great source for 
obituaries in Story County. 

Facebook Groups; Request membership and read the 
Group rules before posting 

FREE OBITUARY LOOKUPS 
Obituary and DEATH Notices 

Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness— RAOGK 
(several different Groups with this name). 

Libraries, Historical Societies, Newspapers You can 

usually email them or contact them through a form on 
their website to inquire about their collection. For 
example. The Nevada Public Library in Nevada, Iowa, 
contains a file of clipped obituaries going back many 
years. 


What Is Flag Day? 

When the American Revolution broke out in 1775, the 
colonists weren’t fighting united under a single flag. 
Instead, most regiments participating in the war for 
independence against the British fought under their own 
flags. In June of 1775, the Second Continental Congress 
met in Philadelphia to create the Continental Army—a 
unified colonial fighting force—with the hopes of more 
organized battle against its colonial oppressors. This led 
to the creation of what was, essentially, the first 
“American” flag, the Continental Colors. 

For some, this flag, which was comprised of 13 red and 
white alternating stripes and a Union Jack in the corner, 
was too similar to that of the British. George Washington 
soon realized that flying a flag that was even remotely 
close to the British flag was not a great confidence-builder 
for the revolutionary effort, so he turned his efforts 
towards creating a new symbol of freedom for the soon- 
to-be fledgling nation. 

On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress took 
a break from writing the Articles of Confederation and 
passed a resolution stating that “the flag of the United 
States be 13 stripes, alternate red and white,” and that “the 
union be 13 stars, white in a blue field, representing a new 
constellation.” 

Read more about the American Flag history and what it 
stands for. The information for this article is from: 
https://www.historv.com/news/95-vears-of-flag-dav . 



Can you imagine living in a graveyard? Often properties 
presumed to be haunted go for below market value, so that 
would be a plus. And they do have a point about the 
neighbors being quiet. But talk about a cramped space. 

Contributed by SCGS member 
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DEATH BY DROWNING 

August 20,1908 

A Most Heart-rending Affair - - Two Young Ladies Drowned 
at the Myerhoff Bridge 

MYRTLE AND NORA LACOCK 

One of the sad events which seldom come to a community more than once in a decade occurred in our quiet 
town last Tuesday, when two highly esteemed young women, Myrtle and Nora Belle Lacock lost their lives in the 
raging waters of the East Nodaway. The young women were members of a picnic party, which had been contemplated 
for a couple of weeks, consisting of six members of the Lacock family, the others being John, Thomas, Mamie and 
Emory, with four of J.S. Bowman’s family, Hulbert, Howard, Lum and Eaye, and Miss Martha Moore, daughter of 
S.W. Moore. 

They were a gay party of pleasure seekers, as they assembled at the residence of John R. Lacock, about two miles 
southeast of town, about nine o’clock. After spending a couple of hours there they started on the Villisca road to carry 
out their original intention of fishing on the Middle Nodaway. Reaching the Meyerhoflf place they found the bottom 
under water and were afraid to attempt the crossing, and returning to the Vaughn farm they ate their lunch. After 
lunch they concluded to try the crossing again and go to Villisca as the water had begun to fall, and after seeing other 
people crossing - among others, Marshall Patton, of Villisca - they concluded to make the attempt. 

Myrtle and Nora in a buggy by themselves, drawn by one horse, and being afraid to drive through the water, which 
was up to the buggy box, their brother John got in with them to drive. They were the last of the three rigs and got 
along all right until the last rig was passing over the culvert, which is without a railing, east of the main bridge, when 
the horse shied at a floating board and the wheels on the left side dropped off the end of the culvert. The buggy was 
at once overturned and the strong current soon carried the horse and buggy into ten feet of water and against a wire 
fence which held the horse and buggy from going further down stream, but the girls, in spite of desperate struggles, 
were carried further down, drowning within a short distance. John managed to hold on to the buggy and by standing 
upon it kept his head above water until help arrived. A rope was thrown to him and passing it around his body he was 
drawn out and saved. 

The news spread rapidly and soon a large crowd from town and the surrounding country gathered. But little could be 
done to recover the bodies owing to the depth of water and the absence of boats or anything in the shape of a raft that 
was not waterlogged. Fra nk Parcher was dispatched to W.H. Morris’s farm three miles distant, where a boat was 
secured. It was at once put into use, and Mr. Parcher’s large flat wagon rack was taken off and put in the water with 
a long rope attached. Several men went out on this, while others held the rope. Their efforts were soon rewarded by 
finding the young women about 15 feet apart in about ten feet of water, and some fifty yards below the road. 

They were carried to the residence of Mr. and Mrs. F.L. Murphy, where the bodies were prepared for burial. As they 
had been in the water between two and three hours resuscitation was impossible. About nine o’clock in the evening, 
they were carried to the saddened home, bereft of two of its brightest members. 

The funeral, which was held at the Methodist church in Nodaway had the largest attendance of any one in the history 
of the town, unless it was that of Mrs. Sanbum and children, who were drowned August 26, 1903, nearly five years 
ago, about two miles south of this latest one. The building was filled for some time before two o’clock, the hour for 
the service, and hundreds failed to gain standing room. Probably nearly one thousand people were in attendance. 

Continued on next page (Drowning) 
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Continued from previous page (Drowning) 

As was fitting, the services were of a most impressive character. They were conducted by Rev’s. Carlson and Throw, 
the local pastors, assisted by a quartette of young ladies, consisting of Nora Simpson, Bertha Brown, Hazel Kirk and 
Ethel Brown, who rendered the following selections. “Looking the way”, “Saved by Grace”, “Beckoning Hands”, 
and “Beautiful Isle”, Mrs. R.S. Lyon presiding at the organ. 

Loving hands had prepared beautiful floral tributes, and sorrow and sympathy found expression in many ways. 
Twelve young ladies, Maggie and Abbie Thuman, Stella Lrederick, Lannie Lee, Lottie Morris, Ethel Brown, Lotus 
Taylor, Alma Windom, Nellie Kennedy, Hazel Kirk, Lay Bowman and Maggie Bancroft, all dressed in white, were 
the pall bearers. 

hollowing the church services, the long procession formed and followed the two hearses to Methodist Grove 
Cemetery, where deceased were laid in the family lot, to rest until the resurrection morning. 

Myrtle Lacock was bom in Nodaway September 4, 1882, being at the time of her death 25 years, 11 months and 14 
days old. Nora Bella was bom July 30, 1887, being 21 years and 18 days old when the sad event occurred which 
ended both lives. They leave a father, mother, five brothers and one sister to mourn their loss. One brother died at 
Stites, Idaho, July 6, 1902. Both of these young women were of remarkably kind and loving disposition, and were 
loved by all who knew them. Their quiet, unobtmsive ways of doing neighborly kindness, endeared them to those 
about them. 

Their love of home and for each other was often the subject of remark among their neighbors and friends. They were 
the light and joy of the home, obedient and considerate to their parents, and their death will leave a vacancy that can 
never be filled. 

Tenderly they were consigned to a loving Lather’s care. Their going stirs and shocks us all to the depths of our hearts. 
As we mourn for them the sympathy of the whole community goes out the bereaved family. 



Contributed by Luanne Enderland, SCGS Member 
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Online Cemetery Resources 

Genealogists frequently visit the graves of their aneestors and loved ones in spring and summer. And these days 
mueh of that research is also done online through various websites. Here is a summary of some of the more 
frequently-used sites: 

Find A Grave (findagrave.com) 

“World’s Largest gravesite collection” Owned by Ancestry 
*More than 180 million memorials 

*Individual memorials (some may include GPS coordinates) 

*Usually features an image of the gravestone or Cenotaph (A monument erected in honor of a dead person whose 
remains lie elsewhere) 

*May have linked related family member memorials (parents, spouse, siblings, children) 

*Not all memorials have a photo, but you can request one through the website 
*You can create your own “virtual” cemetery, a collection of memorials you gather 
*Some memorials may include an obituary and additional information 
*The site is free to use but to add a memorial you need to register. With a 
registered account you can leave a virtual flower or note on a memorial 

Billion Graves (billiongraves.com) 

* Owned by MyHeritage 

*Features photographs of individual tombstones with GPS location 
*Volunteers take and transcribe the photos 

*Some images are linked to FamilySearch records, which provides 
more genealogical information 

^Images may be linked to other family members if they are in the 
same cemetery 

*Some entries have a timeline generated 

*The BillionGraves phone app will show the grave location and using it will guide you to 
within a few feet of the gravemarker 
*The site is free but registration provides more benefits 

* Optionally you can upgrade to a paid membership for additional benefits 

Interment.net 

*Lesser known but a valuable site 
*”25 plus million records” 

*Include tombstone transcriptions, no images 
*Site is free to use 

Gravestone Photo Project 

*Done on a state by state basis (e.g., Iowa Gravestone Photo Project) 

*Photos taken by volunteers 

*Access may be linked to the Gen Website for the state, but not always 
*Easiest way to find is to do a Google search for the name of the state and 
“gravestone photo project” 

*Free to use 

Nationwide Gravesite Locator (gravelocator.cem.va.gov) 

*Can search for burial locations of veterans and their family members 

*Database is updated daily 

*Includes both military and private cemeteries 
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Dear Ancestor 


Vour tombstone stands among the rest 
neglected and alone 
The name and date are chiseled out 
on polished, marbled stone 
It reaches out to all who care 
It is too late to mourn 
You did not know that I'd exist 
You died and I was born. 

Yet each of us are cells of you 
in flesh, in blood, in bone. 

Our blood contracts and beats a pulse 
entirely not our own. 

Dear Ancestor, the place you filled 
one hundred years ago 
Spreads out among the ones you left 
who would have loved you so. 

I wonder if you lived and loved, 

I wonder if you knew 
That someday I would find this spot. 
and come to visit you. 

Author Unknown 

Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 

June 3 - Jefferson Davis’ Birthday 

June 6 - D-Day Observanee 

June 6 - Belmont Stakes 

June 14 - Army Birthday 

June 14 - Flag Day 

June 17 - Zoom meeting 

June 20 - June Solstice (Season) 

June 20 - American Eagle Day 
June 21 - Father’s Day 

Of course, there are many other holidays, religious 
observances and dates. Please check with organizations 
to see if your event will be held. All observances can be 
found at: https://www.timeanddate.com/holidavs/ . 


OLLI AT ISU 

The program previously known as ISU’s College for 
Seniors received a grant from the Bernard Osher 
Foundation in July 2008 and is now known as the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute at Iowa State University. 
There are I2I of these programs at colleges and 
universities from Maine to Alaska to Hawaii. 

All individuals who are aged 50 or older and desire to 
continue to expand their knowledge in a wide variety of 
topics may attend classes organized by the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute at Iowa State University. This 
is a program to enjoy—no tests and no grades. You earn 
the satisfaction of knowing you are doing something for 
yourself. Classes are held in the fall for up to 8 weeks 
(mid-September to early November), winter for 4 weeks 
(January-February), and in the spring for up to 8 weeks 
(mid-March to early May). The cost of the classes 
depends on the length of the class and currently varies 
from $16 to $63. For more information or to be placed on 
the mailing list, contact OLLI at ISU at olli@iastate.edu . 

You can also go to their website at: 
http://olli.iastate.edu/s/565/17/interior.aspx?sid=565&gi 

d=l&pgid=2430 . 

Information for this article obtained from “OLLI AT 
ISU” web page as listed above. 

Editor’s Notes 

This is the first June newsletter that has been created in 
quite a while. I was somewhat concerned that there may 
not be enough articles and items to write about, but 
members and others have come through again @. 

The May newsletter had 2 pictures on 1 page. The people 
in the top picture are my aunts, uncles and grandparents: 
left to right, back row: Wava Cooper State, Bluferd 
Cooper (Dad), Russell Cooper, Wilbur Cooper and 
Evelyn Cooper Lewellyn. Front Row is Noah Cooper and 
Bertha Keeling Cooper (grandparents). The bottom 
picture shows my grandpa Noah Cooper in a drainage 
ditch, his crew can be seen in the background. This 
picture was on a post card in the early 1900s. 

VichCoxyper 
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Father’s Day Revisited 

Father's Day is a relatively modem holiday so different 
fa mi lies have a range of traditions. These can range from 
a simple phone call or greetings card to large parties 
honoring all of the 'father' figures in a particular extended 
family. Father figures can include fathers, step-fathers, 
fathers-in-law, grandfathers and great-grandfathers and 
even other male relatives. In the days and weeks before 
Father's Day, many schools and Sunday schools help 
their pupils to prepare a handmade card or small gift for 
their fathers. 

There are a range of events, which may have inspired the 
idea of Father's Day. One of these was the start of the 
Mother's Day tradition in the first decade of the 20th 
century. Another was a memorial service held in 1908 for 
a large group of men, many of them fathers, who were 
killed in a mining accident in Monongah, West Virginia 
in December 1907. 

A woman called Sonora Smart Dodd was an influential 
figure in the establishment of Father's Day. Her father 
raised six children by himself after the death of their 
mother. This was uncommon at that time, as many 
widowers placed their children in the care of others or 
quickly married again. 

Sonora was inspired by the work of Anna Jarvis, who had 
pushed for Mother's Day celebrations. Sonora felt that her 
father deserved recognition for what he had done. The 
first time Father's Day was held in June was in 1910. 
Father's Day was officially recognized as a holiday in 
1972 by President Nixon. 

The information above was taken from the website: 
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidavs/us/fathers-dav . 

Let’s Zoom Again 

Your SCGS board is working on another Zoom meeting 
for SCGS members. You will receive 1 or 2 emails before 
the meeting date (June) with information. If you have a 
question now, you can email or call someone whose name 
and contact information appears on the May Zoom 
meeting list. We want to give a presentation for the June 
meeting also. Although this is for SCGS members, please 
note that the last page of this newsletter contains a 

membership application that can be completed . 


Maxwell Public Library 



History in a capsule: 

• April 25th, 1985 Connie Cory resigns as the 
Librarian. 

• May 16th, 1985. Dorothy Coughenour becomes the 
Librarian. 

• 1987 the Library was informed that it would have to 
move from its location on the west side of main street 
due to the poor condition of the buildings on either side 
of the library. 

• Library moved to the insurance building. 

• 1992 City Council Member Chris Hand was 
instrumental in getting the City to remodel the Fire 
Station attached to City Hall into a Library. 

• February 17th, 1993 the City Council approved plans 
to remodel the Fire house into a Library. 

• Work began at the end of April 1993. 

• The Library moved in during July 1993 

• Total cost for the project was $66,226.00 

• July 1997 Librarian Dorothy Coughenour resigns. 
She has been the Librarian since May 16th,1985. 

• September 2000 - Library was discussing hooking 
up to the internet with a dial-up connection. The Board 
approved the Libraries Mission Statement. 

• The Maxwell Public Library works toward providing 
educational and recreational materials for Maxwell and 
the surrounding area. 

Among the many features at the Maxwell Public 
Library, online access to: 
o Gale Pages Iowa 
o brainfuse JobNow & VetNow 
o CREDO 
o Facebook 

o Transparent Language Online 
o Books & Authors 
o Free WiFi Spot 

Information above: https://www.maxwell.lib.ia.us/ 
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Iowa Rivers and Creeks - SCGS Word Search #20 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 
Answers at Word Search Answers on the Story County Genealogical Society website 


Bear 

Catfish 

Mosquito 

Trout 

WhiteBreast 

Beaver 

Competine 

Pine 

Turkey 

WhiteFox 

BlackHawk 

Deep 

Squaw 

Volga 

Winnebago 

BrokenKettle 

French 

Tarkio 

Wapsipinicon 

Wolf 

Buck 

Lime 

Thompson 

Waterloo 

Wyaconda 

Canoe 

Lizard 

Thunder 

Weldon 

Yellow 
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President’s Message 


SCGS MEMBERS 



It is hard to believe that the 4th is 
upon us. I guess time passes by no 
matter what is happening in the 
world. That is another reason to 
write our family stories and 
document our thoughts and 
feelings during this time. 


SPECIAL ZOOM MEETING 

WITH PRESENTATION 
SCHEDULED FOR JULY I5th - 

KEEP THE DATE OPEN 


Regular SCGS Meetings 


I ran across my parent's Marriage Certificate the other 
day and it had a middle initial for my maternal 
grandfather. I have never seen any initial or middle name 
for him in anything I have for him. Very 
interesting. Also found a Draft Card he filled out when 
he was 60 years old. 


Genealogy Plus Meetings 
Genealogy & Computer Help Sessions 

NO IN-PERSON MEETINGS 


Family Tree Magazine has been giving ideas or projects 
to do during this pandemic. Some of the ideas pertain 
to writing your family story - recipes (in person's 
handwriting) along with photos of when the recipe was 
served, family traditions, family heirlooms, just to name 
a few. Maybe call a family member and do an 
interview. Good way to stay in touch and learn family 
history. 

Everyone stay safe. 

hJcLncy 



UNTIL AT LEAST AFTER THE 

I^T OF AUGUST 2020 


Just A Few Items Inside This Issue 


Challenging Your Brain-Page 1 

Who’d A Thunk It?-Page 2 

Healing Power of Family History-Page 3 

Keep Family Stories Alive-Page 3 

OLLI Class-Page 4 

Graveyard Quilt-Page 5 

Meeting listing-Page 5 

Pinteresting-Page 6 

Genealogy Myths-Page 6 

Got Bit by the Bug-Page 7 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Meeting Minutes June 17, 2020 


WHO’D A THUNK IT? 

Written by Merlene Meldrem Whisenand 


The Story County Genealogical Society held its June 
meeting via Zoom on Wednesday June 17*. President 
Nancy Long started the meeting at 6:30 pm. Lyle 
Hammes gave the current list of speakers for 2020 and 
2021. Next on the agenda, Dick Cooper gave a 
presentation on Find A Grave and BillionGraves 
websites. There were several questions asked of the 
speaker. The meeting was adjourned about 7:20 pm. 

Dick Cooper, Editor 

Challenging Your Brain 


Joshua and Ann Jarvis Wainwright 
Tinker, g-g-g-grandparents for 
Merlene Whisenand 

One day a number of years ago, I 
was with a group of SCGS members 
attending a Federated Genealogical Society Meeting in 
eastern Iowa. The daily meetings were very interesting, 
but what I was most interested in was the vending area. I 
am always looking for books. So, I was cruising thru the 
vending area and was fascinated by the displays for the 
different states. One that caught my eye was 
Pennsylvania. 



Are you smarter than a non-genealogist? Here's an 
opportunity to find out ... take the Genealogy Quiz 
available in the Member Section of the Story County 
Genealogical Society website (storvgenes.com) . The 
source for the first quiz questions is content found on the 
StoryGenWebsite. You can submit your answers (there 
are no grades), or you can check your own results with 
the answers provided. But don't peek before taking the 
test! 

Look for more of these genealogy type quizzes in the 
future! Let us know what you think ... are they too 
difficult? Too easy? Did you learn something? 

You can send feedback to 
www.webmanager@storvgenes.com 

(And if you want to create a quiz and submit it, that 
would be great!) 

Independence Day 

Independence Day (the Fourth of July or July 4) is a federal 
holiday in the United States commemorating the Declaration 
of Independence of the United States, on July 4, 1776. The 
Continental Congress declared that the thirteen American 
colonies were no longer subject (and subordinate) to the 
monarch of Britain, King George III, and were now united, 
free, and independent states. The Congress had voted to 
declare independence two days earlier, on July 2, but it was not 
declared until July 4. 

Independence Day is commonly associated with fireworks, 
parades, barbecues, carnivals, fairs, picnics, concerts, baseball 
games, family reunions, political speeches, and ceremonies, 
and other public and private events celebrating the history, 
government, and traditions of the United States. 


My husband’s family landed in Pennsylvania aboard the 
Snow Ship Lowther in 1730! So of course that was a 
biggie for me. As I walked along looking at the titles, one 
caught my eye, as it said “Mercer Co., PA.”, where my 
mother’s Tinker ancestors were from. 

I reached way up to the top shelf and chose a small 
booklet. When I got it down where I could read the title, 
it was named “LETTERS FROM THE PAST - To & 
From the Wainwright Family of England - written in the 
Pittsburgh Area- July 6, 1805 through October 17, 1866.” 
compiled by Charlotte H. Sadler. Concerning that 
surname, I only knew that my g.g.g.grandmother’s name 
was Ann Jarvis Wainwright and that she had married a 
man named Joshua Tinker. I quickly perused the index 
and lo! and behold! there was a whole bunch of 
TINKERS! So of course I bought the booklet and read 
every word of it! 

Sure enough the letters were written by a man named 
Joseph Wainwright, who arrived with his family in the 
United States sometime in 1805 and wrote the first letter 
back to his cousin, Benjamin Wainwright on July 6th, 
1805. Ann Jarvis Wainwright was his sister! Eventually 
he helped his sister and her family to immigrate to the U. 
S. The total booklet is a first hand story of how he felt 
about the things that were taking place here in this new 
country. 

Sometimes there were several years between the letters, 
but one of the first things that interested him, and ME, was 
his account of the Lewis and Clark Expedition! He also 

Continued at bottom of next column (Tinker) 
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Keep Family Stories Aliye 

for Future Generations 

By James E. Wise, Des Moines 
Submitted by Merlene Whisenand 


By Samara Thornock 
(reprinted from a 2013 SCGS newsletter) 

It speaks highly of the kind of people who research family 
history when some of the first sources they turn to after 
the census are the church or military records. While 
moral and honorable lives may be our well-chosen fate, 
our optimism that this was likewise the path of our 
ancestors may divert our attention from some of the less 
savory records and social/behavioral progress of those 
who came before us. 

Though jail time has not been the fate of any of my known 
forbearers, the stories of their lives have, at times, been at 
least full of character if not devastatingly tragic in their 
consequences. It was even said of one great grandfather 
that his children couldn’t wait to be the first to kick the 
dirt on his grave. 

So why, generations later, would anyone try to associate 
themselves with such a legacy? We all have our reasons, 
and we all have our motivations that are sometimes 
absent reason, but one cause that can’t escape me is 
gratitude. 

And while I may not be able to thank them for the poor 
eyesight or occasions for family dys”fun”ction, I can 
thank them for living, migrating, struggling, starving, 
having children, and paving the way so I can experience 
the ups, downs, ins, and outs of a colorful life. 

Continued from previous column (Tinker) 

told of the building of the railroads, the bank collapse, his 
trip to St. Louis where his sons built a brewery that 
eventually became BUDWEISER! In the last few letters 
he is saying good-bye to his relatives and concerned 
about the fact that he fears that this country is headed for 
a Civil War. All in all a very interesting first hand 
account of American history, as well as my very own 
family history. 

Erom October 2011 SCGS newsletter 


Growing up in the 1930s generated many challenges. 

Eamilies were stressed dealing with significant issues - 
no money, no jobs, drought, disease, loss of hope, concern 
for the future. And, the “storm clouds” developing over 
Europe added greatly to the unease of most families. 

What to do? 

During those times, families gathered together to lend 
support and encouragement to each other. Grandparents, 
aunts, and uncles moved in with the offspring, sharing 
their wealth and opportunities. Some gathered for family 
visits on an irregular basis while others convened 
annually for large family reunions to share their “bounty” 
and to review and relish their family history and further 
spread the wives’ tales of days gone by. These tactics 
helped to sustain us. 

Those days have come and gone, and the limited 
advantages of those conditions have disappeared. 
Proximity of family, dependency upon one another and 
the spirit of the nuclear family seem to be second 
thoughts. 

All too often our children today lack the opportunity of 
seeing their extended family, let alone getting to know 
each other or learn the family history, since they are 
spread from coast to coast and country to country. 
Technology has helped to ease the situation, but is it 
enough? 

Grandparents, take the initiative and begin sharing your 
family history. Write it down. Record or videotape the 
tales of your family, tell the funny and sad stories, the 
experiences with schooling, your neighborhood and 
growing-up years, your parents and your parents’ parents, 
your working years, all the things that helped to make you 
who you are today. 

In this small way, the oral history of America can be 
rekindled and passed down for generations to come. 

What a gift to your family and their families! 

Erom SCGS Newsletter Eebruary 2013 
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Genealogy Class Offered in September 2020 

"Exploring Your Genealogy Online" is a six session elass 
scheduled to start Thursday, September 17. It will be 
offered through OLLI at Iowa State University and will 
be taught online through Zoom. Registration details and 
costs will be available in the August newsletter. This 
class is scheduled for 11 AM - 12: 30 PM each Thursday 
starting with September 17, 2020. 

Whether you’re just beginning the process of discovering 
your genealogy, or are an experienced researcher, this 
course is designed to help you understand the research 
process, formulate a research plan, make sound 
conclusions, choose a software program, and use major 
online resources effectively. The final session will 
discuss what to expect from AncestryDNA (and other 
DNA testing companies) and how to use the results to 
expand your family connections. (DNA testing with 
either Ancestry or one of the other companies is NOT a 
requirement for this course.) 

Genealogist’s Disease 

Warning: Genealogy Pox 
(Very Contagious to adults) 

SYMPTOMS: Continual complaint as to need for 
names, dates and places. Patient has a blank expression, 
sometimes deaf to spouse and children. Has no taste for 
work of any kind, except feverishly looking through 
records at libraries and courthouses. Has compulsion to 
write letters. Swears at mailman when he doesn’t leave 
mail. Frequents strange places such as cemeteries, ruins, 
and remote, desolate country areas. Makes secret night 
calls, hides phone bills from spouse and mumbles to self. 
Has strange, faraway look in eyes. 

NO KNOWN CURE 

TREATMENT: Medication is useless. Disease is not 
fatal, but gets progressively worse. Patient should attend 
genealogy workshops, subscribe to genealogical 
magazines and be given a quiet corner in the house where 
he or she can be alone. 

REMARKS: The unusual nature of this disease is - the 
sicker the patient gets, the more he or she enjoys it! 
Source: Anonymous 


Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 

July 4 - Independence Day 
July 14 - Bastille Day 
July 15 - Tax Day 
July 19-Birthday © 

July 24 - Pioneer Day (Utah) 

July 26 - Parents’ Day 

July 27 - Nat’l Korean War Veterans Armistice Day 

There are many other religious and regional holidays in 
March. Visit https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/ for 
holidays and observances anywhere in the world. 

Thank You 

Thanks to everyone who attended the June 17 virtual 
SCGS meeting! Dick Cooper told us a lot about Find A 
Grave and how it can be used for genealogy. 

Mark your calendars for the next meeting on July 15 at 
6:30 PM CDT. 

A reminder that Ancestry Fibrary Edition is still available 
from home through the Ames Public Fibrary. This is 
expected to last until the end of June. 

Feeling up to a bit of a genealogy challenge? Check out 
the Genealogy Quiz in the Member section of the website. 
(Answers are also provided.) Feedback on the quiz can be 
sent to webmanager® storvgenes.com . 

If the response is very positive, we may do a few more of 
these. 

GOOD NEWS: Do you need help with a genealogy 
hrick wall or problem? We will be discussing possible 
solutions at 

the July 15 meeting. Email: 

webmanager @ storvgenes.com with your brick wall 
information and include: specifically what you are 
trying to find, and, what research you've already done 
Deadline for submission is July 1. A summary of 
problems submitted will be included in an email to 
members after that date. 

Sincerely, 

Mary J. Fohr, Web Manager 
Story County Genealogical Society 





























Story County Genealogical Society _ July 2020 


Page 5 


Graveyard Quilt 


Meeting Schedule 


I was reading an email newsletter from ISU University 
Museums and they had a story about quilts and mentioned 
a graveyard quilt at the Kentucky Historical Society. I 
clicked on the link provided then searched for Elizabeth 
Roseberry Mitchell graveyard quilt. Below is the link 
with the story and photos of the quilt. 

https://kyhistory.pastperfectonline.eom/webobject/90C9 

CB5A-6327-42F0-8085-383648601656 

I thought what an interesting way for quilters to create a 
family tree. My mom and paternal grandma were quilters 
as was at least one of mom’s great grandmothers. They 
made beautiful quilts from clothes or leftover fabrics yet 
I had never heard of a graveyard quilt until I read the ISU 
University Museum’s email. 

What interested me was that for the border Elizabeth used 
coffins with family names. When each passed away, the 
coffin was moved to the cemetery in the center of the quilt 
and she added the date of death. 

Marti Steelman 
SCGS member 



September 16, 2020 

Subject: Economical Ways to do Genealogy Research 
Speaker: Mary Eohr 

October 21, 2020 
Subject: Genealogy Software 
Speaker: Dennis Allen 

November 18, 2020 

Subject: Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and 
Subject: Works Projects Administration (WPA) 

Speaker: Pamela Riney-Kehrberg 

December 16, 2020 

No planned Genealogy Plus presentation 
January 20, 2021 

Subject: Ancestry and DNA testing 
Speakers: Pete Peterson and Kathy Jones 

February 17, 2021 

Subject: Compilation of short topics & presentations 
Speakers: TBD 

March 17, 2021 

Subject: Tools of the Trade: Timelines, Tables and 
Templates 

Speaker: Alice Hoyt-Veen 
April 21, 2021 

Subject: Preparing for a Trip to the Archives 
Speakers: Megan Klein-Hewett and Eorrie Pellack 

May 19, 2021 

Subject: Trip to Parks Eibrary, ISU 

Many of these meetings may be held over Zoom like the 
past few meetings have been. Watch your email for 
further information. 
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Oh, How “Pinteresting!” 


Continued from previous column (Pinterest) 


A Message from Mary J. Lohr, 
President ad Interim 
Story County Genealogical Society 


_? 





If you're a person who likes the 
visual side of genealogy, you may 
be interested in a relatively new 
“social media” tool called 
Pinterest (pinterest.com). Think 
of it as on online pin board or 
virtual bulletin board where you 
can place, or “pin,” images from 
websites that you like or want to 
share. 


You can also pin your own photographs, such as a picture 
of your great-grandparents. 


https://pinterest.com/maryjlohr 

https://pinterest.com/geneabloggers/ 

https://pinterest.com/familystories/ 

https://pinterest.com/elisacoffman/ 

http://pinterest.com/savingstories/ 

Happy Pinning! 

NOTE ; This article was reprinted from the January 2013 
sees newsletter. BEWARE: Some of the information 
contained herein may have changed, but I can tell you that 
Pinterest is still alive and well. 

Ten Common Genealogy Myths 

By Mary Eohr 

1. Our surname was changed at Ellis Island. 


Images can be separated into categories, or subjects, 
called “Boards”. You can have an unlimited number of 
Boards and choose a descriptive name for them. 

Pinterest is free, but you do need to sign up to create an 
account. You can choose whether you want to link your 
Eacebook or Twitter account to Pinterest. 


2. We are related to royalty, even though we had to skip 
four (or fourteen) generations to prove it. 

3. My immigrant ancestor was a stowaway on the ship. 

4. Grandma said it, so it must be true. 


Pinterest is by no means limited to genealogy-themed 
Boards. Decorating, gardening, and antiques are also 
popular subjects. After your account is set up and you've 
signed in, you can use the search box to explore other 
images and then “re-pin” them to your own Boards. 
Adding a comment is optional. And remember, most of 
the graphics are really just the visual representation of a 
website. 


5. Our family has a coat-of-arms. 

6. There is a Cherokee princess in our family ancestry. 

7. All genealogy records are on the Internet. 

8. If it's on the Internet, then it's true. 

9. All persons with the same surname are related. 


You can also create a private or “secret” board if you are 
working on a project and are not yet ready to share it with 
others. The private board can serve as a staging area for 
ideas in progress. 

Be aware, however: Pinterest can consume a huge 
amount of time! Time does not stand still while you are 
exploring this resource. 

You can check out my or other genealogy Pinterest 
boards at the following URL’s: 

Continued in next column (Pinterest) 


10. My ancestor had two brothers: one went south, one 
went north, and mine went west. 

Editors Note (in 2013): 

Don’t be afraid to pay careful attention to your family’s 
particular myth! When something sounds unique, learn 
more, and kindly ask from what source a person has 
understood their information. Correct or not, you’ll be 
rewarded with something fantastic! 

Copied from April 2013 SCGS newsletter 
Still true today 
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How I Got Bit by the Bug 

By Luanne Guss Endreland 


I am a second generation member of the SCGS. My 
mother, Janet Guss, was a charter member. I don’t 
remember this, of course, I was 15 at the time and what 
15 year old girl pays attention to what their mother is 
doing. I do remember going to cemeteries with her as a 
child, walking around. We even did some etchings and 
the flour thing to bring out the letters on the stones. It 
was interesting but I was a kid back then. Just not into it. 

My mother did all her research by snail-mail and by 
talking to relatives. That was when most of the older ones 
were still alive. When I was born, both sets of my 
grandparents were still living and I knew 3 of my 
greatgrandmothers and sort of remember 2 of my 
greatgrandfathers. Not too many can say that now can 
they. 

Fast forward a few years, a couple of marriages, and 3 
kids. My mother was diagnosed with lung cancer. I don’t 
think she was doing too much research by then. She didn’t 
have a very good prognosis, so she made each of her kids 
(4 of them) a heritage book. She used a magnetic photo 
album, very bad for your photos, and started with my first 
child. She then continued with assorted pictures of me: 
baby pics, school pics, and wedding photos. The third 
generation was of my parents, 4th generation-my 
grandparents and so forth back as far as she had pictures. 
She listed the names and dates of people. There were 
blank spots if she didn’t have a picture. I think there were 
at least 8 generations in there. I loved it! She died at the 
young age of 53 in 1985. 

I began scrapbooking in the early 1990’s. I loved taking 
pictures, and I had a bunch of them. I still have boxes in 
the closet I haven’t gotten to. Well, when I started, I 
began to think of redoing the album that mom had done 
for me. I had gotten married again and had 2 more kids 
and I knew I had more pictures I wanted to use. I just 
needed the right album, and I found the perfect black 
leather one. Very classy. 

Dad had asked me a few years before that if I would be 
interested in mom’s boxes of genealogy papers. He was 
trying to clean out his house. I took them and just put 
them up in my attic, until I had more time. Well, when I 
started to think about redoing the album, those boxes 
started talking to me. (Next column (genealogy)»» 


(Previous column (genealogy) 

I brought them down and started looking through them. 
There were notebooks and letters from people and old 
magazines from the Iowa Genealogical Society. It also 
had lots of assorted pieces of paper with assorted bits of 
info. The more I looked through everything the more I 
was pulled in and knew I needed to continue what my 
mother had started, to fill in the blank spots. 

With the help of the internet I have built quite the family 
tree and when you add my children’s in-laws too it makes 
for a big tree. You might even call it a forest. I even work 
on friend’s trees when I get tired of doing mine. I tell 
people it is a chronic disorder, no cure, no treatment. It 
comes and goes, sometime you don’t do anything for 
awhile then you end up doing some late nights on the 
computer just trying to find that one person you know is 
out there somewhere. 

Well, I’m off on the hunt. Happy hunting to all of you.! 
Article Printed from SCGS Newsletter March 2013 



A good wordplay can be loads of fun, especially when it 
involves a name. With a name like Noah Scape, the kid 
must have been teased at some point in his life. And what 
about the parents? Did they not put two and two together 
when naming him? 
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Stanhope Public Library 

The town of Stanhope is loeated in Hamilton County, 
Iowa, but the Hamilton Heritage Hunters is a good friend 
of the Story County Genealogical Society. We have been 
invited to several of their 1-day presentations on various 
subjects of interest to genealogists and family historians. 

This portion of their history speaks volumes about the 
Stanhope Public Library: 

The Early Years 

The Stanhope Public Library is proud to be a part of 
a continued tradition that has sought to preserve and 
enrich a better understanding and appreciation for the 
historical existence of our small community. 

It is hard to imagine our founding families traveling from 
great distances, settling in unknown territory, willing 
themselves to face the uncertainties and hardships with 
the courage and strength needed to build and sustain a 
better future for themselves and their families. This 
addition to our website is intended to renew that spirit of 
commitment that we all share; that our families, 
neighbors and friends, can all continue to live in a safe 
and nourishing community. It is only when we 
acknowledge and appreciate past experiences, that we are 
able to define the presence of today and envision the 
future of tomorrow. (NOTE: Taken from the Stanhope 
Public Library website) 

The library was is located in downtown Stanhope and the 
Community Center is attached to the library. This is very 
convenient in case of inclement weather or meetings that 
may involve the library and/or Community Center. 

The librarians have developed several eLibrary options 
for use by library card holders remotely. They also have 
several programs for young people and adults to make a 
visit to the library more attractive. 

Unfortunately, the library is not open now due to the 
coronavirus, but there are still options to use the library. 
You can visit the website for information about Stanhope 
and also the library at: www.stanhopelib.org . 


Editor’s Notes 

Well, this newsletter will be sent to you before July 
but not by much. I’ve been busy lately and worked on the 
newsletter when I had a chance. (NOTE: Yes, I’m still 
retired too, and busy). Welcome July!!!!!! 

As you notice, I have gone into the archives and printed 
some SCGS Newsletter articles from the past - ones that 
sounded good. There are many other articles too, and you 
can look at these articles if you wish. Eike Mary Eohr 
pointed out several issues ago, you can go to 
www.archives.org . Then put SCGS News in the search 
box. Don’t use the search box for WaybackMachine, 
scroll down to the next search box. The newsletters go 
back to 2010. See what gems you can find in there. 

We’re still meeting on Zoom, the virtual communication 
audio/visual tool. Seems to work out well, but I think that 
we all agree there is nothing like an in-person meeting. 
The Zoom meetings let members from other parts of the 
country join in on the meetings also, so that’s good. Nice 
to see some new faces in addition to some more familiar 
ones. The Ames library still has the CEOSED signs on the 
door, so we couldn’t meet at the library anyway, there are 
still online services at the library so check it out. 

SCGS members please remember the July 15* meet of the 
SCGS membership at 6:30 pm. We will be meeting via 
Zoom again, and remember that it is very easy to get on it 
and use it to be in audio and visual contact with other 
members. I’ll be bold here and say that if you can receive 
and read this newsletter then you can probably access 
Zoom. If you have any questions you can contact any one 
of several SCGS officers for help. I have to try out my 
new headphone with boom mike on that Zoom meeting 
also. I hope it works good well. 

You may have noticed that each issue has had information 
about a local library or historical society. I try to stay in 
Story County and the close surrounding area; BUT if you 
are familiar with a library and/or historical society in your 
area (even if it is outside of Iowa), please let me know and 
I’ll put your article in the newsletter. It’s always good to 
know what other libraries and historical societies are 
doing; maybe it will give us some ideas. The virus has 
most of them shut down now, but they still offer services. 

VCch Camper 
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Iowa County Seats #1 - SCGS Word Search #21 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 

Answers can be found at Word Search Answers on the SCGS website 


Adel 

Audubon 

CedarRapids 

Clarion 

Creston 

Albia 

Bedford 

Centerville 

Clinton 

DakotaCity 

Algona 

Bloomfield 

Chariton 

Coming 

Davenport 

Allison 

Boone 

CharlesCity 

Corydon 

Decorah 

Anamosa 

Burlington 

Cherokee 

CouncilBluffs 

Denison 

Atlantic 

Carroll 

Clarinda 

Cresco 

DesMoines 
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President’s Message 


Thank you everyone for all the good 
tips on how to break thru my brick 
wall on how my Great Grandfather 
got to the United States from 
Switzerland. I haven't found my 
answer yet, but sure is nice to have 
the different places to check. 


SCGS MEMBERS 

SPECIAL ZOOM MEETING 

WITH PRESENTATION 
SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST I9th - 

KEEP THE DATE OPEN 

Regular SCGS Meetings 



September is fast approaching and the start of our new 
year. SCGS now has a subscription to Zoom and I think 
it has been working very well for us and now we won't 
have a time restriction. Everyone can attend and 
participate if they wish or just sit back and listen to others 
in the safety of their own homes. I think there are some 
very good programs being planned and hope you sign in 
and join us. 

Money 


SCGS Officers for 2020 



Left to right: Dick Cooper, Newsletter Editor; Nancy 
Long, President; Pete Peterson, Treasurer; Malvina Lutz, 
Librarian; Lyle Hammes, VP-Programming; Mary Lohr, 
Web Manager; Paul Martsching, Historian; Annette 
Anderegg, Secretary; Donna Kallem, VP-Membership; 
Rhonda Graham, Publicity. 


Genealogy Plus Meetings 
Genealogy & Computer Help Sessions 

NO IN-PERSON MEETINGS 

UNTIL AT LEAST AFTER THE 

I^T OF SEPTEMBER 2020 


Just A Few Items Inside This Issue 


Note From Web Manager-Page 2 

OLLI Course-Page 2 

Virtual Zoom Information-Page 3 

Giggle, Giggle, Teehee!-Page 4 

Thoughts for September-Page 4 
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Note From the Web Manager 

Are you receiving the emails with the link to SCGS Zoom 
meetings? The address used is what is on your 
membership profile on the SCGS website. If you have an 
additional address you use frequently, please be sure to 
check the email you supplied for the storvgenes.com 
website. You can update or change your email by 
logging in to the member portion of the website, clicking 
Profile, and then selecting the contact info tab. Click the 
pencil icon in the lower right to edit changes. 

Alternatively, you can also email 
webmanager@storvgenes.com with the requested 
changes. 

Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 

August 4 - Coast Guard Birthday 
August 7 - Purple Heart Day 
August 10 - Victory Day (Rhode Island) 

August 11 - Sister’s Birthday (Iowa) 

August 16 & 17 - Bennington Battle Day (Vermont) 
August 19 - National Aviation Day 
August 21 - Hawaii Statehood Day (Hawaii) 

August 21 - Senior Citizens Day 
August 26 - Women’s Equality Day 
August 27 - Lyndon Baines Johnson Day 
September 7 - Labor Day 

I found a list of some unofficial and fun holidays for 
each day in August. Lollowing are my favorite 
unofficial and fun August holidays from that list: 

August 2 - National Ice Cream Sandwich Day 

August 3 - Watermelon Day 

August 6 - Wiggle Your Toes Day 

August 7 - National Lighthouse Day 

August 9 - Book Lover’s Day 

August 13 - Left-Handers Day (my Mom) 

August 15 - Relaxation Day 
August 20 - Chocolate Pecan Pie Day 
August 31 - Eat Outside Day 

There are many other religious and regional holidays in 
August. Visit https://www.timeanddate.com/holidavs/ 
for holidays and observances anywhere in the world. 


Genealogy Class Begins September 17 

Mary J. Lohr 

“Exploring Your Genealogy Online,” a class sponsored 
by the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Iowa State 
University (OLLI), begins Thursday, September 17 at II 
AM. The class will be presented via Zoom and will run 
for six consecutive weeks. Some of the topics to be 
presented are genealogy best practices, choosing 
genealogy software, recording data and source citations, 
LamilySearch, Lind A Grave, using social media, 
newspapers, maps, and census records. The final session 
will discuss analysis of AncestryDNA test results and 
how those can be used to expand your family tree. (DNA 
testing with either Ancestry or one of the other testing 
companies is not a requirement for the course.) 

You can learn more about this and other OLLI classes 
scheduled for Lall at a Zoom informational session 
Thursday, August 13 at 1:30 PM. Registration opens 
Lriday, August 14 at 8:30 AM. Lor more information 
email: 

Jerilyn Logue: ilogue@iastate.edu or call 515-294- 
3192 (may need to leave a message) or visit 
https://bit.lv/20G0mde . You can click the OLLI at ISU 
online membership form if you wish to become a 
member. 

(An OLLI membership is required to take any OLLI 
class. Membership is $25 annually and the year runs from 
July 1 to June 30.) 

Additional information can be found in the article entitled 
Genealogy Class Offered in September 2020 on page 4 
in the July 2020 SCGS newsletter. 

Genealogy Lookup in Social Media 

Lacebook and other social media is often a source for 
many of your genealogy searches. Go to the search option 
generally at the top of the page and enter ancestry, family 
search or any other item that you want to search for and 
you will be amazed at the number of options that you will 
have available to you. 


































Story County Genealogical Society _ August 2020 _ Page 3 


SCGS Begins Meeting Virtually via Zoom 

by Mary J. Lohr 

Due to the Pandemic, SCGS has been unable to meet or 
hold programs in person since March 2020. So, we did 
what genealogists usually do- find a way around the 
challenge! In this case SCGS has gone to virtual 
meetings via Zoom. We experimented with the free 
version of Zoom for several times but soon realized the 
forty-minute time limit did not serve our 
needs. (Translation: we like to talk!) 

The SCGS Executive Board decided at their July meeting 
to invest in a paid subscription to Zoom. We had an 
opportunity to use that version for the July 15 member 
meeting and were pleased not to be confined to forty 
minutes. In fact, the meeting went twice that amount of 
time as we discussed brick wall solutions. 



In addition to the no time meeting limit, another benefit 
is that members will be able to dial in via their phone if 
they are unable to access a computer. An ordinary 
landline will work just fine (no smart phone required). If 
you’d like to test this method, email 
webmanager@storvgenes.com to set up a time to arrange 
that. 


People can derive many things from headstones: wisdom, 
insight, or simply humor. If a passerby is going to have a 
remark about the name or your odd name, you might as 
well beat them to the punch by outlining the oddity for 
them. 


Members who do not live in the central Iowa area will 
also benefit because they can now attend the virtual 
meetings. 

Members have responded well to the Zoom platform and 
quickly learned they can mute or un-mute their 
microphone, turn on or off their web camera, change their 
displayed name, and stay in touch with other SCGS 
members. 

The chat feature will be available to ask a question or 
make a comment. This feature will be especially helpful 
when we begin having a speaker during our programs 
starting in the fall. 

It’s unknown when meeting rooms will be available at the 
Ames Public Library nor if there will be restrictions such 
as social distancing. In the meantime, using Zoom for 
SCGS meetings and programs will fill the gap. Currently 

Continued in next column (ZOOM) 


Continued from previous column (ZOOM) 

the expectation is the monthly meetings will be restricted 
to SCGS members but that Genealogy Plus will also be 
open to non-members who will need to register. Our 
Zoom license allows one hundred participants at a 
meeting. We don’t anticipate members will need to 
register for either the meetings or Genealogy 
Plus. Membership does have its perks! 

The next member meeting is Wednesday, August 19 at 
6:30 PM CDT. The topic for discussion will be our 
favorite genealogy research tool or website. The 
unlimited time frame will be a great feature. 

Not a member? Membership is only $15 for a calendar 
year. There is an application form in each newsletter. Or 
you can join via the storygenes.com website and pay with 
a credit card. 
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Giggle, Giggle, Teehee! 

Submitted by Merlene Whisenand 

We recently ran into a newspaper column, which says 
that there is a “Roots” disease, so with tongue in cheek, 
here it is: 

I know a few, and undoubtedly there are many of them 
around here, although not as many as there are, say in 
Philadelphia. Who?? Those folk who have a passion for 
tracing ancestry. 

“Anyhow, back in Philadelphia a “warning” sign has 
appeared near the front door of the Genealogical Society 
of Pennsylvania. The sign is topped by a large type 
caution: “Quarantined!” Then comes: “The inhabitants 
of this place have been stricken with genealogy fever, a 
deadly and infectious disease. 

“Symptoms are note papers stuffed in pockets & fdes: 
heart palpitations at the sight of old gravestones and old 
trunks filled with letters, bloodshot eyes from excessive 
microfilm exposure; erratic speech patterns punctuated 
with pilgrims and princes; cold sweat upon the arrival of 
the daily mail.” And in large type: “INCURABLE!:” If 
you have genealogy fever yourself, or know someone so 
afflicted, you know that recital of symptoms is accurate. 

The above was sent to the corresponding secretary by one 
of her many correspondents. I thought it was worth 
passing on, so you would know what you really have 
when you are thinking about researching for that 
“missing ancestor”. 

Printed from April 2013 SCGS newsletter 

Editor’s Notes 

Wow you guys did it again. We are in the summer when 
there normally isn’t a newsletter and we are having 
meetings and your editor has enough information and 
articles to fill an entire newsletter. 

Please join us on the August 19* Zoom meeting. Mary 
Lohr will send members an email with the Zoom details 
- and remember, no time limit this time!!!! 


VCdk/Cotyper 


Thoughts For September 

The September 2020 monthly meeting of SCGS has the 
beginnings of a very interesting meeting. Some of the 
topics shown below will be discussed by all members 
joining in on the Zoom meeting. Most genealogists have 
had these questions over the years, and many other 
genealogists may have found the answers to these 
questions over the years. This meeting will provide the 
opportunity for those with the questions to interact with 
those who may have the answers. Some of the questions 
and topics are shown below: 

• No one in my family is interested in my genealogy 
research. What should I do with all of my 
accumulated research, binders, notebooks, etc.? 

• How do I prevent genealogy burnout? 

• A relative has some of the information I need but 
she refuses to share the photos (or documents or 
other material)? How can I get his/her 
cooperation? 

• How can I get a person to respond to a request I 
sent them? (Could be through ancestry, email, a 
DNA contact, etc.) 

• How far do you extend the family tree in your 
research? Do you include collateral lines? What 
about the parents of the wife of my nephew? 

• What is your best advice for resolving a brick 
wall? 

• Has anyone found a valuable new resource lately 
that others could profit from hearing about for 
their own research? 

Please remember that these are topics that are intended to 
start conversations. While it is encouraged that 
participants stay on the subject as much as possible, 
discussion that is slightly off-topic will probably be 
allowed (after all, we are genealogists). We want only 
healthy and productive conversation. If you have new 
ideas other than those shown above, please send your idea 
to the SCGS VP Programming or any other SCGS officer 
or mailto:info@storvgenes.com . 
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GenealogylnTime - Another Search Option 

by Mary J. Lohr 

Does the staggering number of seareh results from a 
Google search leave you feeling a bit perplexed? If you 
are wanting a more focused set of results, consider using 

Genealogy InT ime. 

GenealogylnTime (www.genealogyintime. com) 
describes itself as one of the top three online genealogy 
magazines in the world. The site features original 
material, all of which is free, and is an interesting 
combination of various search engines, articles, and 
resources. 

Although their search engines are identified as “powered 
by Google Custom Search” the results are fdtered to 
include genealogy data, based upon the particular data 
sets GenealogylnTime has defined. Thus, you are not 
likely to be presented with a million or so results. 
GenealogylnTime offers a more targeted set of hits. 

You can choose from the Genealogy Search Engine 
(focusing on ancestral records), the Family Tree Search 
Engine (searches 1.6 billion names on the top family tree 
websites) or the Rare Book Search Engines. In addition, 
there is a Genealogy Twitter Reader, A Genealogy Blog 
Reader, and a Genealogy News Reader. And, like any 
worthwhile magazine, GenealogylnTime has a set of 
genealogy articles including ones on locating living 
relatives and overcoming research brick walls. In 
addition, there are other tools offered: a world time zone 
map, an interactive 1940 map of Great Britain, and 500 
free wallpaper images for your computer desktop. 

Despite all this information the GenealogylnTime 
website is amazingly uncluttered and very intuitive to 
navigate. There is also a weekly newsletter you can opt to 
receive that updates what is being added to the site. 

The only down side, in my experience, is that the site 
omits some search results you’d expect to find. When I 
searched “Heye Groeneveld” GenealogylnTime did not 
find any results. Google produced 674! This was 
perplexing since the Groeneveld Family site is the 
premier site for this family, is international in coverage, 
and contains more than 30,000 names in the database. 
Suggestion: use Google for broader results and 
GenealogylnTime for focused areas. 

Reprinted from October 2011 SCGS newsletter 


Continued from page 8 (genealogy) 

To verify other buildings he may have built in Nevada, a 
visit to the assessor’s office or the auditor’s office at the 
County administrative building might provide more exact 
dates when a building was built. Checking the 
newspapers for the dates might also reveal articles written 
about the building and may mention who the mason was. 
There was a mention of the Watchman block as being a 
building that Daniel built in an article from the Story 
County Watchman in September of 1886. The article 
implies that he built some of “the best ones in Nevada.” 
The Watchman newspaper was in the building which now 
houses Snack Time. The newspapers published in Nevada 
are available not only on microfilm at the library, but also 
online at the library’s website www.nevada.lib.ia.us by 
clicking on the link to the Newspaper Archives which 
will take you to https ://nevada.advantage- 
preservation.com/ where you can search the newspapers 
full-text from 1860 to 2015. 

Submitted by Einda Wright - SCGS member 

Editor Addendum to Nevada Public Library Article 

Other genealogical and historical references not 
mentioned in this article are the city directories, the 
obituary card file, which, while extensive, has only been 
comprehensive since the early 2000's, city histories, 
county plat maps and Nevada High School yearbooks. 
Check out the many additional features of the Nevada 
Public Eibrary at - www.nevada.lib.ia.us . 

Quote of the Day 

"If you cry in your soup, you'll get your mustache wet." 

Einda Wright ca 1974 - Einda said - I like to think it 
means you can cry, but it will water down your life! 


Ames Public Library Update 

Unless you have been on the APE website lately, they 
now have limited lobby opening. They have a colorful 
FAQ box located on their homepage 
(w ww. amespubliclibrary. org) . You are expected to wear 
a face mask and maintain social distancing, both for the 
safety of you and others. Please go to their website for 
further information. 






























Story County Genealogical Society _ August 2020 


Page 6 


Gravestone Preservation Workshop In Winneshiek 

County!!! 



The Winneshiek County Pioneer Cemetery Commission is excited to announce a FREE, 
1 day, workshop. Jonathan Appell, nationally known gravestone preservationist 
will present the workshop in Frankville, Iowa as part of his national tour, 48 states 
in 48 days!! 

The event will briefly discuss historic preservation with a focus on masonry, cemeteries and 
gravestones. Then visually survey some of the most historic and in need of repair monuments, at 
each location. Followed by safe and effective cleaning of gravestones. 

Everyone is welcome to watch and or help with hands on work. Veterans stones will be cleaned at 
each event. All events will be 100% Free to the public. Watch, Listen, Learn and Flelp or stay 100 feet 
away and observe through binoculars. 

Followed by other assorted repairs that will be performed depending on time allowed.including 

joining fractured tablets, raising and or leveling badly leaning, sunken or fallen stones, resetting and 
joining of multiple piece monuments, if possible a lifting tripod will be employed at each location. 

Where: Frankville Cemetery, Frankville, Iowa 
When: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 
Time: 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

* Bring your own lunch and bottled water 

* For more information call, Stacey Gossling 563-380-9077 or 
Janelle Halverson 563-379-6355. * Please call after 3pm 


Always Ready To Help Out Other Genealogy Related Groups 





























Story County Genealogical Society _ August 2020 _ Page 7 


Local Gem 

By Samara Thornock, Editor 

Where can you find free patron access to several 
subscription-based websites, as well as over 3 billion 
records of deceased persons from some 100 countries— 
including birth, marriage, and death records; censuses; 
probates and wills; land records, and more? Right here in 
Ames. 

Due to cooperation with government archives, churches, 
and libraries around the globe. The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints has created the world’s largest 
collection of family history records. Since 1972, the LDS 
Family History Center here in Ames has been a working 
satellite of that collection and is a proven resource for 
sees members and other genealogical enthusiasts in our 
area. Many SCGS members volunteer their time at the 
Center and provide a wealth of experience and expertise 
to the public at large. 

When asked what resources she feels the Center offers 
that would be valuable to members of the SCGS, Mary 
Lohr offered the following: “About ten years ago, I 
started using the Family History Center here in Ames. My 
heaviest use has come from renting microfilms from Salt 
Lake City. Two moments stand out: on a Saturday in 
February about eight years ago, I discovered the marriage 
record of my great-grandparents and let out a shout of 
glee! It was an exciting event, and my happiness was 
shared by those in the Center that day. The second 
moment occurred when I found the birth record for my 
husband's greatgrandfather. Two years ago, I was 
privileged to see the actual record in Germany...but 
having already seen the microfilmed copy made that 
moment even more special. 

“For me, the single most valuable resource offered is the 
ability to borrow microfilms to examine records. The 
second are the databases that are available for use (and 
free).” 

Annette Anderegg, past SCGS program presenter and 
recent SCGS member, is the center director. She recently 
stated, “My personal favorites right now are 
www.newspaperarchive.com and www.Fold3.com. 
However, I feel one of the most valuable resources we 
can offer is the person-to-person help when a researcher 

Continued in next column (Ames FHC) 


Continued from previous column (Ames FHC) 

has specific questions. The combined years of 
experience, knowledge, and passion for genealogy 
available through our staff offer a unique resource for 
genealogists.” 

The Family History Center is located inside the LDS 
Church building at 2524 Hoover Avenue. Patrons can 
enter through the southeast doors and will find the Center 
at the end of the hall. Its hours of operation are Tuesdays 
Noon-9pm, Thursdays 9am-Noon and 6pm-9pm, and 
Saturdays (1st and 3rd) 9am-Noon. For questions or more 
information, contact Annette Anderegg at 
anderegg224@yahoo.com or visit 

www.familvsearch.org . 

Reprinted from 2013 March newsletter - Local Gem 

Editor’s note: The article from the 2013 newsletter was 
very well written but some of the information is no 
longer accurate. Currently, there are several changes that 
have occurred at the Ames Family History Center: 

1) Since early 2020, due to COVID-19, the 
Ames Family History Center has been closed. 
It is uncertain when the Ames FHC will 
reopen but this newsletter will advise readers 
when that happens. 

2) When the Ames FHC reopens, the Ames FHC 
hours and contact information may change. 
This new information will also appear in this 
newsletter. 

3) Several years ago microfilm was no longer 
made available to the Ames Family History 
Center. 

4) In the future, this newsletter will publish 
additional updated information regarding the 
Ames FHC. 

5) Certainly, the vast amount of accessible 
records has increased dramatically since 2013. 
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How Does Genealogy Tie Into Local History? 

Genealogy is both family tree and family history. A Tree is the chart showing names, with dates and places. A Family 
History is the story of a person or a family, or the dash between their dates. That is where local history comes into 
play. 

We will focus on Daniel McKim because of a family story. It has been verified that he was a brick mason using the 
census records. But the family story says that he built most of the buildings here in downtown Nevada. 

The basic information about him says that Daniel was bom Jan 9, 1835 in Columbiana, Ohio. He married Patience 
Ann Evans, the daughter of Judge Evan Cadwalleder Evans and they had five children. After her death, he married 
Alice Daugherty and they had two children. He died in 1914 in Mason City, Iowa and is buried in Northville, South 
Dakota. 

Using the census records, we can flesh out his story a little. In the 1850 census, Daniel was 15 years old and living in 
Henderson County, Illinois with his parents. Noble and Abigail and 8 siblings. The first 5 children were bom in Ohio, 
according to this census record and the other 3 were born in Illinois. Erom this information we can assume that the 
family moved to Illinois sometime between 1838 and 1840, judging by the birthplaces listed for the 5^'’ child and the 
6* child. In the special Iowa census for 1856, Daniel is 21 and living in Eranklin Township in Story County, Iowa. 
In 1860, he is married to Patience and they are back in Henderson County, Illinois with one child. They move back 
to Story County sometime between 1862 and 1864 according to where their children were bom. In 1870 they were in 
Milford Township and in 1880 they were living in Colo. We don’t know where they are in 1890 because most of the 
census records for that year were destroyed by fire. In 1886 Daniel married Alice Daugherty according to Allen’s 
history book and in 1900 they were living in Nevada. Daniel was 75 years old in 1910 and was living in Mason City. 
But there is more to his story. 

Information can be gleaned from various sources. Daniel is mentioned a couple of times in A History of Story County 
Iowa written in 1887 by William G. Allen. This book is available at the Nevada Public Eibrary and the Nevada 
Community Historical Museum, as well as online full text at the Story County GenWeb site, 
http://iagenweb.org/storv/ . In this book, it is noted that he was an officer of the I.O.O.E. or Odd Eellows at the time 
the book was written. Also in this book, it is noted that in November 1885 he and Alice Daugherty got a marriage 
license in Nevada. 

Where was Daniel in 1890? He was probably in Nevada. However, in 1884, we know that he and his family went to 
South Dakota to homestead. The family has several letters written by Daniel to his wife and children on the farm 
where they were homesteading. It was there that Patience Ann died and was buried, which explains why he is buried 
there. He then moved back to Nevada and married Alice, and had two more children. So then, why was he living in 
Mason City in 1910 until he died in 1914? He was living in the Odd Eellows home, which I discovered on the 1910 
census. Census records for Story County are available on microfilm for the Federal censuses of 1860, ’70, ’80 and 
1900, ’10, ’20,and the State censuses ofl856,1885,1905,1915,1925. There are also indexes to a few ofthe censuses 
(lA 977.7 CENSUS REE). 

Using the research undertaken to establish Nevada’s downtown as a National Historic District for the National 
Register, one building mentioned that Daniel was the brick mason and that was the Old Creamery building, now 
known as the Courthouse View Apartments. This building was built in 1863. Many of the other buildings in the 
downtown were built between 1875 and 1900. Daniel would have been in Nevada during much of that time period. 
The research for this project is available at the Nevada Public Eibrary in the Genealogy and Eocal History section 
(lA 977.7546 NEVADA). 

Continued on page 5, column 2 (genealogy) 
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Iowa County Seats #2 - SCGS Word Search #22 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 
Answers at Word Search Answers on the Story County Genealogical Society website 


Dubuque 

FortDodge 

Hampton 

Keokuk 

Marengo 

Eldora 

FortMadison 

Harlan 

Keosauqua 

Montezuma 

Elkader 

Gamer 

IdaGrove 

Knoxville 

Waukon 

Emmetsburg 

Glenwood 

Independence 

LeMars 

Waverly 

Estherville 

Greenfield 

Indianola 

Leon 

WebsterCity 

Fairfield 

GmndyCenter 

lowaCity 

Logan 

WestUnion 

ForestCity 

GuthrieCenter 

Jefferson 

Manchester 

Winterset 
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President’s Message 


We will be starting our year in a new 
way. We will be using Zoom until 
we can meet in person and then we 
will continue to use Zoom for our 
meetings so those who can't get to the 
meeting can still join. I think this is a big plus for 
SCGS. We have been able to talk and see each other over 
the summer and the meetings have been so very 
informative. I have pages of notes and have hardly 
touched all the resources available to help in researching 
and writing our Family Stories. There are many 
interesting and informative meetings planned for 2020- 




2021 . 


I haven't found out how my Great Grandfather came to 
the United States yet, but I have no doubt that brick wall 
will be broken in the future. Just need to keep 
checking. My husband was asked where his family came 
from and I hadn't found that answer yet. I had researched 
this in the past but found nothing. Did some searching 
this week and looks like they came from West Germany 
and came to America fairly early and stayed in 
Maryland/Pennsylvania area for many years before 
venturing west to Iowa. I have no proof yet, but at least 
there are some puzzle pieces to work on. 

With a heavy heart, I want to let everyone know that 
Luann Enderland lost her battle with cancer this 
month. She will be missed. She was such a good 
researcher and so good at putting the facts together in a 
very interesting way. 

Hope to see and talk to everyone on Zoom. 

Money 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday, September 14, 2020 
Zoom - Online - Members Only 

See Page 3 

Genealogy Plus 

Wednesday, September 16,2020 
Zoom - Online - Eyeryone Inyited 
10:00 am - Noon 
See Page 3 

Economical Ways to Do Genealogy Research 

Are you looking for ways to keep your genealogy 
expenses under control? While we like "free" we don't 
expect everything will be without cost. This presentation 
will detail ways to research your ancestry without 
emptying your bank account. 

Everyone is welcome to the Genealogy Plus session. 
Registration guidelines on page 3. 
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Luanne Denise Endreland Obituary 

Luanne Denise Endreland went home to be with her 
heavenly father on August 12th, 2020 at Israel Hospiee 
house in Ames, Iowa, after a long 4 years of ovarian 
eaneer. 


Continued from previous eolumn (Luanne) 

Serviee Notes: 

Celebration of life will be at a later date. Burial will be in 
the Hanna Cemetery in Winnebago County. 

Speeial Songs for the memorial serviee inelude: In the 
Garden and On the Far Side Banks of Jordan. 


Luanne Denise Endreland was bom on November 7, 
1953, in Des Moines, Iowa, in the baekseat of the family 
ear on the way to the hospital to parents Merwin and Janet 
(Stroud) Guss. Her mother always said she would be the 
only kid in sehool who eould say they were born in front 
of the eapital building. The family moved to Story County 
when she was 8 and she graduated from Ballard High 
School in 1971. She worked for Black’s Seed Farm after 
high school. Luanne was married to Gary Sigler on 
February 23, 1974. While she was pregnant with their 
first child, Marisa, Gary was killed in a car accident on 
January 14, 1977. She began working for the Iowa State 
Veterinary Diagnostic Lab as a Laboratory Technician in 
1979. Luanne was married to John Endreland on 
September 26, 1987 in Ames, Iowa. John adopted Marisa 
after the couple were married. Together they had two 
more children, Rachel and Kyle. Luanne attended 
Stavanger Lutheran Church in Garden City, Iowa. When 
her children were small she was a member and later a 
leader of La Leche League. Later in life she took over her 
mother’s love of family history and joined the Story 
County Genealogical Society, a group in which her 
mother was a founding member. 

Luanne is survived by her husband, John of Ames; 
children: Marisa (Michael) Grimm of Sunbright, TN, 
Iowa; Rachel Wright of Roland, Iowa, and Kyle 
Endreland of Ames; 11 grandchildren: Ace Grimm, 
Bastian Grimm, Damian Grimm, Amaja Grimm, Nova 
Grimm, Blaze Grimm, Infiniti Grimm, Mikayla 
Endreland, Alexey Wright, Victoria Wright, and William 
Wright; her step-mother: Wanda (Merwin) Guss of 
Marshalltown, lA; and her siblings: Randy (Joan) Guss, 
Milleville, Utah; Lynne Guss, Aurora, Colorado; and 
Layne (Fred) Rahbar, Castro Valley, California. 

She was preceded in death by her parents Merwin and 
Janet. Paternal Grandparents Glenn & Lula (Moritz) Guss 
and maternal grandparents Dale & Elsie (Lacox) Stroud. 

Continued in next column (Luanne) 


Editor’s Note: 

Below is a photo of Luanne that is from the SCGS 
Facebook collection. She had obtained both the Pioneer 
Certificate and the Statehood Certificate, issued by the 
Iowa Genealogical Society. The photo is from Feb. 2016 
if you want to look at it in the LB collection. 



Labor Day Remembered 

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, 
September 5, 1882, in New York City, in accordance with 
the plans of the Central Labor Union. The Central Labor 
Union held its second Labor Day holiday just a year later, 
on September 5, 1883. By 1894, 23 more states had 
adopted the holiday, and on June 28, 1894, President 
Grover Cleveland signed a law making the first Monday 
in September of each year a national holiday. 

Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation 
of the labor movement and is dedicated to the social and 
economic achievements of American workers. It 
constitutes a yearly national tribute to the contributions 
workers have made to the strength, prosperity, and well¬ 
being of our country. 
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Upcoming Events At SCGS 


Update on Genealogy Plus Registration 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday, September 14, 2020 
Zoom - Online - Members Only 
6:30 pm 

Genealogy Discussion on Various Topics 

See List of Topics on Page 

Genealogy Plus 

Wednesday, September 16,2020 
Zoom - Online - Eyeryone Inyited 
10:00 am - Noon 

Economical Ways to Do Genealogy Research 

Are you looking for ways to keep your genealogy 
expenses under control? While we like "free" we don't 
expect everything will be without cost. This presentation 
will detail ways to research your ancestry without 
emptying your bank account. 

See Registration Instructions Article 

In Next Column on This Page 

Visit the SCGS Eyents Page for more 

information on future presentations. 



When pondering death, some believe it is all black. The 
dark color denotes nothingness, because it’s hard for 
humans to imagine nonexistence. In a sense, the simple 
and funny headstone is actually pretty philosophical if 
you take the idea and really run with it. 


Genealogists know that technology is ever-changing, and 
such is the case with Genealogy Plus (GP). For the 
foreseeable future, GP meetings will be held virtually via 
ZOOM, hosted by the Ames Public Library. 

Registration is required and the meetings are open to the 
public. Both members and non-members will have to 
register. 

Registration for Genealogy Plus ends at 10 AM on the day 
of the program, so while you can be "late to the program" 
you must register before the Genealogy Plus event begins. 

To register: visit the Ames Public Library website 
(https://amespubliclibrarv .org) ) , click Events & News, 
then select Event Calendar and navigate to the third 
Wednesday of the month. Click the words Genealogy 
Plus which will open a registration window. You’ll need 
to supply your name, email address, and phone number. 
That’s it! 

You’ll receive a confirmation email. The link for the 
meeting will be sent to you a day or so before the 
scheduled meeting. 

If that sounds complicated, there’s another way: simply 
visit the SCGS website at storvgenes.com , go to the 
Events page and look for the Genealogy Plus programs 
scheduled for September 16, October 21, November 18, 
and January 21. The direct registration link is in the 
description for the meetings. 

You do need to sign up for each Genealogy Plus meeting 
separately. 

Here's to another year of great Genealogy Plus 
Programs, albeit done virtually! 
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Unofficial Guide to FamilySearch.org: How to Find 
Your Family History on the World’s Largest Free 
Genealogy Website, 2"‘’ ed. 

By Dana McCullough. (Cincinnati: Family Tree Books, 
2020) 266 p. ineludes Appendixes and Index. 

Reviewed by Mary J. Lohr 

This book is an updated and expanded edition of the 2015 
publieation. Much has happened in the online world in 
those five years, including at FamilySearch.org. The 
images in this edition along with instructions have all 
been updated. A ehapter has also been added on 
accessing reeords at the Family History Library, local 
Family History Centers, and affiliate libraries. (The 
Ames Public Library is now an affiliate library, so this 
part is espeeially topical.) 

And there are appendixes on the Research Wiki (a gold 
mine of genealogical information!). Indexing, and 
Research Worksheets. 

There are chapters devoted to various types of reeords 
genealogist use: 

Getting Started; Searehing and browsing historieal 
records; US census records; US vital records, US 
immigration and naturalization records; US military 
records; US probate and eourt reeords; European records; 
Global records; More historieal records; Accessing 
records at Family History Centers and affiliate libraries. 

Eaeh ehapter begins with a detailed explanation of the 
types of reeord and then deseribes how to search for that 
record on EamilySearch.org. 

This book also gives an explanation of how to use the 
search function with viewing, filtering, and using 
wildcards. And since many records on ES are yet to be 
indexed, an explanation of browsing these reeords is 
given as well as how to navigate to specific records. 

In conclusion, this second edition of Unofficial Guide to 
FamilySearch.org rates a solid five-star rating. It has 
something for the beginning genealogist all the way to 
the experieneed researeher. 

Continued in next eolumn (FamilySearch) 


Continued in next eolumn (FamilySearch) 

Bonus tip: this book is available at the Ames Public 
Eibrary and can be eheeked out. The eall number is 
929.1 MCC 2020 


Unofficial Guide to 

FamilySearch.org 


gjjj' 2nd EDITION 



Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 


September 7 - Labor Day 
September 9 - California Admission Day 
September 11 - Patriot Day 
September 12 - Carl Garner Federal Lands 
Cleanup Day 

September 13 - National Grandparents Day 

September 17 - Constitution Day 

September 17 - Citizenship Day 

September 18 - Air Force Birthday 

September 18 - National POW/MIA Recognition Day 

September 19 - National CleanUp Day 

September 22 - September Equinox 

September 22 - Emancipation Day (Ohio) 

September 25 - Native American Day (California) 
September 27 - Gold Star Mother’s Day 

There are many other religious and regional holidays in 
March. Visit https://www.timeanddate.com/holidavs/ for 
holidays and observances anywhere in the world. 
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Finding Calm in a Global Pandemic 

With Genealogy 

By - Malvina Lutz, SCGS Librarian 

What a year! 2020 has not been a normal year. Our daily 
lives have almost come to a halt as a global pandemic 
spreads over many months. Now as we embrace a ‘new’ 
normal, some places are back open, others still are not; 
we have new rules to follow, new words like ‘social 
distancing’ and ‘wear a face mask’. Hard times for us all. 

Genealogy is a wonderful hobby during all our ‘safe at 
home’ time. Besides filling in our Family Trees with 
ancestor dates and places, mark down their timelines in 
history, and then write a few paragraphs of how they may 
have lived in their location and profession. Stories bring 
ancestors ‘alive’ to be remembered, and realize how 
much they survived to continue our tree lines down to us. 
We, the current generations, are here all because they 
survived hard times. 

One way to relive an ancestor’s life in a certain 
timeframe, is to read books about life during that time. 
Books are every where... some libraries are offering 
limited book pick up, download an eBook, or look again 
at the filled bookshelves in your own home. My Iowa 
ancestors, as many of yours, came to Iowa during the 
mid-1800’s from the East, and were farmers. They 
traveled by wagon, built a dwelling, then had to break the 
tall prairie grass to plant crops. Read what pioneer 
farming was like back then. 

During this COVID-19 pandemic, I have found a way to 
escape the daily news by watching a reading each day of 
the Little House on the Prairie b ooks written by pioneer 
Laura Ingalls Wilder. Read online by Alison Arngrim, 
better known as ‘Nellie Oleson’ of The Little House on 
the Prairie TV show. She reads adding in commentary 
comparing to current times, and leaves you feeling better 
after a smile or chuckle. Alison started reading the nine 
books in order, a couple chapters a day, way back on 
March 20. Some readings are even done by other former 
cast members. Now in late August, she has added reading 
companion books written by other authors about the life 
of Laura Ingalls Wilder. Watch all the recorded daily 
readings at: Alison Arngrim on Facebook. 

Continued in next column (Pandemic) 


Continued from previous column (Pandemic) 

It brings a calming feeling listening to the books being 
read aloud of earlier times and farm life from 1867-1957. 
About the same timeframe as our Iowa farming ancestors. 
They had hard times of failed crops due to wind, hail, or 
grasshoppers. Illnesses with no cures at that time that took 
lives, and left others with handicaps. But they didn’t give 
up. They always held onto hope to keep on going saying 
‘next year will be better.’ 

Read a book about the time your ancestor lived. They 
were a determined people not willing to give up. We are 
the same, going through hard times this year with a virus 
pandemic. A recent unbelievable derecho windstorm, 
equal to a hurricane in Iowa, has again flattened millions 
of acres of growing field crops. Hard times are here, but 
looking at our ancestors we know they survived. We need 
to call upon their strengths passed down to us, and we too 
will survive with the hope that ‘next year will be better.’ 


Ancestral Mathematics 

In order to be born, you needed: 

2 parents 
4 grandparents 
8 great-grandparents 
i6 second great-grandparents 
32 third great-grandparents 
64 fourth great-grandparents 
128 fifth great-grandparents 
256 sixth great-grandparents 
512 seventh great-grandparents 
1,024 eighth great-grandparents 
2,048 ninth great-grandparents 

For you to be born today from 12 previous generations, 
you needed a total of 4,094 ancestors over the last 400 
years. 

Think for a moment - How many struggles? How many 
battles? How many difficulties? How much sadness? 

How much happiness? How many love stories? 

How many expressions of hope for the future? - did 
your ancestors have to undergo for you to exist in this 
present moment... 

Printed from a posting on Facebook. The writer is 
anonymous but this goes back to thinking of ‘if it weren’t 
for all my ancestors surviving, I wouldn’t be here now.’ 
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Useful Genealogy Links 

Following is a list of most of the genealogy li nk s that were mentioned at the August 19, 2020 Zoom genealogy 
meeting. Some of these may be sites/links that you are already aware of and some may not be. Be assured that one or 
more of the members online at the August meeting mentioned these links. 

Find A Grave (findagrave.eom) 

Billion Graves (billiongraves.eom) 

Facebook: Genealogy Bargains (https://www.faoebook.com/genealogybargains ) 

Frugal Genealogy Facebook Group (https://www.facebook.com/groups/frugalgenealogy ) 

Facebook groups in the area or region you are researching 
The Ancestor Hunt (theancestorhunt.com) 

Newspapers.com (newspapers.com) 

Chronicling America (chroniclingamerica.loc.gov) 

Small Town Papers (https://smalltownpapers.com/ ) 

F amily S earch.org 

FamilySearch Research Wiki (https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page ) 

US Gen Web (http://www.usgenweb.org/) - Also state and county level sites available 
HeritageQuest (available through the Ames Public Library, amespubliclibrary.org 
Google Books (https://books.google.com) 

Bureau of Land Management (https://glorecords.blm.gov/default.aspx) 

Internet Archive (archive.org) 

Ortsippenbuch (available at various libraries) 

Ostfriesen (northwest area of Germany) books are available at the Wellsburg Public Library, Wellsburg, Iowa 
Norwegian Farm Books-(norwegian bygdebok) - Some available at the Bertha Bartlett Library in Story City, Iowa 
Online Local Family Books/Online Heritage Books (https://ofb.genealogy.net/) 

German Protestant Church Records Online (https://www.archion.de/en/the-portal/ ) 

Youtube.com 

Ancestry.com 

Genealogybargains.com 

Topics for the September SCGS Meeting 

Some of these topics will be discussed at the September regular SCGS meeting. Most genealogists have had these 
questions over the years, and many other genealogists may have found the answers to these questions. 

1. No one in my family is interested in my genealogy research. What should I do with all my accumulated research, 
binders, notebooks, etc.? 

2. How do I prevent genealogy burnout? 

3. A relative has some of the information I need but she refuses to share the photos (or documents or other 
material)? How can I get his/her cooperation? 

4. How can I get a person to respond to a request I sent them? (Could be through ancestry, email, a DNA contact, 
etc.) 

5. How far do you extend the family tree in your research? Do you include collateral lines? What about the parents 
of the wife of my nephew? 

6. What is your best advice for resolving a brick wall? 

7. Has anyone found a valuable new resource lately that others could profit from hearing about for their own research? 
These are topics that are intended to start conversations. While it is encouraged that participants stay on the subject 
as much as possible, discussion that is slightly off-topic will probably be allowed (after all, we are genealogists). If 
you have any new ideas, please send your idea mailto:info@storvgenes.com. 
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Zearing Public Library 



The Zearing Publie Library website is a very warm and 
weleoming website and full of information. 

The Zearing Public Library is located at 101 East Main 
Street, P.O. Box 197, Zearing, Iowa 50278. Their email 
address is zearing ©zearing.lib.ia.us and their website is 
at https://www.zeai'ing.lib.ia.us/ . The library is open 
Monday thru Saturday and closed on Sunday. 

The library has books and reading material on many 
different subjects: mysteries, romance, science fiction 
and others. There is even space for readers to submit their 
comments on various books and also to make suggestions 
on books that they would like to see the library purchase. 

Research is also encouraged at the Zearing Public 
Library. The research section starts out with a favorite 
phrase for all genealogists: 

“Search engines are a fine place to start a search of the 
Internet, but often the results are unsatisfactory. Besides, 
the Internet isn’t the only place to find information. Our 
library has gathered together some great resources for you 
to use to find the information you need.” 

The Zearing Public Library has ebooks and EBSCOhost 
to find magazine articles, WorldCat, CDs, DVDs and 
other items. They also have Healthinfolowa to be used 
for finding health information along with many other 
research aids. 

Of course, the library also offers other services for 
everyone in the community along with a friendly, trained 
staff to help with research or any other service offered at 
the library. And what website would be complete without 
a SEARCH bar at the top of the page. 

Zearing Public Eibrary at https://www.zearing.lib.ia.us 


Editor’s Notes 

Well I certainly hope that we haven’t started a 
trend here. I did a little research only to find that 
in the September 2019 newsletter there was an 
article concerning the death of Merlene 
Whisenand. Then in February 2019 there was an 
article concerning the loss of Donelle Meyer and 
now Luanne Endreland. All three of these women 
were very good researchers and very active in 
SCGS. They will be missed greatly. 

Malvina Lutz’s article (Finding Calm in a 
Global Pandemic With Genealogy) on page 5 
serves to remind me (and maybe others as well) that life 
is short and fragile. We know that we won’t leave this 
world alive but we just don’t know when that time will 
be. 

A little research shows a few of the pandemics and 
epidemics in recent history: 

1918 - Spanish Elu 
1957-1958- Asian flu 
1981 - HIV/AIDS 
2003 - SARS 
2019-2020-COVID-19 

Our ancestors got through these times and so will we. In 
these times we need to encourage younger people to 
become interested in genealogy so that they can learn 
about their ancestors just as we have. 

VCchCocper 
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Iowa County Seats - SCGS Word Search 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 
Answers at Word Search Answers on the Story County Genealogical Society website 


Maquoketa 

NewHampton 

Oskaloosa 

SacCity 

StormLake 

Marshalltown 

Newton 

Ottumwa 

Sibley 

Tipton 

MasonCity 

Northwood 

Pocahontas 

Sidney 

Toledo 

MountAyr 

Onawa 

Primghar 

Sigourney 

Vinton 

MountPleasant 

OrangeCity 

RedOak 

SiouxCity 

Wapello 

Muscatine 

Osage 

RockRapids 

Spencer 

Washington 

Nevada 

Osceola 

RockwellCity 

SpiritLake 

Waterloo 
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President’s Message 

September is usually the start of new 
school year and many learning 
opportunities. COVID19 has changed 
that in many ways but for SCGS 
members and guests, it has been an 
abundance of learning. We now are 
using Zoom to meet and heard some excellent 
presentations during September. One thing about Zoom, 
people from far and wide can join in. There are learning 
opportunities we can take advantage of in many places, 
but I think we have the best. We are able to share what 
we have found and ask questions on how to fill in some 
of the puzzle pieces we need. Mary Lohr gave so many 
sites to find information we need to do that. 

My Dad's birthday was September 7 and one of my 
brother's pointed out to me that he would have been 
100. I had never thought of looking at birthdays in that 
way but now I notice when someone was born in 1920 
and think they were they were born the same year as my 
Dad. Makes me look at that date in a different light. Just 
like more research you do, the more questions you 
have. There is always something new you want to know 
or learn. 

Also took a class in the Iowa Census and the main thing 
I learned is how valuable they are as they were done on 
odd years from the Federal Census and asked different 
questions, so maybe a puzzle piece or two can be filled in 
that way. So valuable for those with Iowa roots. 

So, September was a start of learning and sharing 
opportunities for us after all. Looking forward to the rest 
of the Genealogy year. 

Stay safe. 

hJaruyy 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday, October 12, 2020 
Zoom - Online - Members Only 

Ghost Towns of Story County 

See Page 3 

Genealogy Plus 
Wednesday, October 21,2020 
Zoom - Online - Eyeryone Inyited 

10:00 am - Noon 

Finding and Using Death Records 

See Page 3 


Everyone is FREE to join the 

Genealogy Plus session. 
Registration guidelines on page 3. 
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Story County Genealogical Society 
Meeting Minutes - September 14,2020 

yia Zoom 

The meeting began under the direction of President 
Nancy Long at 6:33 p.m. Twenty two members 
participated. 

Minutes of the March and May 2020 meetings were 
approved as published in the newsletter. 

Treasurer Pete Peterson was unable to attend. In 
presenting the financial report, President Nancy Long 
noted a donation received from Luanne Endreland. The 
report will be filed for audit. 

Librarian Malvina Lutz reported that fourteen titles were 
purchased in February,. The title list is in the April 
newsletter. Three of the titles can be checked out. She is 
taking suggestions for next year’s purchase request. 

Nancy noted that IGS Fall Virtual Conference will be 
held on October 2"*^ and 3'^'^. Information and registration 
forms are on their website. 

President Nancy Long previewed this month’s Genealogy 
PLUS program to be held September 16* at 10:00 a.m. 
via Zoom. “Economical Ways to Do Genealogy 
Research’’ will be presented by Mary Lohr. Registration 
is required through the Ames Public Library’s Events 
page. A link directly to the registration page is on the 
“Events Page” of the society’s website. 

Nancy is working on a nominating committee for the 
annual election. To be elected this year are president, 
treasurer, vice-president - membership, newsletter editor 
and historian. 

Mary noted that she had asked Jim Anderegg to be the co¬ 
host for the Zoom meetings. As such he will act as a 
backup in the event that Mary has technical difficulties or 
cannot host. 

The remainder of the meeting was devoted to open 
discussion of various genealogical topics. Questions 
discussed were: 

Continued in next column (Minutes) 


Continued from previous column (Minutes) 

1. No one in my family is interested in my genealogy 
research. What should I do with all my accumulated 
research, binders, notebooks, etc.? 

2. How do I prevent genealogy burnout? 

3. A relative has some of the information I need but she 
refuses to share the photos (or documents or other 
material)? How can I get his/her cooperation? 

4. How can I get a person to respond to a request I sent 
them? (Could be through ancestry, email, a DNA contact, 
etc.) 

5. How far do you extend the family tree in your 
research? Do you include collateral lines? What about 
the parents of the wife of my nephew? 

6. What is your best advice for resolving a brick wall? 

7. Has anyone found a valuable new resource lately that 
others could profit from hearing about for their own 
research? 

8. How did you get involved in genealogy? 

9. Has anyone ever confirmed that they are related to a 
“famous” person? 

10. What is a big surprise you may have found in your 
family tree? 

11. How far back do you have solid sources in your 
research? 

After the discussion Eyle Hammes, vice president - 
programming, said that the library would try to record this 
month's Genealogy PEUS presentation. The plan is to 
record future programs if the speakers agree. 

There were additional questions given to the moderator 
shortly before the meeting: 

a) How did you get involved in genealogy? 

b) What do you see for future trends in genealogy 
research? 

c) Has anyone ever confirmed that they are related to a 
“famous” person? 

d) What is a big surprise you may have found in your 
family tree? 

The meeting concluded at 8:15 p.m. 

Submitted by Annette Anderegg, secretary 
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Upcoming Events At SCGS 

Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday, October 12, 2020 
Zoom - Online - Members Only 

6:30 pm 

Ghost Towns of Story County 

Dave Baker will talk about historic and ghost 
towns of Story County. 

Genealogy Plus 
Wednesday, October 21,2020 
Zoom - Online - Eyeryone Inyited 

See registration insstructions page 6 

10:00 am - Noon 
Finding and Using Death Records 

Presenter: Dick Cooper 

Did you know an amazing number of records 
can be useful when an ancestor dies ? This 
presentation will detail the kinds of records, 
what they contain, and where they can be 
located. You may learn of some new resources! 

Visit the SCGS Eyents Page for more 

information on future presentations at 

https://storygeness.com. 

See Registration Instructions Article 

On Page 6, Column 1 for 

Additional Information 

Follow-up to Luanne Endreland’s 

September Obituary 

The Story County Genealogy Society (SCGS) would 
like to add to the obituary for Luanne Enderland that 
appeared in the September 2020 issue. Any donations or 
memorials for Luanne Enderland can be sent to the 
SCGS via PayPal or they can be sent to SCGS, PO Box. 
692, Ames, Iowa 50010. 
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Nancy Long’s Bio 

I grew up on a farm west of Kelley, Iowa. I have three 
younger brothers, Eeonard, Philip and Kevin. I went to 
Kelley Elementary school and Junior High and High 
School in Huxley. By the time I was in High School, the 
towns of Kelley, Slater, Cambridge and Huxley had 
consolidated and we were now Ballard. I got married 
right of high school and started a family. I have two 
daughters, Eauri and Heidi and a son, Ren. I worked in 
the Admissions Office at Iowa State University for 
several years and then Ren came along. When he started 
school, I started working for Crouse Cartage Company 
and Crouse Transfer and Storage (Allied Van Eines). I 
worked there for 14 years. During this time, I 
divorced. Paul Crouse, the owner was killed in a car 
accident and the company closed, I met Tom and we were 
married in 1979. I went to work for Pekin Insurance 
Company. This was a claims office for western Iowa. I 
worked there for 18 years until I retired in 2008. I have 
lived in Gilbert for 47 years and call it home. We have 5 
grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren and very 
fortunate that they are all very close except for two 
granddaughters - one is in Nashville and the other is in 
Houston. I enjoy Genealogy, of course, working at the 
Gilbert Historical Society, sewing/quilting are on the top 
of the list. 

Now you know a little about me. who wants to write 

about themselves next month? 

Submitted by Nancy Long, President SCGS 

Quotes Possibly Related to Genealogists 

“There’s a humorous side to every situation. The 
challenge is to find it.” - George Carlin 

If you don’t have patience, and you stick with gardening, 
it will teach you patience. 

It is impossible for a man to learn what he thinks he 
already knows. 

Above quotes are Side Notes from October/November 

2020 issue of Our Iowa magazine 
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Editor’s Comment 

I don’t claim to be much of a reader, and I have started to 
read a few books, but honestly not very many that have 
to do with genealogy. Seems like I would rather search 
for my ancestors rather than read about search sites and 
forms. 

Well, I use FamilySearch.org quite a bit, and when the 
book review for the following book came to me and was 
published in the September 2020 newsletter (page 4), 
something told me that I should get a copy - so I did. 

I have only read about 1/3 of the book, but I can tell you 
that it has opened my eyes to the vast amount of 
information included in FamilySearch.org. More 
importantly, I have learned how to access it . Previously I 
would search many different genealogy websites, but I 
will focus more on FamilySearch.org now. This is 
another fine example of some of the fine items that are 
published in this newsletter - mostly from the SCGS 
members and friends. Remember, I just put it into the 
newsletter format, it’s up to you to heed the advice. 

Unofficial Guide to FamilySearch.org: How to Find 
Your Family History on the World’s Largest Free 
Genealogy Website, 2"‘‘ ed. 

By Dana McCullough. (Cincinnati: Family Tree Books, 
2020) 266 p. includes Appendixes and Index. 


Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 

October 5 - Child Health Day 
October 9 - Leif Erikson Day 
October 10 - Chicago Marathon (cancelled) 
October 12 - Columbus Day (Tennessee) 
October 12 - Fraternal Day (Alabama) 
October 12 - Discoverer’s Day (Hawaii) 
October 12 - Indigenous Peoples Day (16 
states) 

October 12 - American Indian Heritage Day 
(Alabama) 

October 13 - Navy Birthday 
October 15 - White Cane Safety Day 
October 16 - Boss’s Day 
October 17 - Sweetest Day (13 states) 

October 18 - Alaska Day (Alaska) 

October 30 - Nevada Day 

October 31 - Halloween 

November 1 - Daylight Saving Time Change 

November 3 - Election Day 

There are many other religious and regional holidays in 
October. Visit https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/ 
for holidays and observances anywhere in the world. 


Unofficial Guide to 

FamilySearch org 

__nrr EDITION 




If 
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Daylight Saving Time 


Genealogy Plus on the Ames 

Public Library website 


Daylight saving time in the United States is the practice 
of setting the clock forward by one hour during the 
warmer part of the year (spring and summer), so that 
evenings have more daylight and mornings have less. 
Most areas of the United States and Canada observe 
daylight saving time (DST), the exceptions being Arizona 
(except for the Navajo, who do observe daylight saving 
time on tribal lands), Hawaii, and the overseas territories 
of American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana 
Islands, Puerto Rico, and the United States Virgin 
Islands. ... 

On November 1, 2020, Daylight Saving Time Ends. 
When local daylight time is about to reach Sunday, 
November 1, 2020, 2:00 am clocks are turned backward 
1 hour to Sunday, November 1, 2020, 1:00 am local 
standard time instead of Daylight Saving Time. Sunrise 
and sunset will be about 1 hour earlier on Nov 1, 2020 
than the day before. 

Information from Wikipedia 

VOTE ON NOVEMBER 3rd 

An important part of being an American is the right to 
vote for a person of your choice in local, state and/or 
federal government elections. In many states, November 
3, 2020 is the date to cast this vote. You can go to 
www.usa.gov for more information or simply use your 
computer search engine and search for voting procedures 
or something similar. 

EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE 



Genealogy Plus now has a dedicated page on the Ames 
Public Library website! 

https://amespubhchbrarv.org/GenealogvPlus 

Ah upcoming Genealogy Plus programs for the 
2020/2021 year are listed. You can find a description of 
the program and a link to register. Please note each 
program is a separate event and you’ll need to register for 
each program separately. A day or so before the program 
the specific link will be emailed to you. Until we can meet 
again at the Library, programs will be featured via Zoom. 
In addition to the schedule of upcoming programs and the 
registration link, you may also find a recording of the 
programs (if the presenter has given permission) and a 
copy of any handouts. 

The recording, if available, will be on the Youtube 
channel of the Ames Public Library. The videorecording 
and handouts will likely be available for a limited time, 
so if you missed the live Zoom meeting look for the link 
on the Genealogy Plus page. 

The pandemic has changed much of the way we need to 
reach our members and friends and this is one way we can 
stay in touch, at least “virtually”— thanks to the Ames 
Public Library and their sponsorship of Genealogy Plus! 



On the contrary, people who love to stay busy often say 
"I’ll sleep when I’m dead." The go-getters and the bed- 
until-nooners will unite in death. In a sense, the 
graveyard is the only place where all people are equal. 
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Update on Genealogy Plus Registration 

October 2020 Issue Version 

This article was in the September Issue of the newsletter 
but there have been a couple of changes since then, hence 
the re-written article below. 

Genealogists know that technology is ever-changing, and 
such is the case with Genealogy Plus (GP). For the 
foreseeable future, GP meetings will be held virtually via 
ZOOM, hosted by the Ames Public Library. 

Registration is required and the meetings are open to the 
public FREE. Both members and non-members will have 
to register. 

Registration for Genealogy Plus ends at 10 AM on the 
day of the program, so while you can be "late to the 
program" you must register before the Genealogy Plus 
event begins. 

To register: visit the Ames Public Library website 
(https://amespubliclibrarv.org) ), click Events & News, 
then select Event Calendar and navigate to the third 
Wednesday of the month. Click the words Genealogy 
Plus which will open a registration window. You’ll need 
to supply your name, email address, and phone number. 
That’s it! 

You’ll receive a confirmation email. The link for the 
meeting will be sent to you a day or so before the 
scheduled meeting. 

If that sounds complicated, there’s another way: simply 
visit the SCGS website at storvgenes.com , go to the 
Events Page link in the left column and look for the 
2020/2021 Genealogy Plus programs scheduled for 
October 21, November 18, and January 20. The direct 
registration link is in the description for each of the 
meetings. 

Note that February, March, April and May GP programs 

have been scheduled but the Ames Public Library has not 

given SCGS the links for registration yet. 

You do need to sign up for each Genealogy Plus 
meeting separately. 

Here's to another year of great Genealogy Plus 
Programs, albeit done virtually! 


SCGS Membership 

If you haven’t noticed, the past few issues of this 
newsletter have not included the membership and address 
information on the last page. This was an intentional 
omission but one that should not have happened. 
Membership in Story County Genealogical Society is 
very important. Two of the membership reasons are: 

1) There are features on the SCGS website that only 
members can access. 

2) The regular meetings of MEMBERS ONEY is 
held at 6:30 pm on the 2"‘^ Tuesday of each month 
and normally has a speaker/presentation and a 
business meeting. 

The Genealogy Plus presentations are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month and everyone is invited and it 
is FREE to the public - you are not required to be a 
member. Under the sponsorship of the Ames Public 
Eibrary, preregistration is required but no registration fee 
is required. 

Membership is inexpensive and it helps SCGS to pay for 
the presenters that we have. Send membership dues to: 

SCGS, P.O. Box 692, Ames, Iowa 50010 
OR 

Pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting 
OR 

Credit cards and PayPal are accepted also 
(www.storygenes.com) 

Individual Membership - $15 
Family Membership - $20 
(12 month membership period) 

Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical 

Society 

SCGS is a member of the Iowa Genealogical Society 

ZOOM Meetings 

Well it looks like we will be meeting via Zoom for a while 
now, but that’s not all bad. Although in-person meetings 
would be better. Zoom meetings allow many more people 
from various parts of the United States to join the 
meetings. Everyone just has to remember the time zone 
differences. Having more people join the Zoom meetings 
and presentations is a good idea and it is a very 
exceptional opportunity. Your membership will assure 
that you receive all of the Zoom invitations for SCGS. 
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Slater Public Library Information 

fll 05 N. Tama, P.O. Box 598 , Slater, Iowa 50244 

The Slater Public Library is another of the long list of 
libraries that have a welcoming look on their home page 
(www.slaterlibrarv.org). Of course, just like virtuallv all 
websites, there is the (now) normal COVID-19 
information, but in addition there is the home page that 
shows links to About, Programs, Resources, Building 
Project, Friends of SPL, Contact Us and Catalog. 

Each of the links above has a very in-depth explanation 
attached. The About link shows the following: 

The Slater Public Library is a crucial resource for our 
idyllic small town of 1,489, a self-proclaimed 
“community united for progress ” in central Iowa. 

While much larger communities of approximately 
50,000-60,000 people are within a 20-minute drive, the 
Slater Public Library has come to offer innovative 
programming for all ages and modem technology with 
training and support. Our staff works effectively and 
proactively within the community to partner with other 
local organizations and businesses. 

This statement says nearly everything about the Slater 
Public Library. There is a schedule of programs for Youth 
and Adults of all ages. The library also offers various 
resources in a variety of formats, including books of 
course. Various online resources are available at the 
library also. “A library is a collection of resources in a 
variety of formats ... ” - George Eberhart 

The Slater Library also supports the creation of a new 
building that will house a Community Center as well a 
larger Library. This new facility would be used by many 
groups in the Slater area. Planning for the future. 

There is a lot more information at the Slater Public 
Library website. Those responsible are to be commended 
for their efforts. Check out the website at 
w w w. slaterlibrarv. org. 

Editor’s Notes 

Truth be known. I’m having a lot of fun writing the 
library articles that you have seen for the past few months. 
Most of the information is taken from the library’s web 
pages, but those sources still give me (and other readers) 
an insight as to the quality of the librarians and other 
individuals that make the library a community success. If 
you have a community library in your area, please make 
up an article and send it to me so it can be included in this 
newsletter. Most people have internet access today, 
whether through their home computers or their 
smartphones. I would like to hear from you, because 
remember that libraries are a very good source of 
genealogy information also. 

The SCGS Annual Meeting will be on 9 November 2020 
at 6:30 pm on Zoom. As we speak, a nominating 
committee is searching for nominees for the offices of: 
President 

Treasurer 

Vice president - programming 

Newsletter editor 

Historian 

Let vour voices be heard if you are interested. 

This is the first newsletter with a designated column that 

I hope will continue. Nancy Long’s bio is shown on page 

3 and your bio can be in this space also. Of course, if there 
is something that you don’t want to include in your bio, 
just omit by moving over that point in your timeline. 
Everyone has plenty of good things that happen in their 
lives to create a story about themselves. Remember that 
most of your ancestors’ stories tell about the troubles that 
they went through and many of the good times. Does your 
story tell about the time that great great uncle Joe spent a 
week in jail for missing church or something like that? If 
you don’t want to mention it, then don’t write it down- 
skip over that part!! I look forward to hearing from many 
of our members and friends about their lives. Time 
permitting. I’ll even put my story in print. 

Remember that Zoom has become a necessary 
communication tool in these times but it has also given 
genealogists an opportunity to meet and talk when they 
normally may not be able to due to distance. SCGS’ 
statement about GP programs free to everyone has taken 
on a whole new meaning. As I stated earlier, people from 
all over the USA can join in. 

VCck/CoiJper 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 
Answers at Word Search Answers on the Story County Genealogical Society website 


AfriGeneas 

Cyndislist 

FultonGarden 

Jewishgen 

Newspapers 

Ancestry 

Ellisisland 

Genealogy 

Fdsgenealogy 

Storygenes 

Archives 

Facebook 

Genealogybank 

Fegacy 

USCIC 

BillionGraves 

FamilySearch 

Google 

Fifewire 

USgenweb 

Bing 

Findagrave 

lagenweb 

FOG 

Wikitree 

CastleGarden 

Findmypast 

Interment 

Myheritage 

Youtube 
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President’s Message 

a Once again, we had a couple of great 
programs this month. Dave Baker 
told us about Ghost Towns in Story 
County he has researched. Sure was 
informative and very interesting and 
even better it is recorded and you can 
find it on our website. I am really looking forward to his 
book. Dick Cooper showed us how to find so much 
information on Find A Grave and also so many other 
places we can find information on our ancestors. His 
presentation was recorded and you can find it on the 
Ames Public Library website. Now just need to get busy 
and start searching. 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday Noyember 9, 2020 
Zoom - Online - Members Only 

Annual meeting and election of officers 

Genealogy Plus 

Wednesday Noyember 18, 2020 
Zoom - Online - Eyeryone Inyited 

10:00 am - Noon 

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and the Works 

Projects Administration (WPA) 

See Page 3 


Zoom is an excellent tool for our meetings and the 
recordings are hopefully a big help for those who miss a 
meeting or are unable to connect with Zoom. 

Even though we have gotten some snow in October, hope 
winter holds off for a while. We don't have any control 
of the weather so I guess it is time to do some genealogy 
research and writing. 

hJcunoy 


Everyone is FREE to join the 

Genealogy Plus session. 
Registration guidelines on page 3. 


Just A Few Items Inside This Issue 


Library Information-Page 1 

SCGS Events-Page 3 

Member Bio-Page 3 

RootsTech Info-Page 4 

Holiday Shopping Ideas-Page 4 

Vote-Page 5 

Genealogy Plus at the APL-Page 5 

Log into Zoom-Page 6 

Story County Ghost Towns-Page 7 

Poem for Everyone-Page 7 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Meeting Minutes - October 12, 2020 

yia Zoom 

The meeting began under the direction of President 
Nancy Long at 6:35 p.m. Twenty-two members 
participated. 

Minutes of the September 2020 meeting were approved 
as published in the newsletter. 


Dows Community Library Information 



Treasurer Pete Peterson presented the financial report. It 
will be filed for audit. 

Librarian Malvina Lutz is still taking suggestions for next 
year’s book purchase request. 

Jolene Webber of the nominating committee reported that 
officers currently holding positions of president, 
treasurer, vice-president - membership, newsletter editor 
and historian have all agreed to continue serving. The 
vote for these officer positions will occur during the 
annual meeting next month. 


The Dows Community Library is located at 112 Ellsworth 
Street, P.O. Box 427, Dows, Iowa 50071. The library can 
be contacted at 515-852-4326. Their website is 
dowslib@wmtel.net . There are open during the following 
hours: 

Monday - l-6pm 
Tuesday - l-5pm 

Wednesday - lOam-Noon and l-5:30pm 

Thursday - Closed 

Friday - l-5pm 

Saturday - 9am-Noon 

Sunday - Closed 


President Nancy Long previewed this month’s Genealogy 
PLUS program to be held October 2L' at 10:00 a.m. via 
Zoom. “Finding and Using Death Records” will be 
presented by Dick Cooper. The link to register for this 
program was published in the society’s newsletter. 

President Nancy Long introduced the evening’s 
presenter. Photographer and historian Dave Baker 
maintains a Facebook page “The 29* State” where he 
shares photos and historical information about Iowa’s 
communities. His presentation was titled “Ghost Towns 
of Story County. 

The meeting concluded at 8:11 p.m. 


The Dows Community Library is a very good example of 
an accommodating, small town library (population 
approximately 538 at the 2010 census). The librarians are 
very helpful and really know nearly everything about the 
10,000-1- items that they have on their shelves. Often 
during the open times some of the local youth will be at 
the computers learning how to use them. 

Of course what library would be complete without 
computer programs like Bridges (downloadable ebooks 
and audiobooks). Project Gutenberg (30,000 ebooks 
downloadable to PDF, HTML, epub, Mobipocket and 
more). Gale Cengage Learning (access to many research 
topics and magazine articles) and many other programs 
that serve the local community. 


Submitted by Annette Anderegg, secretary 


The local newspaper has been recorded on microfilm and 
the library has a reader, copier and other necessary items. 
The Dows Community Library is nearly as complete a 
library as is possible for a small community. The staff is 
very friendly and knowledgeable. The library is easy to 
find, especially considering that it’s located on main street 
in a small town. 
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Upcoming Events At SCGS 

Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday Noyember 9, 2020 
Zoom - Online - Members Only 

6:30 pm 

Annual meeting and election of officers. 

•Sa •Sa 

Genealogy Plus 

Wednesday Noyember 18,2020 
Zoom - Online - Eyeryone Inyited 

See registration insstructions page 6 

10:00 am - Noon 

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and the Works 

Projects Administration (WPA) 

Presenter; Pamela Riney-Kehrberg 

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and the Works 
Projeets Administration (WPA) were established during 
the heights of the 1930s Depression to aid struggling 
families. Learn more about this period of history and 
what types of reeords exist. 

Visit the SCGS Events Page for more 
information about future presentations at 

https://storygeness.com. 

Eyeryone must register for the 
November 21*‘ Genealogy Plus Presentation, 
although there is No Charge for registration 
or attendance at the presentation. 

This meeting will be presented via Zoom. To register 

use this 

link: https://amespubliclibrarv.org/events/genealogv- 

plus-17 

Or, go to Ames Public Library, click on Events & 
News, select Event Calendar and navigate to 
November 18. Click the words Genealogy Plus for 
the registration link to open. 


Donna Kallem’s Bio 

I serve as Vice President Membership of Story County 
Genealogical Society. 

I was born on and grew up on a farm west of Kelley, Iowa. 
Just around the comer from Nancy Long. I went to Kelley 
Elementary and then Ballard High School. I met Larry 
while he was going to ISU and we married in fall of 1961. 
We have three children: Stephanie (lives in Austin, TX), 
Janette and Jeff (both who live in Ankeny). We have five 
grandchildren. I did secretarial work during my working 
years but I was fortunate enough to be a stay-at-home 
mom for most of the time. Both Larry and I were farm 
kids so have lived on acreages as much as possible. We 
now live in West Ames and let someone else do the 
mowing of the lawn and clearing of the snow. 

I have been working on Genealogy for many years. 
Merlene Whisenand and my mother worked together at 
the Kelley school and she got mother interested, and 
mother got me interested. Now I need to get one of my 
children or grandchildren interested. I have always done 
handwork of all kinds but now am big into making cards 
and scrapbooking. 

My mainline names of interest are: Thompson, 
Severtson, Dprdal, Knutson, Kallem, Larson, Hansen, and 
Gunderson. 

My Norwegian great grandfather immigrated from 
Bamble Parish, Telemark and was one of the Palestine 
group from Illinois who came to Iowa in 1855. 

Now you know a little about me, wbo wants to write 

about tbemselves next month? 

Submitted by Donna Kallem 
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Free Virtual Conference 

The annual RootsTech conference hosted by 
FamilySearch will be entirely virtual and totally FREE 
this coming year. RootsTech Connect will be held 
25 - 27 Eebruary, 2021. Registration is currently open at 
RootsTech.org. 

While you wait for the end of Eebruary to come, check 
out the free video archive on their website to see past 
keynote speakers and selected class presentations. You’ll 
hear some amazing stories and learn a lot from experts in 
a variety of genealogy related areas. 

—Annette Anderegg 

Suggestion for Holiday Shopping 

If you are planning to shop on Amazon for the upcoming 
holidays, there is an easy way for you to support the Story 
County Genealogical Society. Before making your 
purchase, or when you begin your shopping, visit 
https://smile.amazon.com. If you haven’t already done 
so, you’ll need to designate “Story County Chapter of the 
Iowa Genealogical Society” as the non-profit you’d 
like to support. (You only need to do so one time). Erom 
then on, each time you use the smile.amazon.com address 
for shopping, a small percent of your purchase price will 
then be applied to SCGS. There is no charge to you and 
no increase in the price you pay. 

The donation may seem small, but if enough people do 
this multiple times, it is definitely worthwhile. Please 
consider helping SCGS in this way. In the past, this 
simple method has off-set the commission we have paid 
to PayPal. 

A dollar’s a dollar and each one helps! 


NOTE Time Change 

Remember to change your clocks, sundials and other 
time pieces on Saturday night October 31 before you go 
to bed. Then when 2 AM Sunday morning comes around, 
your time will be right. 


Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 

November 1 - Daylight Saving Time Change 
November 3 - General Election Day 
November 5 - Return Day (Delaware) 
November 10 - Marine Corps Birthday 
November 11 - Veterans Day 
November 26 - Thanksgiving Day 
November 27 - State Holiday (Georgia) 
November 27 - President’s Day (New Mexico) 
November 27 - Lincoln’s Birthday (Indiana) 
November 27 - Day after Thanksgiving (20 
states) 

November 27 - Family Day (Nevada) 
November 27 - Acadian Day (Louisiana) 
November 27 - Black Friday 
November 27 - American Indian Heritage 
Day (Maryland) 

November 27 - Native American Heritage 
Day 

November 30 - Cyber Monday 

There are many other religious and regional holidays in 
November. Visit https://www.timeanddate.com/holidavs/ 
for holidays and observances anywhere in the world. 

Veterans Day 

Veterans Day is the American holiday when people who 
had served in the military during war-time are 
remembered and thanked. It is both a federal and a state 
holiday. The holiday is celebrated on the same day as 
Armistice Day or Remembrance Day in other countries. 
These holidays are all November 11. This is the day seen 
as the end of World War I - November 11, 1919. 

Congress voted to make it an annual observance in 1926, 
and it was upgraded to a national holiday in 1938. But it 
wasn't until 1954 that President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
signed the bill changing the day's name to Veterans Day. 
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Genealogy Plus on the Ames 

Public Library website 


VOTE ON NOVEMBER 3rd 

November 3 is Election Day. Make sure you vote. Many 
have already voted, either through absentee or an early 
voting station. For those that have, THANK YOU! 
Everyone should vote. Every member of The American 
Eegion has spent time away from home and family 
guarding the freedoms that we enjoy. With those 
freedoms comes responsibility, the responsibility to vote. 

It takes time and it takes effort to vote but that vote is 
important. Don’t waste it! Some say they don’t care and 
that it doesn’t matter either way. Many of us spent time 
in countries where those people said it didn’t matter and 
then it turned out that it really did matter. We know 
veterans & their families vote because we know that our 
vote matters. 

Information taken from American Eegion November 
2020 Newsletter 

EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE 



NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE 

I publish this Notice every winter but this year but this 
winter may not apply too much. 

If the Ames Public Schools have cancelled school due to 

inclement weather (snow, ice, etc.) then the Story 
County Genealogical Society meeting for that same day 

will be cancelled. 

Since we are meeting on Zoom, who cares what the 
weather is like outside???? 


Genealogy Plus now has a dedicated page on the Ames 
Public Eibrary website! 

https://amespubliclibrarv.org/GenealogvPlus 

All upcoming Genealogy Plus programs for the 
2020/2021 year are listed. You can find a description of 
the program and a link to register. Please note each 
program is a separate event and you’ll need to register for 
each program separately. A day or so before the program 
the specific link will be emailed to you. Until we can meet 
again at the Eibrary, programs will be featured via Zoom. 
In addition to the schedule of upcoming programs and the 
registration link, you may also find a recording of the 
programs (if the presenter has given permission) and a 
copy of any handouts. 

The recording, if available, will be on the Youtube 
channel of the Ames Public Eibrary. The videorecording 
and handouts will likely be available for a limited time, 
so if you missed the live Zoom meeting look for the link 
on the Genealogy Plus page. 

The pandemic has changed much of the way we need to 
reach our members and friends and this is one way we can 
stay in touch, at least “virtually”— thanks to the Ames 
Public Eibrary and their sponsorship of Genealogy Plus! 



Regardless of how you feel about Ouiji boards, you have 
to admit it’s pretty suiting to see one in the middle of a 
graveyard. Imagine walking through a cemetery and 
seeing that. It would definitely bring about some 
Halloween fright, or humor depending on how you see 
it. 
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From the Web Manager— 

Logging In To SCGS Members 
Meeting via Zoom 

Were you one of the many SCGS members who 
experienced problems logging in to the October 12 
meeting? We’ve made adjustments in the SCGS Zoom 
account settings that may help. Based on feedback we’ve 
received, here are some additional suggestions for next 
time: 

You do not need a personal Zoom account to attend a 
meeting. But if you do have an account make sure it is 
the latest version (the app is free). 

If presented with the choice to Sign in or Join Meeting, 
select Join Meeting. 

Be sure you have the correct link for the meeting. It is 
emailed to members five to seven days before the meeting 
and then again about twenty-four hours prior to the 
meeting. 

There are three ways to join a meeting: 

1. Clicking on the link. If this doesn’t work, try copying 
and pasting the link into your web browser bar. 

2. By using the meeting ID and password. This is also 
included in the email meeting invitation, usually 
immediately below the link. Sometimes Zoom will 
ask for this information. 

3. By phone. While not ideal, you can access the audio 
portion of the meeting. The phone numbers (any of 
those given should work) are also listed in the 
meeting invitation. 

And if none of these suggestions works there is always 
the tried and true trick to reboot your computer. 

Finally, if available, try logging in with another device 
such as a laptop, desktop pc, or tablet. Sometimes a 
different approach works. 

We can’t guarantee success but these ideas are worth 
considering as we try to solve these login problems. 

Here's to another year of great Genealogy Plus 
Programs, albeit done virtually! 


SCGS Membership 

Here we are again. Membership in SCGS is not expensive 
($15 for individual, $20 for couple/family) and there are 
many very informative FREE meetings and presentations 
for members. When you pay your membership, you will 
receive the necessary information to sign onto the SCGS 
website, which is full of all kinds of information. 
Members are the only ones who can sign on and get in the 
Members section of the website. Did you ever wonder 
where the presentation handouts are kept - most of them 
are in the Members section and listed in the left column 
of the website. Eollowing is an example of some of the 
handouts: 

Basic Genealogy 

Beginning Genealogy parts 1 & 2 

Census Worksheets 

Changing Demographics 

Civil War Veterans 

Digital Eiles 

DNA Testing 

EamilySearch.org 

HeritageQuest Online 

Newspaper Research 

Probate Eiles 

Self-Eeaming 

Speaker Handouts 

Swedish Research 

Writing Ancestors’ Story 

Youtube Videos 

ZOOM Meetings 

Well it looks like we will be meeting via Zoom for a while 
now, but that’s not all bad. Although in-person meetings 
would be better. Zoom meetings allow many more people 
from various parts of the United States to join the 
meetings. Everyone just has to remember the time zone 
differences. Having more people join the Zoom meetings 
and presentations is a good idea and it is a very 
exceptional opportunity. Your membership will assure 
that you receive all of the Zoom invitations for SCGS. 

SCGS non-members please remember that the Genealogy 
Plus presentations are FREE. All you have to do is 
register with the Ames Public Eibrary. See instructions on 
page 3, column 1. SCGS and the APE really want you to 
take advantage of these EREE programs. 
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“Ghost Towns of Story County, Iowa”: a presentation by David Baker 

contributed by Mary J. Lohr 

Dave Baker’s October SCGS presentation of “Ghost Towns of Story County, Iowa” was a combination of 
genealogy, history, and entertainment. What had begun as a project to photograph one item representative of each 
of the 947 incorporated towns and cities in Iowa instead became a project to document and record the history of 
ghost and historic towns in Iowa. 

Dave used archived newspapers, maps, and county history books for some of his resources. For Story County, 
those history books included William G. Allen’s History of Story County, Iowa (1887) and Jerry Litzel’s 1984 
History of Ontario, Iowa ( available for free at archive.org). 

The location of a town could be influenced by a stage coach stop, location of the railroad, or a mill located by a 
river. The early businesses usually included lumber yards, mercantile stores, and a post office. 

Some of the earliest settlers in Story County were Mormon and David Ballard. Ballard’s Grove was the 
predecessor of the town of Huxley. Reportedly the first Caucasian person was born near here in 1848. 

Prior to 1880, the position of Postmaster for a town was a political appointment. It was not unusual for the post 
office to be located in the home of the postmaster. This meant the address of the post office might change 
locations as different persons held the position. From 1860 to 1864 there was a post office in Johnsons Grove, but 
from 1877 to 1888 it was located in Johnston’s Grove. Mr. Baker said he was not sure if the “f in Johnston was a 
transcription error or a separate town. 

Some other highlights: 

Sheffield had a post office at one time but was never officially a town. Today the location is marked by a well-kept 
cemetery, east of Interstate 35 between Ames and Story City. 

A post office may at times have had a different name than the city where it was located. 

The town of Bloomington had a post office named Camden since there was another town called Bloomington in 
Polk County. (That town is now known as Elkhart.) 

The postmaster in Shipley was paid $180 per year. 

The town of Smayville (or Smaysville) had a post office from only April 1886 to July 1886. 

The town was known for the Pleasant Hill Creamery and Store. 

Bloomington was originally a stop for the stage coach, but the railroad bypassed the town contributing to the 
demise of the town. The area was difficult to farm since it was prone to flooding by the Skunk River. George 
Washington Carver used some of the area for his agricultural studies and sometimes attended the Bloomington 
Church. 

The settlement of Iowa Center made efforts to become the state of Iowa capital. 

However, no railroad served this town. There are still a few people living in this former town and an original 
building or two survives. 

Continued on page 8, column 1 (Ghost Towns) 
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Editor’s Notes 


Continued on page 8, eolumn 1 (Ghost Towns) 

Midvale, between Ames and Huxley, was originally 
ealled Des Moines Junetion. 

Zumwalt Station was known as Bowman Crossing. 

John Vest had a store for a brief time in a town ealled 
Prairie City, located southeast of Bloomington, near 
where the National Animal Disease Center is today. In 
1855 Mr. Vest moved a bit west and laid out the town of 
New Philadelphia, in the very northern part of 
Washington Township. (The Ontario Cemetery is still 
unofficially also known as the New Philadelphia 
Cemetery.) In a few years the town of Ontario was laid 
out about a half mile north of the village and absorbed 
New Philadelphia. But the story doesn’t end there. 

For some years Ontario was a separate village located just 
to the northwest of Ames. The city of Ames had wanted 
to annex Ontario for some time, but problems arose when 
it was discovered the proper process had not been 
followed when New Philadelphia was absorbed into 
Ontario. There were errors in the way the land plots had 
been recorded and the lots had not been properly 
“vacated.” The problems were eventually resolved in 
1968! Did John Vest realize all this would happen many 
years after his death? (A Civil War veteran, he died in 
1901 and is buried in Grants Pass, Oregon.) 

Times change, people come and go, the elements take a 
toll on buildings and many of the original “ghost and 
historic” towns are but a memory. Dave Baker is trying 
to document the history of these towns while information 
is still available. 

(Please note: A recording of Mr. Baker’s presentation is 
available in the Member section of the Story County 
Genealogical Society website.) 

New Computer User Group 

I recently received work from a SCGS member asking if 
there was any interest among our members to start a 
“Family Tree Maker” user-help group. If anyone is 
interested, please send an email to the newsletter editor 
at newsletter@storvgenes.com . 


Once again I am pleasantly surprised at the response 
from the SCGS membership for articles for this 
newsletter. Yes, I had a few unique things already lined 
up that would make this another unique newsletter, but I 
didn’t get to use any of those unique things. That’s OK, 

I and the rest of the newsletter mailing list like to hear 
from our members also. 

Remember to join in to the Zoom meeting on November 
9^'’ at 6:30 pm. It’s that time of the year again when we 
elect new officers. Under the new bylaws we will only 
elect part of the officers this year and the other officers 
next year. Make your voice heard!!!! 

I don’t remember who had the idea, but THANK YOU 
to whoever it was. The idea was to publish a bio in each 
edition of the newsletter. The October newsletter started 
off with Nancy Long (president) and this month is 
Donna Kallem (VP-Membership). I already have a 
promise for the next newsletter (January 2021) and I’m 
saving my bio for later, just in case we need it. Knowing 
where people came from and briefly how they grew up 
makes for some interesting reading - sure is a small 
world!!! Everyone has plenty of good things that happen 
in their lives to create a story about themselves. 

Remember that most of your ancestors’ stories tell about 
the troubles that they went through (drought, famine, 
storms, family deaths and troubles, etc.) and also many 
of the good times and success stories that they went 
through. 

It has been about 2 years since we heard presentations 
from Alissa Stoehr, and her message is still true. Write 
one or more stories about your ancestors. Maybe if you 
start writing, you will figure out other things to write 
about. 

November is filled with many important holidays as you 
can see by the list on page 4 - Daylight Saving Time 
change. Thanksgiving, Election Day, Veterans Day, 
Presidents Day and others. 

Please note the “member submitted” poem on the next 

page. It hit home with me. 

VCchCocper 
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Cousins 

By Velma Carson of Morganwlle, KS 

I sing a song one's Cousins - 
Cousins of each size and hue; 

Cousins as old as poor grandma; 

Cousins just weeks and months new. 

Cousins can go on forever 
When grandparents aJi pass away. 

Cousins begin in our childhood, 

And are all that we still have one day. 

When uncles and aunts too. have vanished, 
And of parents we’re sadly bereft, 

There are Cousins who know we are lonely, 
Dear Cousins are all that are left. 

Sometimes Cousins are closer than brothers. 
Met but once at picnic or park, 

Or we may be just news and cute saying 
Kept together in grandparent’s hearts. 

Even long years of separate travels, 
Tribulations and trials of earth ~ 

Of lives busy with pleasures and sorrows 
Cannot undo the magic of birth. 

From far away ancestral unions. 

Those past people who started us here. 
We’ve inherited something in common. 

There is something that makes us feel near. 

Hit and miss, we repeat in each other. 

Maybe blue eyes, or traits, frail or wrong. 
Threads of memories, jokes, a few photos. 
All weave into strands that are strong. 

Let us sing then, today, of All Cousins! 
Future, shirttail, and in-laws, and peers. 

A toast to the one kin for always - 
The comfort of young and old years. 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 
Answers at Word Search Answers on the Story County Genealogical Society website 
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President’s Message 

Editor’s Note: I’m sure that the SCGS 
newly elected President (Nancy Long) is 
staying at home when possible during 
this pandemic, and I know that she 
wishes everyone a Happy Holiday 
season in 2020, but above all else STAY SAFE . I’ve see 
it written in several places - Think about staying home 
and away from large crowds this holiday season so that 
you can be assured of seeing them again next season. 
2021 for SCGS appears to be a very good year. 


Nancy is fully aware of the fact that Merry Christmas is 
expressed in many different ways, depending upon your 
religion, nationality and other factors. No matter how you 
wish to express your feelings about the upcoming season, 
have a Happy Holiday season. 


hJcunqy 


SCGS Annual Meeting 

I’m certain that everyone saw, in a previous newsletter, 
the notice of 5 offices to be voted upon at the November 
Annual Meeting. The election results are: 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday January 11, 2021 
Zoom - Online - Members Only 

6:30 pm 

See Page 2 

One room rural school. 


Genealogy Plus 

Wednesday January 20, 2021 
Zoom - Online - Eyeryone Inyited 

10:00 am - Noon 

See Page 2 

Ancestry and DNA Testing 


Genealogy & Computer Help Session 

Wednesday January 27, 2021 
Zoom - Online - Eyeryone Inyited 

10:00 am - Noon 

See Page 2 

Bring your genealogy and computer questions and we’ll 
see if we can help you answer them. 


President - Nancy Long (incumbent) 

Treasurer - Pete Peterson (incumbent) 

Vice President-Membership-Donna Kallem (incumbent) 
Historian - Paul Martsching (incumbent) 

Newsletter editor - Dick Cooper (incumbent) 

Each of the new officers listed above will serve 2-year 
terms according to the new bylaws as adopted by the 
SCGS membership in 2019. 


Just A Few Items Inside This Issue 
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Free Virtual Conference 


The annual RootsTech conference hosted by 
FamilySearch will be entirely virtual and totally FREE 
this coming year. RootsTech Connect will be held 
25 - 27 Eebruary, 2021. Registration is currently open at 

RootsTech.org. 

While you wait for the end of Eebruary to come, check 
out the free video archive on their website to see past 
keynote speakers and selected class presentations. You’ll 
hear some amazing stories and learn a lot from experts in 
a variety of genealogy related areas. 

—Annette Anderegg 

NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE 

I publish this Notice every winter but this year but this 
winter may not apply too much. 

If the Ames Public Schools have cancelled school due to 

inclement weather (snow, ice, etc.) then the Story 
County Genealogical Society meeting for that same day 

will be cancelled. 

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, also 
referred to as Pearl Harbor Remembrance 

Day or Pearl Harbor Day, is observed annually in 
the United States on December 7, to remember and honor 
the 2,403 United States citizens who were killed in the 
Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor in Hawaii on 
December 7, 1941 which led to the United States 
declaring war on Japan the next day and thus 
entering World War II. 

In 1994, the United States Congress designated 
December 7 of each year as National Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day. 

On Pearl Harbor Day, the American flag should be flown 
at half-staff until sunset to honor those who died as a 
result of the attack on U.S. military forces in 
Hawaii. Pearl Harbor Day is not a federal holiday - 
government offices, schools, and businesses do not close. 
Some organizations may hold special events in memory 
of those killed or injured at Pearl Harbor. 


Upcoming Events At SCGS 

NO MEETINGS IN DECEMBER 2020 

Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday January II, 2021 
Zoom - Online - Members Only 

6:30 pm 

History and Eyolution of Country Schools 

Did you or your parents attend a one room rural 
school? These schools once dotted the landscape of Iowa 
and other states, but most had closed by the 1960s. 

Kate Fell will tell us more about this iconic age of 
education. 

•Sa •Sa 

Genealogy Plus 
Wednesday January 20, 2021 
Zoom - Online - Eyeryone Inyited 

See registration instructions page 6 

10:00 am - Noon 

Ancestry and DNA Testing 

Pete Peterson and Kathy Jones will describe what is 
involved in DNA testing and how it can be used to find 
family connections. Go to SCGS website for more info. 

•Sa •Sa 

Genealogy & Computer Session 
Wednesday January 27, 2021 
Zoom - Online - Eyeryone Inyited 

Your SCGS Board of Directors recently decided 
to revive the Genealogy & Computer Session that 
was previously a part of SCGS but the pandemic 
messed that up and in-person attendance was 
dropping. Zoom has a Chat feature (somewhat 
like a Text Message on your phone) that will 
allow members to talk to specific members vs 
talking to everyone, although both options are 
available. More information on page 3. 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Meeting Minutes 
Noyember 9, 2020 yia Zoom 

The meeting was called to order by President Nancy 
Long at 6:35 p.m. Twenty-three members participated. 

Minutes of the October 2020 meeting were approved as 
published in the newsletter. 

Librarian Malvina Lutz reported that books ordered 
earlier this year are listed in the Ames Public Library 
catalog. Some of the books are available for check-out. 
She encouraged members to let her know if they run 
across a title of interest for next year’s book purchase 
request. 

Nancy noted this month’s Genealogy PLUS on 
November 18* will be a program about the Civilian 
Conservation Corps presented by Pamela Riney- 
Kehrberg. 

Treasurer Pete Peterson presented the financial report. It 
will be filed for audit. 

Nancy asked how many of the attendees used Family 
Tree Maker. Three people indicted that they use that 
software program. 

A help session will be offered in January on the fourth 
Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. Mary Lohr will give a short 
presentation about Google Books then = time will be 
open for discussion. Those who are not members of 
SCGS may request access to the session by contacting 
Web Manager Mary Lohr. The email address can be 
found on the society’s web page https://storvgenes.com/ 
by clicking on Contact in the bar at the left. Mary will 
write a short article about the session for the December 
and January newsletters. 

President Nancy Long announced the slate of officers to 
be voted on as follows: Nancy Long - president, Donna 
Kallem - vice-president - membership, Dick Cooper - 
newsletter editor, Pete Peterson - treasurer, and Paul 
Martsching - historian. She asked if there were any 
other nominations for the positions listed. None were 
given and a vote by show of hands was requested. No 

Continued in next column (Minutes) 


Continued from previous column (Minutes) 

opposing votes were indicated. The above named 
officers’ term will begin in January and they will serve 
for two years. 

Nancy asked if there was any other business. 

Mary Lohr welcomed feedback on the society’s website, 
Facebook page and Zoom. Discussion included expense 
involved and member section access. 

Jim Anderegg noted that a budget needs to be developed 
for next year. He asked if the society is solvent with the 
current number of members and expenses for proposed 
classes/activities. Treasurer Pete Peterson answered, 
“Yes” and noted the impact of two memorial fund 
donations this year. 

Discussion then turned to soliciting donations. Dick 
Cooper said that past policy was to not actively solicit 
through the newsletter and stated that will change. 

Marti Steelman reminded the group about Amazon 
purchases through Smile.com as a source of additional 
funds. 

Vice President for programming Lyle Hammes informed 
the group that he had reached out to the possible speaker 
for the February Genealogy PLUS program but has not 
yet heard back from him. Lyle will send a list of 
program ideas to Mary this week with a request for 
additional ideas from the group. Mary will forward this 
information to society members. 

The remainder of the meeting was devoted to a group 
discussion of how to organize acquired genealogical 
information, both paper and digital. 

The meeting concluded at 7:58 p.m. 

Submitted by Annette Anderegg, secretary 
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Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 


December 7 - Pearl Harbor Day 
December 13 - National Guard Birthday 
December 31 - New Year’s Eve 

There are many other religious and regional holidays in 

Deeember. Visit https://www.timeanddate.com/holidavs/ 

for holidays and observances anywhere in the world. 

Jeff Fox worthy Comments on Iowa 

• If you buy a TV that doesn’t fit in your car, and the 
man in the van next to you says, “Put it in my van, I 
have to pickup a few things and then I’ll drop it off. 
What’s your address?” And about 1/2 hour later, the 
van pulls up, the man helps you get the TV in the 
house, refuses any form of pay, except “Thank you”, 
drives away and you still don’t kn ow his name ... 
then you live in Iowa. 

• If you’ve worn shorts and a parka at the same time ... 

you live in Iowa. 

• If you’ve had a lengthy phone conversation with 
someone who dialed a wrong number ... you live in 
Iowa. 

• If you know several people who have hit a cow more 
than once ... you live in Iowa. 

• If you have gone from “heat” to “A/C” in the same 
day and back again ... you live in Iowa. 

• If you design your kid’s Halloween costume to fit 
over a snowsuit... you live in Iowa. 

SMILE! PASS IT ON. 



Editor’s Notes 

Well, 2020 has provided us with many “firsts”. I 
just discovered that, since I started writing this 
newsletter in the fall/winter of 2016, this is the 
first year that I have done 12 issues. Although I 
did the layout of the newsletter, most of the 
information was submitted by you, the 
MEMBERS. Thank you. When members and 
others submit substantial amounts of material, I 
really enjoy putting this newsletter together. 

Seems like every month has a military 
remembrance day. We need to always remember 
our military - past and present. As you can tell, 
there are two military days - Pearl Harbor Day 
and National Guard Birthday. Several family 
members (including ancestors) were in nearly 
every war, from the war of 1812 to present. 

Hope you had a Happy Thanksgiving and hope 
that you have a Merry Christmas or whatever 
holiday you celebrate during this time of 
miracles. 

VCck/Cotypev" 

Help Sessions Begin January 27,2021 

SCGS Help Sessions will resume January 27, 2021 at 10 
AM. Scheduled for the fourth Wednesday, these sessions 
will be held via Zoom until we can meet again at the Ames 
Public Library. 

SCGS Members will be emailed the link prior to the 
session and don’t need to register. 

Non-members can register by email 
to webmanager® storvgenes.com and providing a name 
and email address. The link will be sent to them 
approximately 24 hours before the help session. 

Some of these help sessions may begin with a short 
tutorial. “Using Google Books” will be given at the 
January 27 session. 

Plan to join us - and bring your questions! 



























